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Commonwealth underlines Joint action 

^£^^OL (AI^ — Paifiaipe!rtarians from Commonwealth member 
*“*? Tuesday urged joim action to con from major international 
p rotHcm s like human rights violations, enviro nmental hazards 
f^ r ^- 'T 1 « ca , l was raade byjcveral speaker at the inaugural session of 
” * 'll Parliamentary Association. 

id dependencies. "I propose 
Commonwealth sustainabl e 
« agenda,". Cypres. President Glafses derides told partid- 
- 1 y Cbmn»<iwMWi nations. “We could develop this agenda in 

Ok Era&oon of commonwealth solidarity, cooperating in good faith, 
^nd eooBderiu. that peace, respect for human rights, development and 
wnpnmcnta! protection, an. interdependent and hxfivis&ie,’' Mr. 
CiCTides said. Several speakers from developing African and Asian 
said the 'association shooklst/ive bo eliminate what they called “double- 
standards frequently adopted by the United Nations in Hwiina with 
tntemraanal problems and the implementation of Security doandl 
resonttioos. “ 
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VS. team on Iraq sanctions due today 

AMMAN (R) — A 12-member American team will arrive in Jordan 
Wednesday to study the effect on the Kingdom of U.N. trade sanctions 
against Iraq. Officials said Jordan will ask the team, headed by senior 
State Department inspector David Newton, to prewade the U.N. to 
caned or ease a naval inspection at Aqaba and make it easier for trader* 
to send goods to Iraq. Shippers say extensive searches of cargo vessels 
have raised transport fees and insurance costs and diverted millions or 
dollars in business to Iran. Turkey and Syria. Mohammad Jamal, bead of 
the Finance Ministry's customs department, said local traders had to wait 
for six to eight weeks for U.N. sanctions committee approval to send 
goods to Iraq while businessmen in other countries received authoritisa- 
don&in a week. The U.N. committee is in charge of approving exports to 
Iraq under the sweeping ban imposed after Baghdad's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. All but humanitarian goods are banned for export to what was 
Jordan's biggest market before the Gulf war. 
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Hariri in S. Arabia to 
secure aid 

JEDDAH (AP) — Lebanese 
C' Prime Minister Rafik Hariri ar- 
rived Tuesday in Saadi Arabia, 
foe most important stop on a Gulf 
tour aimed at securing do na tions 

- • ^ f° r rebuffing southern Lebanon 
Rafter an Israeli offensive in July. 
<kMt. Hariri, accompanied by Arab 

League Secretary-General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid, flew in from 
•“ft Kuwait, which had pledged to 

* contribute to a $500 million fund 
' - for Lebanon establisbed after the 

week-long Israeli naval, aerial 

* 'L. and ground attacks (see page 2) 
•:'iV Sandr Arabia said it would donate 

$200 'million. In Kuwait, Finance 
Minister Nasser A1 Rowdhan said 
■v in reply to a question from the 
; Associated Press that his country 
Ibis decided to pay $75 million to 
Lebanon for tne purpose. 

-it Russia pledges to 
help Azerbaijan 

ii- MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
i Tuesday to help war-tom 
ajan stabilise its economy 
id political situation, as the 
country's acting leader Geidar 
-Li:: Aliyev, announced the republic 
was set to join the Common- 

- ■: wealth of Independent States 
■ -s’. (CHS). Russian Prime Minister 
■zs. Viktor Chernomyrdin said Azer- 

.v baijan was to announce its ded 7 
: non to join the CIS officially on 
24, m an about-turn on the 
of flie country's ousted 
ident Abul&z Ekfaibey. Mr. 
Chernomyrdin told after a meet- 
ing with Mr. AHyev that it was 
it** to end the five-year 



: m Azerbaijan (me page 8) 
— which “seems to be spreading,’’ 

- the agency Itar-Tass said. 

^ Sudan denies 
flogging bishop 

: KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan de- 
- nied Tuesday that ah At 
■T bishop had been flogged in 
-Jjftoum after a court found him 
of adultery. Bishop Gabriel 
Koric, minister of state at the 
' - Foreign Ministry, told journalists 
the reports that Bishop Peter 
Birish of Khartoum had been 
caned were untrue. Mr. Roric 
. ■- called the report a lie aimed at 
spoiling Sudan's good name. Brit- 
j ’ ish newspapers and metfia ic- 
ported that Bishop Birish was 
given 80 lashes some weeks ago 
after a senior court convicted bun 
in July under Islamic law. over- 
h turning an earlier acquittal. 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
George Carey, leader of the 
World's Anglicans, condemned 
the reported flogging on Sunday, 

’• saying that if Bishop Birish was 
- innocent, “this is particularly bar- 
baric and inhuman treatment.** 

' r * Canada to have 
: October elections 

. OTTAWA (R) — Canadian 
„ Prime Minister Kim Campbell 
'. will call a national election for 
Oct. 25, the Canadian Press agen- 
cy reported on Ttiesday. Citing 
unnamed sources, Canadian 
S’* press said Ms. Campbell would 
call the election on Wednesday. 

- Ms. Campbell, a 46-year-old 
lawyer from - Vancouver, took 

' • over the leadership of the ruling 
■- Conservative' Tarty riw months 
-• ago in a bid to revive its electoral 
V change s after nine years in office 
under Brian Mahoney. 

;S Amnesty urges Iraq 
^ to free detainees 

^ LONDON (AFP) — ‘AmiiMty 
International Wednesday called 
■{■ on Iraq to release Kuwaiti and 
-j- Third Worid nationals St® tra- 
• > accounted for since the end of the 
r. Gulf war and believed secretly 
detained in Iraq- Tb® Lrawloe; 
traced human rights group asked 
Baghdad for “clarification’’ ofthe 
fate ofthe detainees, saying they 
had been denied all contact with 
the outade world" and that some 
of them may have been tortured 
or. executed, 

Sudan rebels claim 
: f downing helicopter . 

NAIROBI (AP) — Sudanese re- 
« behr Tuesday daimed they idiot 
■*'. down a military helicopter the 
v. government earlier said had 
erasfaed, Hliwg eight members of 
* aingb-fcvel delegation. The claim 
Mk made m a statement tor 
trcrtcd to news agencies in Nairobi 
bythe faction of the rebel Sudan 
Peo ple's Liberation Arnr y 
(SPLA)T loyal to John Gaxang. j 
Ob Monday; the Sudan News ; 

iecbmcal.feflure ; | 


Bilaterals resume, 
but delegates await 

Israel-PLO accord 


ComMncd matey dispatches 

WASHINGTON — Arab and 
Israeli peace negotiators here 
were anxiously waiting Tuesday 
for the Israeti-Palestiman accord 
to be signed at the White House 
next week in the hopes it will help 
spur their own agenda ahead. 

“The Jordanian, Lebanese and 
Syrian delegations are waiting for 
the Israeh-Palestinian accord to 
be clinched to advance their talks 
with Israel,** a Jordanian official 
tore said. 

White House spokeswoman 
Dee Dee Myers said the signing 
of die pact “is not a done deal” 
but that the U.S. administration 
hopes that if some of the details 
can be worked out soon it will be 
rignedon Monday. 

An Israeli mini«nw said the 
pact with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) could be 
signed on Sept. 13 before the 
Jewish new year. The 11th round 
of bilateral peace talks in 
Washington ends the following 


a State Department offi- 
cial, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity, spid “no-firm date has 
been offered” for the signing of 
thepact. 

__ Tpe. agreement provides for 
limited Palestinian self-rule in the 
43aza^Strip. and-the - West Baltic 
town of Jericho and arils for 


mutual FLO-Israeii recognition 
after deca d es of bitter enmi ty. 

The signing must be preceded 
by mutual recognition which is 
expected “within 24 hours,’* 
according to an Arab diplomatic 
source in Tunis. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
who won the support or the neut- 
rality of Arab parties in the peace 
talks on the pact secretly negoti- 
ated with Israel, said talks are 
continuing to dissolve remaining 
barriers to mutual recognition. 

A source dose to the Israeli 
delegation In Washington said 
that “one must strike while the 
iron is hot” to ensure that there is 
no time for it to be undermined 
by die vociferous opposition to it. 

Ms. Myen said President Bill 
Cfinton had offered to host a 
Sept. 13 signing ceremony at the 
White House. 

“If they get the details worked 
out, we’ve offered that date,” she 
said. 

Israeli and Palestinian dele- 
gates said they, too, were hopeful 
of a signing next week. Pending 
the outcome of the Israel-PLO 
talks in the Mideast, the nego- 
tiators Tuesday discussed the 
Palestinian self-government 
agreement in general terms and 
said they did not talk about how ' 
to implement it. 

- But Israel and Syria-got dojvji 
to talking about swapping* land 


for peace. 

Israeli and Syrian negotiators 
are trying to reach a joint state- 
ment of principles setting out die 
goal of their talks, and were 
taking another stab Tuesday at a 
paragraph that calls for Israel to 
cede land in return for a Syrian 
commitment to make peace. 

Syria wants Israel to return the 
strategically located Golan 
Heights. 

Chief Syrian negotiator 
Muwaffaq A1 Allaf shied away 
from predicting progress “unless 
we see a sudden change in the 
position of Israel.” He said be 
would welcome U.S. assistance in 
resolving the impasse. 

Asked about reports that Israel 
will begin to pull out of the Druze 
area of Majdal Shams on the 
Golan. Mr. Allaf replied, “this is 
a joke. It’s, not very funny.” 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher has been trying to 
advance the Israel-Syrian track, 
and a diplomatic source said be 
might make another trip to the 
region next month. 

The United States, which did 
not play an active role in the 
secret accord reached last month 
between Israel and the PLO, has 
been much more involved in 
Israel’s , talks with Syria, Jordan 
and Lebanon. 

(Coatliined on page 10) 


PLO executives to decide on self-rule 


Combined agency dispatches 

TUNIS — The Palestine Libera- 
tion OrgamsatRm (PLO) execu- 
tive committee is set to betid a 
crucial meeting in the Tunisian 
capital to decide whether to en- 
dorse the Palestinian autonomy 
accord thrashed out in secret with 
Israel. 

The meeting of the decision- 
making body Wednesday or 
Thursday is likely to coincide 
with a landmark deal, on mutual 
recognition between Israel and 
the PLO. 

Recognition by Israel would 
give FLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat a boost in the debate. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said Tuesday after talks 
with Mr. Arafat that recognition 
could come by Thursday, and an 
Arab diplomat in Tunis said it 
could be clinched ahead of the 
PLO meeting. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, meanwhile, said the 
“gap is no longer very wide” 
between the PLO and Israel. 
“We are trying to iron out the last 
differences” before mutual recog- 
nition, he said. 

The deal for autonomy starting 
in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho was struck 
PLO and Israeli officials in 


by PI 
Oslo. 


Mr. Arafat’s task in dmching 
the 18-member committee’s 
approval has already been made 
easier by the resignation of two 


members opposed to the deal. 

Another two members, from 
the Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine and the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, said they would 
boycott the meeting. 

With a fifth member. Bias 
Khouri, seriously ill in Amman, 
the meeting could be reduced to 
an attendance of 13. But Palesti- 
nian officials said Bishop Khouri 
could yield to pressure to attend. 

Most of those likely to take 
part in the meeting are consi- 
dered dose to Mr. Arafat, 
analysts said. 

A heated debate is forecast, 
particularly if committee mem- 
bers accuse Mr. Arafat of striking- 
a deal with Israel to renounce 
violence in exchange for recogni- 
tion. 

Such a deal would spell the end 
of the six-year-old Palestinian up- 
rising in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Arafat has already won 
support for the autonomy accord 
from his Fateh faction, the largest 
group in the PLO. after stormy . 
talks which ended Saturday. But 
he MleC to muster unan imous . 
backing. 

Farouk Kaddoumi, a top Fateh 
official and Executive Committee 
member, said three out of 12 
Fateh leaders rejected the 
accord. The others backed it on 
condition the deal be submitted 
to the 100-member Palestine 
Central Council. 

The Exeuctive Committee last 


met between Aug. 26 and 28, 
when after a stormy debate it 

S vc Palestinian delegates to the 
iddle East peace talks in 
Washington the green light to 
negotiate the “Gaza- Jericho 
first” option. 

That was before Israel and 
PLO leaders revealed they had 
already agreed on the outline 
accord. 

It has since won approval from 
.Jordan and die Gulf Arabs, as 
well as Egypt. Syria has said it 
would not oppose the deal, while 
Lebanon criticised the Palesti- 
nians for not consulting their 
Arab partners in Middle East 
peace talks. 

Mahmoud Abbas, one of the 
main players behind the auton- 
omy dial, was in Tunis Tuesday. 
The other Executive Committee 
members were expected to arrive 
at the PLO headquarters on 
Wednesday or Thursday. 

In Cairo on Tuesday, Mr. Ara- 
fat also was evasive on when the 
self-rule acord could be signed. 

“No final official date has been 
set,” he said at a press confer- 
ence. “There are only sugges- 
tions.” He was responding to a 
question on whether a signing 
ceremony was set for next Mon- 
day, as has been reported. 

But David Sultan, Israel's 
ambassador to Egypt, said the 
accord would be signed on Mon- 
day regardless of whether the 
recognition exchange had occur- 
red. 



King, Major review 
Mideast peace process 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Hb Majesty King Hussein and British Prime 
Minister John Major Tuesday held talks on the latest developments 
in tiie Middle East peace process, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
reported from London. 

Petra said that during the meeting, held at 10 Downing Street, 
King Hussein reaffirmed his support for the “independent Palesti- 
nian decision taken recently by the Palestinian leadership and 
voiced hope that the decision would contribute to meeting- the 
aspirations of the Palestinian people and enabling them to restore 
their legitimate rights on their national soil.” 

The King was referring to the recent agreement between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) on a plan for 
Palestinian autonomy in the occupied territories pending negotia- 
tions on the final status of the territories. . 

“The King also expressed hope that (the agreement) will help 
achieve a just and comprehensive peace in the Middle East,” Petra 
said. 

The King, who is on a private visit to London, held talks with 
British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd on Monday, shortly before 
Mr. Hurd left on a visit to the United Arab Emirates and Saudi 
Arabia (see st ra y below). 


Hurd urges Gulf states 
to mend PLO fences 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
British Foreign Secretary Doug- 
las Hurd urged the Gulf Arab 
states on Tuesday to end their rift 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) as Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat arrived 
in Oman for his first trip to the 
region since the Gulf war. 

Mr. Hurd, who had talks on 
the Middle East with United 
Arab Emirates (TJAE) leaders, 
said he expected the wealthy Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) na- 
tions to join a proposed interna- 
tional aid package for Palesti- 
nians. 

“The Israel-PLO autonomy 
agreement needs financial aid to 
work. We are already giving but 
we should give more now, be 
told reporters. 

“We in the European Com- 
munity (EC) expect from GCC 
countries to contribute to the aid 
programme to the Palestinians 
despite their differences. But I 
think it is time for them to recon- 
cile because the situation has 
changed.” 

Mr. Arafat, the PLO chair- 
man, arrived in Oman Tuesday 
on his first Gulf visit since he 
angered regional states by sup- 
porting Iraq during the occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. 

A Gulf-based PLO emroy said 
Mr. Arafat would not visit other 
GCC members but would brief 
Sultan Qaboos on the Gaza- 
Jericho first deal with Israel and 
would ask him to mediate an end 
to the current rifL 

“We need Gulf states at tins 
delicate stage. We need them 


politically, morally and financial- 
ly.” said the PLO envoy, who 
requested anonymity. 

“We do not only want them to 
join the international aid prog- 
ramme for Gaza but we want to 
sit together and discuss our needs 
and their needs,” he said. “It is 
time that we have a direct chan- 
nel to outline the future rela- 
tionship as we press ahead with 
the peace moves with the 
Israelis.” 

Mr. Hurd, who was flying to 
Saudi Arabia late Tuesday, said 
he had cHscnssed Arab reconcilia- 
tion with UAE President Sheikh 
2feyed Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan. 
He also discussed aid for the 
Palestinians but “without any 


“I have not seen any specific 
figures on such aid," he said. “It 
is too eariy to be specific. But the 
EC has long realised the needs of 
Palestinians and we are going to 
widen the aid programme now.” 
The official UAE news agency 
WAM said earlier Foreign Minis- 
ter Rashid Abdullah and Mr. 
Hurd discussed the Middle East 
and the Gulf. 

“The two sides welcomed the 
Palestinian-Israeli accord on 
Gaza and Jericho as a first step 
within the framework of a com- 
prehensive settlement of the 
Palestinian problem,” die agency 
said. 

“They expressed support for 
the peace process and hoped it 
would lead to a just, lasting and 
comprehensive settlement of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict.” 
(Continued on page 3) 


Thousands flee Bosnia battles; atrocities reported 


. *!■ 



Combined agency dispatches 

SARAJEVO — Thousands of 
civilians are fleeing their homes 
throughout central Bosnia, on the 
run from battles between Croat 
forces and Bosnian government 
troops, U-N. officials, said Tues- 
day. 

While the battlefield situation 
was relatively calm, the effects of 
the recent fighting were evident: 
Up to 10,000 Muslim refugees 
crowded tha town of Jabiamca, 
while up to 2,800 Croats fled to 
Livno. 

. Word of the latest refugee ex- 
odus came a day after U.N. offi- 
cials reported claims of torture 
and brutality made by Muslim 
detainees freed last month from 
two Bosnian Croat detention 
camps, 

A U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) field 
worker. saw about 100 of the 
estimated 400 released inmates. 
She reported chilling tales of ter- 
ror awl torture, hearings and 


random shootings, bestial living 
conditions and inmates drinking 
their own urine- to survive. 

UNHCR spokesman Ray Wil- 
kinson, who relayed the repents 
on Monday, said the agency's 
field representative had urged 
that “the strongest pressure be 
placed on Bosnian Croat author- 

- ities* regarding the breaches of 
international law. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman sent a letter Monday to 
Mate Bohan, the Bosnian Croat 
. leader be tas supported, urging 
him to “respect human dignity in 

- all your actions, to respect banc 
human rights and values, and to 
most strictly apply international 
war and humanitarian law.” 

UNHCR officials wore told by 
former detainees that up to 2.500 
men, including teenagers, re- 
mained in one Croat camp at 
Dretelj, south of Mostar. The. 
prisoners are kept in five hangars 
and- two ammunition storage tun- 
nels in barbaric conditions, the 
freed Musfims said. 


“UNHCR recommends that 
the strongest press u re be exerted 
on the Bosnian Croat authorities 
at the highest level regarding 
these reported grave breaches of 
international humanitarian law 
conducted at Drecelj and Gabe- 
la,” Mr. Wilkinson said. 

The besieged capital of 
Sarajevo may ran out of fad at the 
weekend because fighting be- 
tween Croats and Muslins has 
forced a five-truck fuel convoy 
headed for the Bosnian capital to 
turn back,” Mr. Wilkinson said. 

The convoy, held up for several 
days near the town of Gornji 
Vakuf in central Bosna, was 
forced to retreat all the way to the 
Bosnia-Croatia border town of 
Metkovic, 

“Until the security situation is 
darified and improved we will 
not move it,” Mr. WQkmsonsad. 

Mr. Wilkinson said in the past 
week between 1,800 and 2,800 
Croats had fled fighting around 
tiie Croat-held town of Vares, 
north of Sarajevo, and crossed 


Bosnian Serb lines to safety. 
They were taken by bus and track 
to Livno in Croat-held western 
Bosnia, and two elderly women 
died dining the gruelling, 48-bour 
journey, he said. 

In addition, Mr. Wilkinson said 
his agency was receiving reports 
from central Bosnia of “hun- 
dreds, possibly thousands” of 
Croats and Muslims moving 
across the patchwork of frontimes 
around the central town of Fojni- 
ca, heading to areas held by their 
ethnic brethem. 

Peace talks collapsed m Gene- 
va last week when Serbs and 
Croats refuged to give Muslims 
more land in the proposed divi- 
sion of Bosnia into three ethnic 
states. Under the plan. Mush ms, 
who comprised 43 per cent of the 
pre-war population, wonjd get 31 
per cent of the land, Serbs 52 per 
cent and Croats 17 per cent. 

hi Stockholm, Sweden, U.N. 
mediator Thorvald Stoltenbeig 
said Tuesday he believed the 
peace talks must resume, and 


soon, in order to prevent “in- 
credible suffering.” 

Bosnia's President Alija Izet- 
begovic, a Slavic Muslim, pre- 
pared to address the U.N. Seair- 
ity Council in New York on Tues- 
day to discuss the stalled peace 
efforts. 

In an interview for Bosnian 
radio on Monday night, Mr. Izet- 
begovic promised a critical analy- 
sis of the U.N. role in the 17- 
month war. 

“They claim that they do not 
want to interfere in the conflict. I 
will tell them that they have 
interfered in the conflict in a 
way,” Mr. Izetbegovic 


“They interfered because ... 
they tied tiie hands of the person 
under attack, and then. walked 
away,” be said, referring to the 
arms embargo on ex-Yugoslavia. 
That move froze a military imba- 
lance that favoured Bosnian 
Serbs, who had the hardware of 
the Yugoslav army. 


Arafat in Oman 
seeking to end rift 


Combined agency dispatches 

MUSCAT — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat arrived Tuesday in 
Oman on his first visit to the Gulf 
since the 1991 war for talks on the 
Palestinian autonomy deal and 
healing his rift with the region’s 
leaders. 

Mr. Arafat was to brief Oman’s 
ruler Sultan Qaboos Ben Sai’d in 
Salaleh, 1,000 kilometres sooth of 
Muscat, on the Israel-PLO deal 
for autonomy starting in the Gaza 
Strip and West Bnik town of 
Jericho, officials said. 

It was his first visit to the Gulf 
since be was ostracised by the 
region’s oil-rich Arab monarchies 
for s up porting Iraq after the inva- 
rion of Kuwait. 

Sultan Qaboos was expe ct ed to 
inform Mr. Arafat of his support 
for the accord, which he hoped 
would lead to a lasting and global 
peace in the Middle East, the 
officials said. 

The veteran PLO leader met 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak earlier in Cairo in a bid to 
clinch mutual recognition by 
Israel and the PLO. 

President Mubarak pred i c te d 
that the PLO and Israel would 
recognise each other within two 
daw. 

The six-member Gnlf Coopera- 
tion Council, led by Saudi Ara- 
bia, has given tne proposed 
autonomy accord its blessing but 
stressed it must be “a first step 
towards reaching a just, lasting 
and c o mprehensive settlement. 

But relations between the Gulf 
Arab countries and the PLO have 
been frosty ever since Mr. Arafat 
supported Iraq aftet its Aug. 2, 
1990 invasion of KnWait. 

Sultan Qaboos sometimes has 
played the role of intermediary 


between feuding Arab parties, 
and might help ease Mr. Arafat's 
return to favour in the Gulf 
states. 

But so far, there has been no 
sign that the Palestinian leader 
will visit any other Gulf nations. 

Although far from tiie Arab- 
Israeli front line, the Gulf states 
have the economies of 

Israel's immediate foes and were 
once major contributors to the 
PLO. They cut off support during 
the Gulf crish, plunging the orga- 
nisation into crisis. 

Oman, the only Gulf country 
to support the late Egyptian Pres- 
ident Anwar Sadat when he laun- 
ched his peace initiative with 
Israel in 1977, has praised the 
Palestinian-Israeli deal effusively. 

“Oman supports and welcomes 
the Palestinian-Israeli agreement, 
which will lead to an Israeli with- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho as 
a first step towards setting up a 
Palestinian authority in tire land 
of Palestine,’' said Foreign Minis- 
ter Yousef Ben Alawi. 

Mr. Ben Alawi praised the 
“comage” of the PLO lead- 
ership, particularly Mr. Arafat 
for taking responsibility for the 
decision. 

Mr. Mubarak told reporters 
after his 90-minute meeting with 
the PLO chairman that consulta- 
tions still are under way among 
brad, die PLO and the United 
States to resolve obstacles in the 
way of a mutual recognition be- 
tween the organisation and 
Israel. 

“We hope it could be achieved 
within 48 hours,” Mr. Mubarak 
said. 

Mutual recognition between 
Israel and tiie PLO was expected 


cogmc 
PLO 

as early as last week, but has been 


m page 10) 


Israeli rightists stage 
anti-accord protest 

Combined agency year-old Palestinian activist in the 

occupied Gaza Strip on Tuesday. 
TEL AVIV — Thousands of «^*whuiWagrei^atthem' 
right-wing Israelis converged on . . opened fire, Palestinians 
die prime minister's office late 
Tuesday to protest the autonomy 
accord drawn- up between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), police said. 

A number of demonstrators 
carrying firecrackers and tyres, 
which they intended to set aught, 
were arrested at tiie start of the 
demonstration, police said. 

Police have authorised the de- 
monstrator, who planned an all- 
night vigil, to march around the 
offices of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, chanting “Rabin, go 
home” and slogans against auton- 
omy for the Palestinians in the 
Vfcst Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israel and the PLO announced 
last week they had drawn up an 
autonomy deal for the Gaza Strip 
and the town of Jericho, on tiie 
West Bank. 

The Israeli right-wing has 
mobilised against tiie deal, and 
Tuesday’s demonstration was 
organised by the right-wing 
opposition Likud Party and orga- 
nisations of Jeiwsh settlers in the 
occupied territories, who daimed 
200,000 demonstrators would 
come to “lay siege” to the office 
with torch-lit processions. 

Around 2,500 officers armed 
with water cannons were posted 
around the premier’s office and a 
helicopters also deployed. 

“The police will allow the de- 
monstrators to go ahead but will 
use all means to prevent disorder 
or efforts to block access to the 
offices of the prime minister,” 

Mr. Shahal said. 

The opposition Likud Party has 
charged the autonomy deal would 
lead to a Palestinian state and 
“threaten” the existence of 
Israel. 

On Saturday, tens of thousands 
of supporters of the deal demons- 
trated in Tel Aviv. The rally was 
organised by Mr. Rabin's Labour 
Pmty, the left-wing Meretz, its 
ruling coalition ally, and the 
Peace Now movement. 

Settlers’ leaders called a strike 
and for schools to stay closed on 
T uesday , bat the education 
ministry warned that teachers 
who stayed away from work 
would be punished. 

Palestinian shot dead 

Israeli soldiers shot dead a 22- 


The dead man, Adel Monsa, 
was a member of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP), which opposes the 
proposed accord between Israel 
and the PLO. 

The army also arrested an 
activist in PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's mainstream Fateh fac- 
tion who had been shot by other 
PFLP opponents to the agree- 
ment, Palestinians said. 

The army was checking both 
reports. There were no reports of 
any Israeli injuries. 

The death raised the number 
killed in the nearly six-year-old 
Palestinian uprising to 1,122 
Palestinians and 143 Israelis. 

The PFLP and other groups 
have pledged to undermine the 
agreement. 

‘Play by own rules* 

Palestinian police will play by 
their own rules when they tafca 
over security in the turbulent 
Gaza Strip, Mr. Rabin said. 

“I prefer the Palestinians to be 
in charge of keeping the peace in 
Gaza,” a stronghold of Islamic 
fundamentalists opposed to the 
autonomy deal with Israel, be 
told a meeting of his Labour 
Party. 

“Maybe they'll do it better 
than us." 

The prime minister made the 
comments at a meeting in Rishon 
Le Zion, a suburb of Tel Aviv, on 
Monday nigfat, according to Tues- 
day's Yediot Aharonot newspap- 
er. 

“Don’t worry, there will be no 
appeals to the supreme court, and 
the human rights association 
won’t go there to investigated he 
said. Hie Palestinians “have their 
own rules.” 

He also denounced right-wing 
accusations that the Israel-PLO 
autonomy accord turn the dock 
bade to the era of the Nazi 
holocaust. 

“Tm ashamed when I hear 
leaders of the Likud and far-right 
comparing our current situation 
to me holocaust era,” be said. 

“How can you tell Jews, wi{h 
an army like onre, that tiie 
Palestinians threaten our exist- 
ence?” 
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Islamists seem to opt for 
rhetorics against autonomy 


By Nefl MacFarquhar 

The Associated Press 


JABALIYA CAMP, Occu- 
pied Gaza Strip — Wall slo- 
gans signed by Islamic activists 
scream for Jewish blood, and 
prayer leaders expose the gun 
as the only way to achieve a 
Palestinian state. 

But Islamic activists in 
groups like Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad appear divided about 
whether bullets for just violent 
words will defeat the plan to 
start Palestinian autonomy in 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank city of Jericho. 

A minority argues that a 
guerrilla campaign against 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

The others, while not ruling 
out guns entirely, think the 
limited scope of the plan com- 
bined with the corruption that 
has long plagued the PLO will 
sink PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's plans for Gaza. 

They could then use their 
already formidable strength in 
the fetid alleyways of the re- 
fugee camps to win at the 
'ballot box. 

‘'Seven years ago the Islamic 
groups had few supporters in 
Gaza. Now they have at least 
50 per cent," said Dr. Saud 
Shawa, a 37-year-old veterina- 
rian and Hamas supporter. “In 
the end the only realistic 
alternative is an Islamic 


state.” 

A few scuffles and scattered 
gunshots are the only violence 
to date. But threats hover 
everywhere. 

Banners say things like “to 
the sellers of Palestine: The 
bullet that shot at the heart of 
Sadat will be shot at your 
hearts.” It refers to the 1981 
assassination of Egyptian Pres-. ‘ 
ident Anwar Sadat after he 
signed a peace treaty with 
Israel. 

Wall slogans, the Gaza 
equivalent of a town crier, 
scream: “We don’t recognise 
Gaza and Jericho and we will 
continue slaughtering the Jews 
until the last drop of our 
blood." 

It's in sermons, too. 

“The solution will come 
through the gun," Dr. Jasim 
Muttawa, a pediatrician, told 
followers at Izzedine A1 Qas- 
sem mosque. 

In an interview, Dr* Mutta- 
wa said he would rally oppo- 
nents by stressing the plan's 
flaws, not violence. 

“We will resist fragmenting 
the Palestinian people," be 
said. 

While Israel and the PLO 
have agreed on the plan’s de- 
tails, expected recognition be- 
tween Israel and the PLO is 
delaying its signing. Aotorities 
are bracing for violence both 
from Islamic activists and from 
militant Jewish nationalists 
who think the plan betrays the 


Biblical vision of “greater 
Israel.” 

Arab rejectionists attack the 
delay in discussing the status of 
Jerusalem. 

Sheikh Muttawa said about 
10 per cent of the Islamic lead- 
ers preach violence, with an 
unwritten consensus among 90 
per cent that mosque rallies 
were enough to educate people 
against the plan. 

“We are not talking about 
demonstrations,” Sheikh Mut- 
tawa said. “Demonstrate 
against who?" 

Instead, they make fun of 
the PLO. 

“Now everything has 
changed, even the name of the 
PLO. Now it’s the Gaza libera- 
tion organisation," said Mr. 
Shawa. 

Islamic activists know they 
are battling three factors. First, 
Mr. Arafat retains hero status 
— a new brand of shampoo 
released this week in Gaza was 
even named after his wife, 
Soba. 

Second, Israel's sealing the 
territories last March means 
the unemployment rate among 
the 800,000 Gazans hovers 
around 70 per cent. There are 
high hopes that peace will 
bring development jobs. 

Third, no one wants Israel 
soldiers around. 

But more than an Israeli 
withdrawal, the agreement 
spells out that the Palestinians 
will stop attacks on Israel. That 



A Palestinian expellee from Nablus packs his bags 
in anticipation of his return home. The Intonation 


al Red Cross informed the 396 exiles in southern 
Lebanon 189 of them would be able to return 
starting Thursday (AFP photo) 


goes against the basic strategy 
of Islamic groups. 

“The Islamic opponents 
established a clear red line. 
They said, 'Go ahead and sign 
the agreement. We are not 
going to cut off your hands’,” 
said Adn an Salim, a former 
activist. “But in return you are 
not going to stop us from con- 
tinuing our armed struggle." 

The return of the 400 
Palestinians exiled to the bor- 
der with Lebanon since last 
December, expected to start 
this week, will boost Islamic 
activists' cause. 


Islamic said they will get 
support from other movements 
in Algeria, Egypt and Iran. 

“Everyone thinks Arafat is 
not entitled to negotiate over 
Palestine because this piece of 
land docs not belong to him 
only, but to all Muslims,” said 
Mr. Salim. 

Fighters say they will shoot 
anyone who blocks them, in- 
cluding a Palestinian police 
force — Palestinians have 
already killed more than 750 
fellow Arabs suspected of col- 
laboration during the six-year 
uprising against Israel’s 
occupation. 


Mainstream PLO supporters 
say that won’t happen. 

“The Palestinians are very 
violent, but against occupa- 
tion, not against a legal author- 
ity,” said Tawfiq Mahbou, a 
PLO backer in Jabaliya. 

So far, derision is the main 
tool of Islamic parties. 

In a recent prayer speech 
detailing 10 reasons why good 
Muslims should reject the 
plan. Sheikh Muttawa thun- 
dered, “God promised para- 
dise for Mohammad and his 
followers. He did not promise 
them Gaza and Jerichp.” 


Shukaki: 
Arafat 
could start 
civil war 


DAMASCUS (R) — Palestinian 
Islamic hardliners plan to keep 
fighting Israel regardless of a 
proposed peace deal, and if they 
clash with other Palestinians the 
blame will lie with Yasser Arafat, 
one of their exiled leaders says. 

“We will avoid any dash with 
any Palestinian. We will direct 
our attention just at the Israeli 
occupation.*’ Fatbi Shukaki, who 
was expelled by Israel in 1988 for 
bis role in the Palestinian uprising 
told Reuters Television. 

“We will continue our struggle 
through intifada, through armed 
straggle and through any other 
means,' said Mr. Shukaki, 
secretary-genera] of the Islamic 
Jihad movement in Palestine. 

But he added: “They (the 
Israelis) are counting on Arafat 
to pm an end to the intifada. This 
is the first test he must perform to 
show them he is the man for the 
job." 

Mr. Arafat's “Gaza-Jericho 
first" peace deal would tadude 
creation of. a Palestinian police 
force in areas allowed interim 
self-rule. 

“We are against dvil war, but 
we fear the other side. Arafat and 
his group might start some kind 
of dvil war,” Mr. Shukaki said. 

Mr. Arafat has sold his soul for 
the sake of his body. He has sold 
his soul in return for the deal.” 

The Islamic Jihad Movement in 
Palestine, created in 1981 oper- 
ates mainly in the Israeli- 
occupied territories but is smaller 
than the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation’s (PLO) main fun- 
damentalist rival, Hamas. 

It opposes all peace talks and 
seek the whole of pre-1948 Pales- 
tine as the territory of an inde- 
pendent Arab state. 

Mr. Shukaki called the prop- 
osed PLO- Israel deal “a crime." 

“It is against the Koran, 
against Islamic law, and mutual 
recognition between Israel and 
the PLO will lead to the Israeli 
domination of the whole region,” 
he said. 

But he distanced his group 
from assassination threats against 
things worse,” he said. 


Israel ponders a great taboo — a Palestinian state 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Now that 
the taboo on Israel recognising 
the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) has been lifted, 
the Idea of an independent 
Palestinian state is taking increas- 
ing shape here. 

Officially the government is 
maintaining Israel's traditional 
resistance to such a state, and 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
voices opposition daily. 

But he has agreed to hear 
Palestinian demands during nego- 
tiations on a permanent settle- 
ment to the Palestinian question. 

Those negotiations are set to 
start with the third year of 
Palestinian autonomy and some 
people have decided the time has 
already come to thrash out the 
details. 

Labour Party General Secret- 
ary Nissim Zvflh’ declared Mon- 
day that the historic autonomy 


agreement with the PLOs which 
Israel hopes will be signed next 
week, “leads to the establishment 
'of an Israeli-Palestinian confed- 
eration.” 

Only separate stal join a con- 
federation. 


“Such a confederation mil en- 
able both peoples to live in peace, 
side by side,” Mr. Zvilli told 
journalists. 

Avraham Burg, the Labour 
Party chairman of the parliamen- 
tary education committee, back- 
ed “the Palestinians' right to self- 
determination (which leads) to 
tile creation of independent states 
neighbouring Israel.” 


“I support such a state, pro- 
vided it does not affect Israel’s 
rights," he told a meeting on 
Sunday of Labour Party “doves." 
’ Mr. Rabin’s ruling Labour Par- 
ty recognised the “national 


rights” of the Palestinians for the 
first time in its 1991 manifesto, 
seven months before last year’s 
elections were held. 

Even Israel's ambassador in 
Washington, Itamar Rabinovich, 
admitted Sunday that the auton- 
omy accord could lead to a 
Palestinian state, but that the 
question remained in suspense 
for the five years of autonomy 
until a permanent settlement is 
sorted out. 

“We know full well that the 
Palestinians want a state,” he 
said. 

With the PLO and Israel ex- 
pected shortly to sign a declara- 
tion of mutual recognition to end 
three decades of enmity, another 
taboo, the future of Jerusalem, is 
now also being increasingly aired 
in public. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Yossi 
Belin rode into the breech on 


Sunday declaration that Arab 
East Jerusalem should be made 
an “autonomous quarter” as part 
of a permanent settlement. 

“The town could thus remain 
untied on the urban and adminis- 
trative level with the Jewish 
population tied politically to 
Israel and the Arab population to 
the Palestinian entity which will 
be created,” be said. 

But no one has yet dared to 
raise the final toboo: The right of 
return for Palestinian refugees 
from the war of 1948 when the 
United Nations says 726,000 left 
thier -homes. ' • • 


There is a general consensus 
among Israelis that the return of 
so many refugees — some two 
million are today registered with 
the United Nations — would 
threaten the existence of the Jew- 
ish state. 


Scottich lawyer to meet 
Libya Lockerbie suspects 


LONDON (Agencies) — Scottish 
lawyer Alistair Duff has said be 
would soon travel to Libya to 
meet with two Libyan nationals 
suspected of carrying out the 1988 
Lockerbie bombing. 

Mr. Duff, 39, told the British 
Press Association he bad been 
contacted by Libyan lawyer Ibra- 
him Legwell and would go to 
Libya with Lord Macaulay of 
Bragar, also a Scottish lawyer, 
“within two or three weeks.” 

Mr. Legwell and Mr. Duff had 
met in Scotland on Aug. 4. 

Mr. Duff also confirmed a re- 
port by the daily paper the Scots- 
man that he and Lord Macaulay 
had met with Libyan representa- 
tives in Brassies in mid-August. 

The British government 
guaranteed Libya Sunday that the 
two suspects would receive a fair 
trial if extradited to Britain. 

The United States, Britain and 
France had warned Libya on 
Aug. 13 to extradite the two men 
by Oct. 1. 

The explosion on board a Pan 
American Boeing 747 above the 
Scottish village of Lockerbie left 
270 people dead on Dec. 21, 
1988. 

Mr. Duff told Scottish Televi- 
sion he had agreed to represent 


the men after meeting Mr. Leg- 
well in Edinburgh’s Balmoral 
hotel three weeks ago. 

Mr. Legwell’s rant was the 
result of inquiries by a London 
law firm advising the Libyans, 
Mr. Duff added. 

Mr. Duff said be planned to go 
to the Libyan capital Tripoli to 
meet Abdul Basel AH Moham- 
mad Al Mewgrahi and Al Amin 
Khalifa Fhimah as soon as possi- 
ble, probably within the next 14 
days. 

The British Foreign Office 
would not confirm a Sunday 
newspaper report that a secret 
deal had been signed with Libya 
to bring the two accused men for 
trial in Scotland. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said: “We have given die Libyans 
a series erf detailed assurances 
about a fair trial in Scotland and 
the treatment of the two men 
after they have been surren- 
dered." 

He was responding to the Sun- 
day Post which reported: “Every 
last detail of the plan to bring the 
men here has now been signed by 
the two governments.” 

Britain and die United States 
say die two were responsible for 
planting the Pan Am bomb. 


Hariri close to securing 
reconstruction funds 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Lebanon 
is dose to securing the $500 mil- 
lion promised by Arab stares to 
rebuild the country after fero- 
cious Israeli bombardments in the 
Igst week of July, Lebanese offi- 
cials said. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has promised to give $75 
million towards the $500 in aid 
promised by the Arab League to 
help rebuild Lebanon, a 
Lebanese official said here. 

Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
Al Hariri said he had held “fruit- 
ful” talks with UAE President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan. 

The aid, promised at an Arab 
League meeting at the end of 
July, is also aimed at rebuilding 
the Lebanese army. 

Mr. Hariri has so far secured' 
around $150 million from several 
Arab countries and was expected 
to obtain nearly £300 mflUou when 
he visits Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The remaining $50 million will 
be given by other Arab countries, 
with Egypt and Syria donating 
$10 million each. 

During their talks in Abu Dha- 
bi late Sunday, Sheikh Zayed 
pledged to pay $75 million while 
Bahrain, Oman and Qatar have 


already promised around $54 mil- 
ban. 

Sources dose to the Lebanese 
delegation said Mr. Hariri was 
exposed to get around $200 mil- 
lion from Saudi Arabia. 

The prime minister has visited 
several Arab League states with 
the league’s secretary general, 
Esmat Abdul Meguid, to secure 
the promised funds. He flew to 
Kuwait late Monday before visit- 
ing Saudi Arabia. 

Addressing the Lebanese com- 
munity in Abu Dhabi Monday, 
Mr. Hariri appeared to be less 
critical of the Israeli-Palestinian 
agreement to grant Palestinians 
limited autonomy in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho. 

“Arabs are divided between 
supporters and opponents of the 
agreement but there is no abso- 
lute opposition. We should not 
take any hasty opinion against 
any agreement and we hope that 
accord will positively affect 
Lebanon.” 

But be maintained the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) had not consulted with 
Lebanon and other Arab states 
bordering Israel. 

Mr. Hariri said Lebanon would 
only negotiate with Israel through 
the peace talks in Washington. 


China 
keeps up 

war of words 
in ship affair 


HONG KONG (AFP) — China 
is keeping up its war of words on 
die Yrnhe incident, Monday with 
the official Xinhua news agency 
sending two dispatches m short 
order condemning the United 
States. 

In the first story, monitored 
here, it quoted a stinging attack 
by China? leading' newspaper - On 
Washington, which said the Un- 


ble-for^Sll the consequences” of 
charging That a Chinese ship was 
carrying banned chemicals to 
Iran. 

The second story covered ver- 
batim a statement by the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the Nation- 


al People’s Congress which ac- 
cused the United States of 


“groundless accusations,” of 
sending vessels and aircraft “to 
harass the ship ...and wilfully 
spread slanderous rumours.” 

The United States had “grossly 
infringed upon China’s sovereign- 
ty and violated the right to free- 
dom of navigation on the high 
seas and brutally trampled on 
international law and the norms 
guiding international relations,” 
Xinhua quoted the statement as 
saying. 

But "the U.S. scheme has en- 
ded in failure before the ironclad 
facts,” it added. 

The statement also reiterated 
Peking’s demand for a public 
apology and restitution for 
alleged economic losses. . 

Earlier Xinhua had quoted the 
newspaper as saying “the wrong- 
doing of the United States in the 
Ylnhe incident has cast a dark 
shadow over sino-U.S. rela- 
tions.” 

The article, entitled “U.S. con- 
duct on the Yinhe incident,” was 
carried by the People’s Daily in 
its Tuesday edition. 

The People’s Daily article, ac- 
oised the United States of violat- 
ing international law and said 
without elaboration that 
Washington must “be held fully 
responsible for all the consequ- 
ences.” 

. It also repeated Foreign Minis- 
try calls Sunday for a formal 
apology. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arafat to have homes in Gaza and Jericho 


CAIRO (AFP) — Yasser Arafat plans to have homes in Jericho 
and the Gaza Strip after the autonomy deal is signed with Israel, 
the Egyptian news agency reported Tuesday. Mr. Arafat told 
Egyptian newspaper editors Monday night that he would have a 
permanent residence in Jericho on the West Bank and a tempore* 
one in Gaza City, the Middle East News Agency said. TrSb 
Palestine Liberation Organisation chairman said be had chosen 
Jericho because even though it was a small town, he would be 
“closer to all the Palestinians still living under Israeli occupation." 


UNHCR prepares for return of 3im Afghans 


GENEVA (AFP) — The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) embarks next week on a trip to prepare for 
the return 'of some 3.S million Afghan refugees, a UNHCR 
spokesman said Tuesday. Sadako Ogata is scheduled to leave 
Monday on a nine-day voyage to Iran. Afghanistan — including the 
Afghan capital Kabul — and Pakistan, spokesman Santiago 
Romero-Perez said. The refugees who fled the protracted conflict 
between a Soviet backed government and guerrillas constitute the 
largest single group of exiles currently benefiting from UNHCR 
assistance, the Spokesman said. Some have been refugees as long 
as 14 years. Afghan rebels toppled the Kabul government in April 
1992 after 14 years of civil war. There are an estimated 23 million 
Afghan refugees in Iran ami another 1.5 million in Pakistan. Whfy 
in Iran, Ms. Ogata is also to discuss the problem of refugees from 
neighbouring Iraq and the former Soviet republic of Azerbaijan, 
Mr. Romero-Perez said. 


Eight killed In Algeria police raid 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Eight Muslim fundamentalists were killed as 
they tried to escape a raid by security forces, a security servi ce 
official said Monday. The group had tried to flee the raid Saturday 
night in a Mansourah. some 300 kilometres east of Algiers, 
which was carried out “following information received from 
citizens," the official said. A machinegun, automatic pistol and 
home-made bomb were found along with two stolen vehicles 
during the operation, the official added. Among those killed were 
“suspected terrorists” Abdul Kader Khaled, 23. Boualem Setn- 
tnoud, 43, Ayache Fennouah, 30 and a man identified only as 
Abdul Hafid, 28. The other four were not identified. Algerian 
Prime Minister Redha Malek has pledged to crackdown on 
extremist violence in which 200 people have died since January 
1992. 
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France pledges help to Palestinians 


PARIS (R) — Foreign Minister Alain Juppe, stressing Para’ 
fervent support of the current Middle East peace proce ss, sa id 
Monday that France would play a leading part in European 
Community economic aid to Palestinians. “We are going to play a 
role in leading our EC partners to increase economic and financial 
aid (to the West Bank and Gaza Strip) because much is at stake 
there,” Mr. Juppe told reporters. “If the Palestinians who have 
lived precariously for years see material changes in their daily lives, 
1 believe we can be optimistic about the success of peace process." 
he said after talks with Palestine Liberation Organisation envoy to 
France Leila Chahid. Mr. Juppe said France backed “enthusiasti- 
cally" the process towards a proposed peace agreement between 
Israel and the PLO which offers Palestinians early autonomy in the 
occupied Gaza Strip and the West Bank town of Jericho. France 
itself will do all it can to help, starting with its own bilateral 
cooperation with the occupied areas and madame Chahid has told 
me how especially important were our programmes to train 
(Palestinian) administrators and civil servants,” the minister told 

!: reporters.' 

|4taly frees Kttf dis h -spokesman from prison 


ROME (R) — Italy Monday released a Kurdish guerrilla repre- 
sentative held in a Rome prison since last Thursday. Ali Sapan. 29, 
a spokesman in Europe tor the separatist Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), was released from Rome's Rebibbia prison after judges 
decided the alleged offences for which Mr. Sapan was being heA 
had lapsed under Italian law. Justice Minister Giovanni Conso had 
asked Rome's appeal court on Sunday to revoke Mr. Sapan’s 
detention after receiving fresh documentation from the Turkish 
authorities which described the allegations in depth. The Turkish 
authorities have said they wanted Mr. Sapan extradited on charges 
of subversion. Italian officials did not say whether Mr. Sapan 
would be extradited. Mr. Sapan was defined in central Rome on 
Thursday after leaving the city’s foreign press dub where he had 
given a news conference on his efforts to negotiate the release of 
two Italian tourists currently in the hands of Kurdish separatists. 

Rushdie hints Iran may oe ssiiMutag stance 
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LONDON (AFP) — British author Salman Rushdie, who has 
spent four years in hiding from Muslim fundamentalists, hinted 
Tuesday that he believed Iran could be shifting its stance on the 
“fotwa” or death threat against him. In an article m the Guardian 
newspaper, Mr. Rushdie rebuked the British press for its “kafkaes- 
que” news values which he said starved terrorism's adversaries of 
publicity and called for increased media support. “It is possible that 
Iran is trying to find the language that will solve the problem, fCL,- 
tbe fatwa ... is essentially a matter of Iran’s internal politics: Hov-. 
are they to do what the world demands and still manage to play to j 
the home audience as well?” Mr. Rushdie, who condemned the 
press here for scant coverage of his recent visit to Prague, described ' 
how Speaker Nateq-Nouri of the Iranian Majlis had reversed his 
position, saying it was not Iran’s policy to have the author killed. 


Germany fress two detained Algerian activists 


MUNICH, Germany (AFP) — A court here Monday released * 
from detention two Muslim fundamentalists wanted by the 
AJgenan authorities over a fatal airport bombing. The court said r 
extiaffition documents submitted by Algeria did not prove that 
I«bah Kebtr and Oussama Madam had carried out the August 
1992 attack on Algiers airport, in which nine people died and 123 * 
were wounded. Mr. Madani, 23, son of Abassi Madam, the jailed " 
^der of the outlawed Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), and KeSr. 

Y WCre arrested in June- However, the ' 
whetber t ZP rznt 311 extradition request by 
the military-backed government. The pair, both seeking asylum in 

^ fere sentenced to death in their absen«in Slay for . 
their alleged part in the Bomb attack. 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamil Tarif 794710 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim 885446 

Dr. Faycz Al Dabbas 75915S 

Dr. Yousef Rashcd 896301 

Funs pharmacy ... 661912 

Fcrdcws pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsaiu pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


Church of the Annunrlatim Tel. 
623541. 

AugHcan Chun* Td. 630851, Td.. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Ai m e ula n Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

Sl Ephraim Chun* Td. 771751. 
Amman later nati on al Church Td. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Chnrch Tel: 
824328. 

The Chun* of JkM Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 823824. 654932 
Church of Nssareu Td .675691. 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Chun* SweHcb, 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SC Joseph Chun* Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annamdation Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Td. 661757 


OlBUh 

Dr. Faycz AI OatU 248743 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Kaluun Hyusat 987725 

KhaUfch pharmacy ............... 98S4I7 

Church Td: 622366 


Bulletin supplied by the Department ef 
Meteorology. 

Weather will be fine with deeds 
appearing at km altitudes. Winds wOl 
be westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 15/27 

Aqaba 22/35 

Deserts 14/31 

Jordan Valley il 1 34 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Ov3 Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Scorify Department 630321 

Hotel Complaiiiu 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reran* 623101 

AbdaG Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority .................. 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company .. 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport..... 08-53200 


FOB THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) irtfoneatkui depart- 
ment at the Qiau Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Dubai (RJ) 

Wrt® Abu Dhabi (RJ1 

Ifc* Jeddah (RJ) 

18:18 Larnaca (RJ) 

IfcSI Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17:35 London (Rf) 

17:55 Frankfurt (RJ) 

18s2S Istanbul (RJ) 

Hfc3t .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

19:18 ......... — Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19:11 Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

HM8 RomciRJ) 

Romc(RJ) 

ttW* Riyadh (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Dubai (A2) 

J*® -...Cairo (MS) 

“2® Sharjah. Doha (GF) 

Ka r achi. D anu^ Qff (pf j 

52 Beirut (ME) 

22: ® 5 Vienna. Larnaca (OS) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 

(Terminal i) 

*5-2 Madrid (RJ) 

5*2 (RJ) 

11:15 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Berlin. London (RJ I 

IJ2? Romc(RJ) 

!'s® Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

£2 Colombo (RJ) 

25S Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

52 Abu Dhabi, Bangkok (RJ) 

-22 -iKw{rj) 

- Dbahran(RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

•S* 4 * Beirut, ftuis (AF) 

”2 Rome (AZ) 

"Ef Beirut (ME) 

5*2 Jeddah (SU) 

14:15 Cairo (MS) 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 
^idJtoernty.J.Arira... 6442SJ/6 
Akilch Matcnuty.J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malta*. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmrisanl .... M4171/4 

Shmcbani Hoipital 669131 

Uni rarity Hospital S45MS 

Al-Muasncr Hospital 6672279 

666127/37 

Al-Ahu.Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhajrcca 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.SMarka 891611/15 

Ouccn Aha Hospital ... 6022 4W50 

674,55 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

- 109)900560 
rj 1 M 5j££!i (09WS6732 

Modem Hospnjrf -....(09)990990 

htatomiHospita (02)275555 

sssssse _sh 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 

1*36 Bahr a in. Doha (GF) 

18.-88 Karachi (PI) •“* 




MARKET PRICES 

UppceJomcr price in Bis per kg. 

;APP*c 600800 , 

Banana 6® 

Banana (Mukamnur) 628 -, 

Beans 600* 500 . 

Cabbage 170 / 100 

Carrot 360/250 

Cauliflower 28V 200 

Cuetanbcnflargc) 160/100 

Cucumbers (smafl) 320 / 250 

Eggplant 180/90 

JtTv - MO /200 

Garlic 800/600 

Crapes 320240 

Guava 480/ 380 

Lon 00 260 f lW 

Manw(taqic) 200/100 

Marrow (small) 350/280 

Mulukhia 120 f tfl 

Okra 75Qft<0 

Onion (dry) 2101160 

Ptar 90W6C0 ' 

Pepper (hot) 200/ 140 . 

Pepper (sweet) 250/ ISO 

Potato 35Q> 288 

Tomato .... ]4ffa0 

Sweet adon SOT*) 

Watermelon ...... 150/100 
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Syria, Lebanon and Jordan agree 
to joint plan to promote tourism 


-c 


J28S 








.AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan, 
Lebanon and Syria have agreed 
to launch an executive program- 
pie aimed at marketing their tour- 
ist attractions abroad, according 
to Minister of Tourism Yanal 
Ffikmat Tuesday. 

Speaking upon his return from 
Latalaa, Syria where he attended 
'a regional tourism semmar, the 
ntinisaer said he and his counter- 
parts agreed to implement a joint 
plan- for promoting tourism 
through publications, leaflets and 
other media materials featuring 
tourist attractions in the- three 
countries. 

Mr. H ifanat said that the three 
countries had signed an agree- 
ment in 1974 to cooperate in 
promoting the tourism industry, 
mul now they will begin an execu- 
tive programme to implement 
this agreement. 

The three countries have 



Yanal ffikmat 


agreed to coordinate their efforts 
at Internationa] conference, orga- 
nise joint tourism exhibitions in 
Arab and foreign capitals to in- 
form the public about then- folk- 
lore, cultural heritage, local foods 
ami other aspects of fife, said the 
minister. 

Marketing of tourist attractions 
in the' three countries is to be 
done through the tourist and 


travel agencies, transport firms 
and national tourist office, he 
added. 

Furthermore, the three coun- 
tries have agreed to exchange 
school curricula dealing with 
tourism industry personnel train- 
ing, hotel management and in- 
formation exchange in tourism 
related fields, added Mr. HikmaL 

According to the minister, the 
three countries also agreed to 
facilitate the entry of tourist 
groups from Lebanon, Syria and 
Jordan and to set up technical 
committees to conduct studies for 
improving and promoting further 
future cooperation in tourism. 

Mr. Hikmat said that the semi- 
nar was held in the framework of 
the 1974 agreement. 

He was accompanied to the 
Latakia seminar by representa- 
tives of the private and public 
sectors in Jordan. « 
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Israel arrests four Iraqis 
who escaped police chase 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Four Iraqis, who 
were arrested by Israeli au- 
thorities near the demarcation 
line between Jordan and the 
Jewish state, had .escaped a 
police chase in the Jordanian 
desert, according to security 
sources. 

The sources said the four 
were riding one of two vans 
which were chased by police in 
the early hours of Friday. One 
of the vans was intercepted; 
the other was “lost” in die. 
Wadi Araba region. 

Three Iraqi nationals riding 
the intercepted vehicles, iden- 
tified as a large GMC van, 
were detained. The van was 
found carrying arms, suggest- 
ing that the group was involved 
in weapon smuggling, accord- 
ing to the source. 

The main hem in the arms 
haul was 14- milH m etre guns. 
Iraq is known to produce simi- 
lar guns. 

Reporting on the other four 


who were detained by the 
Israelis, the Jerusalem Post 
quoted a military source as 
saying that an army patrol 
crossed into Jordanian terri- 
tory near a Jewish settlement 
to arrest the four, “who waved 
a white flag to attract their 
attention.” 

“The four were dressed in 
civilian clothes and carried Ira- 
qi (identification) cards. No 
equipment was found in their 
possession,’ die Jerusalem Post 


reported. 
The ret 


report did not mention 
any vehicle. 

Other Israeli reports said the 
four were believed to be Iraqis 
whose residency papers in Jor- 
dan had expired and did not 
want to go bade to their coun- 
try in the absence of visas to 
travel to any other destination. 

According to the Jordanian 
source, police had given chase 
to the two vehicles after they 
were observed behaving suspi- 
ciously. The source did not say 
when the arms found in the 
vehicle could have entered Jor- 


dan. “Investigations are con- 
tinuing,” the source said. 

In the wake of the disarming 
-of the bulk of die one-million 
strong Iraq’s Popular Army 
after the Gtuf war in 1991, light 
weapons possessed by the mili- 
tia become a favourite for 
smugglers into Jordan. 

Members of the Iraqi Popu- 
lar Army were reportedly sell- 
ing their light arms to smug- 
glers to raise money to cope 
with the hardships resulting 
from the international sanc- 
tions against Iraq. The sanc- 
tions were imposed after the 
August 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The flow of smuggled arms 
added to die weapons which 
were already in possession of 
Jordanians who feared a spil- 
lover of the Gulf war into the 
Kingdom. 

Early this year, the govern- 
ment enforced strict regula- 
tions governing possession of 
arms and has been connecting 
all weapons except licensed 
personal arms from the public. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers 
are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the con- 
cerned institutions. 


& Art exhibition fry Egyptian, 
artist EL Bflcar at the Bakp’ 

- Art Gallery in Fuheis. 

* Thirty paintings by Amor 
Armens and Saiam Kannaa at 
the Afia Art Gallery. 

ft Plastic art exhibition by 
artists Mohammad A1 'Ameri 
and Ghassan Abu Laban at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

it New art gallery, “Darat A1 
Funun,” of the Abdul Hamid 
Shoman Foundation. Prog- 
ramme includes the perma- 
nent exhibition and the 
“Chair” exhBrftiou in Jabal 
Lnwribdefa. 

ft Exhibition by Syrian artist 
NadMr Isma*3 at Baladna Art 
Gallery. 

-ft Exhibition of paintings by 
J ordania n artist Bfehara Nqj- 
jar at EsfabeBa Art Gallery, 
Amra Shopping Centre. 


Feature Shn entitled; “Let- 
ter to Brezhnev” at the Brit- 
ish Council at 7:00 pan. 

DIALOGUE 

it Dialogue with Moroccan 
port, novelist, and politician 
Abdul Latif Ai-Lu’bl at 
Abdul Hamid Shomsfn 
. Foundation. ' 

Hurd urges 
end to rift 

(Continued from page 1) 

“We are in agreement to sup- 
port the Israefi and PLO peace 
initiative, and agreed that recent 
progress in the Middle East peace 
talk* should be supported by all 
means,” Mr. Hurd told reporters. 

Britain, he affirmed, “fully 
supports politically and financial- 
ly, the Israeli and PLO peace 
initiative.” 

■. “All should contribute ... the 
EC, the GO C and others. And it 
is Time for Arab, states tcnecon- 
dle. The IsracK-PLO agreement 
needs support.- Arabs yrcrc <fi- 
vided on the Gulf war but the 
Situation is different now." 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent congratulates Brazil 

AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
die. Regent, Tuesday sent a cable to the president of Brazil 
congratulating him on his country’s independence day and 
wishing him continued good health and h a ppi n ess and the people 
of Brazil further progress and prosperity 

French envoy awarded by Royal Decree 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Tuesday 
awarding Dennis Bauchaxd, the French ambassador to Jordan, 
the Jordanian Independence Medal of die East Order in 
recognition of his efforts to bolster Franco-Joidaman relations. 
The medal was presented to the ambassador who win end his tour 
of duty in Jordan this month by Monster of Stale For Foreign 
Affairs Tahd Sataan A1 Hassan during ajunch held in his honour 
at the Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel. The function was attended 
by Minister of Interior Salameh Hammad and senior officials 
from the Foreign Mnristiy, as well as several beads of diplomatic 
missions In Jordan. - 

Council accepts blind students to state universities 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Education and Higher Education 
Khaled A1 Omari Tuesday said the Council of Higher Education 
decided in its session Monday to accept 11 blind students at the 
-Jordanian state universities, upon the recommendation of Prince 
Ra'd Ben Zeid, the honorary president of the Friends of the Blind 
Society? .The council also accepted the resignation of Nasereddm 
AI Asad, president of the Amman National School and the 
of Eid Dahiyat as bis replacement. The council 
the appointments of Hassan MaDmwi as dean of the 
Scientific Research Department, Raji Najib as dean of the 
Pharmacy Faculty and Abdul Majid Nseir as dean of the Higher 
Students Department at the Jordan University of Science and 
Technology (JUST). The council also granted the University of 
Applied Sciences, and Al Zaitounah University general accredita- 
tion. 

Trade minister heads for Arab economic meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry and Trade Bassam Al 
Saket today (Wednesday) leaves for Cairo to take part in the 
two-day meetings of the Arab Economic and Social Council, 
which will be held Thursday at the ministerial leveL •, 

Russian official to arrive for talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — The director of the Department of Africa- 
and Middle East at the Russian Foreign Ministry is expected to 
arrive here today (Wednesday) on a two-day visit to Jordan for 
talks with Prime Minister Abdul Saiam Al MajaH and the Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs Talal Sataan Al Hassan on the latest 
developments erf the Arab-Israeli peace talks and issues of mutual 
interest. 

Jordan participates In world conference 
on gifted children 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director of the Jubilee School project of 
Noor Al Hussem. 'Foundation Fatin Taiwan has represented 
Jordan in the International Conference on Gifted Children which 
1ms recently held in Toronto Sunday. Taking part in the 
ooderence were r epre sen tatives of 52 countries. Dr. Jarwan 
presented a working paper on die rede of intelligence tests in 
identifying! talented children. Also participating in the conference 
was .Alia radda of the Jubilee SchooL Ms. Fadda presented a 
working paper on the features distinguishing gifted children 
fhmiKas from other families. She based her paper on a survey 
covering a sample of students from the 10th grade. ' • 

CVDB approves JD 500,000 in loans 

AMMAN (Pefira) — The Board of Directors of the Cities and 
Villages Development Bank (CVDB) has approved 20 loans 
worth JD 500,000. This brings to JD 7 million the sum granted by. 

the bank as loans since tlte beginning of the year. 


Jordan’s surgeons 
get a tribute at 
Arab conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Health 
Minister Abdul Rahim Malbas 
Tuesday said Jordanian surgeons 
have developed excellent reputa- 
tion m Jordan and abroad thanks 
to their dedication. 

The large number of patients 
arriving in Jordan for treatment 
stands out as evidence of the 
Jordanian Surgeons' skills and 
high performance, said Dr. 
Malhas in an address at the open- 
ing of a pan-Arab conferene on 
thoracic medicine and surgery. 

deputising for Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, the health minister 
said that Jordanian surgeons 
work as a team and are deter- 
mined to pursue the latest techni- 
ques in medicine and surgery. 

Fawzi Gharaibefa, President of 
University of Jordan, which is 
hosting the three-day meeting, 
said despite its limited resources 
and means, Jordan has been able 
to make vast strides in medicine 
in a relatively short time span. 

Dr. Abdullah Qudah, • presi- 
dent of the Jordanian Cardiolog- 


ist and Thoracic Surgeons Society 
which organised the conference, 
said Jordan has controlled infec- 
tious diseases, adopted primary 
health care services at the nation- 
al level and achieved high- 
standard be lath services. 

The present conference, the 
first of its kind in the Arab 
World, was organised at the re- 
commendation of the Second 
Jordanian Medical Conference 
held in Amman in 1989, said Dr: 
Qudah. 

He said the three-day 30- 
session conference will review a 
wide range of topics including 
tuberculosis, lung cancer, mental 
diseases and smoking among 
others. 

An exhibition of medical 
equipment and drugs provided by 
various local and foreign firms 
was opened on the side lines of 
the conference. 

Dr. Qudah said 500 specialists 
from Jordan, the Arab states and 
other foreign countries are taking 
part m the conference. 



i i i I ; fc « ! i Wh 

1 .! . 1 1 . i t I ..cdsfc 


Minister of Health Abdul Rahim Malhas at the opening of the pan-Arab conference on thoracf . 
medicine and surgery (Petra photo) 


Ministry completes 
first stage of illiteracy 
eradication project 


AMMAN (Petra) — By the year 
2000, Jordan expats to eradicate 
illiteracy in the Kingdom, and the 
Ministry of Education is im- 
plementing a two-stage project 
designed to provide teachers with 
the skills necessary to educate the 
illiterate at adult education litera- 
cy centres. 

According to a senior ministry 
official Tuesday, the first stage of 
the project, which is financed by 
the Islamic Educational Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (ISES- 
CO), has been completed and 
entailed preparing trainers. 

The second stage, which is cur- 
rently underway, aims at training 
the teachers themselves, accord- 
ing to Ahmad Sous, head of the 
immstry’s Eradication of Illitera- 
cy Department. mf 

Noting that Jordan won the 
1993 award from UNESCO (Un- 
ited Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisation) 
for its efforts in education, Mr. 
Sous said the drive against illi- 
teracy goes back to 1952 when the 


government issued a law making 
education compulsory and free 
.for the first six years. 

In 1964 compulsory education 
covered, the first nine years of 
primary education and in the 
1987 National Education Confer- 
ence, the government announced 
that compulsory education covers 
the first 10 years, Mr. Sous 
added. 

Speaking on the eve of Jor- 
dan's observance of World Li- 
teracy Day, today (Wednesday), 
Mr. Sous said that plans are 
underway to expand adult educa- 
tion and increase courses in- 
tended to stamp out illiteracy in 
Jordan by the year 2000. 

He said that in 1961 illiteracy in 
Jordan stood at 67.6 per cent 
among those aged 15 years and 
above, and dropped to *15.5 per 
cent at the end of 1992. 

The overall estimated rate of 
illiteracy of people of various 
ages is still around 20 per cent, 
but this is likely to drop eight per 
cent by the end of the century , 
added Mr. Sous. 



RESULTS OF FIRST YEAR DIG: An archaeolo- 
gical team from Brown University in Rhode Idaod, 
U.S., working in cooperation with the Department 
of Antiquities, has concluded the first year of 
archaeological survey and excavation of the South- 
ern Temple at Nabatean city of Petra, according to 
Department of Antiquities Director General SafWaa 
Tdl. Dr. Tell said the Southern Temple, also known 


as the Great Temple, was built by the Nabateans in 
313 a. d. Afterwards the city of Petra was conquered 
by Emperor Constantine of the Eastern Roman 
Empire and the temple was used as a church. 
According to Dr. Tell, the Southern Temple repre- 
sents one of tiie major archaeological components of 
the ancient city as well as one of the largest temple 
structures to be found there. 


SSC may 
have to raise 
subscription 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
General of the Social Security 
Corporation (SSC) Mohammad 
Saleh Houranl Tuesday said the 
corporation might have to raise 
its subscription rates from 15 per 
cent to 18 per cent, to meet the 
SSCs future obligations to be- 
neficiaries. 

Mr. Hourani said an actuarial! 
.report prepared by an expert 
British firm on the corporation’s 
financial situation in the short, 
medium and long run (up to the 
year 2091, stressed the need for 
taking special measures to ensure 
the balance between the corpora- 
tion’s revenues and expenditures. 

The report recommended that 
monthly subscription rates be 
raised to meet the corporation's 
future financial obligations. Mr. 
Hourani said the report dealt 
with 14 different assumptions 
based on expectations of and 
changes in population growth 
rates, fertility, birth and death 
rates, investments, changes of 
wage levels, and expected salary 
increases. 

Talking about the report, Mr. 
Hourani said it included a de- 
tailed analysis of the corpora- 
tion’s financial situation during 
the period from 1987 to 1991. 

.. The report predicted a de- 
crease in the fertility rate from its 
1991 level of 5.6 per cent to 3.1 
after 40 years. 

This decrease, the report said, 
will lead to a decline in the 
population growth rates from the 
1991 level of 3.3 to 1.1 percent by 
2031. 

Based on these predictions, the 
report estimated Jordan’s popula- 
tion by the year 2091 at 24 mil- 
lion. The number of subscribers 
will also jump to 3.37 million, and 
the number of pensioners will be 
1.7 million. 

This means the subscriber- 
pensioner ration will decrease 
from its 1991 level of 17.5 subscri- 
bers per pensioner to 3.8 subsri- 
bers per pensioner after 40 years 
and down to two subscribers for 
each pensioner in the 2091. 
according to the report. 



Now you can see 
what Mercedes-Benz has been 

doing over the last few years 

The C 180 


Now available in our showroom 
at (Al-Raqeem area). 



Mercedes-Benz 


T. Gargour & Fils - Tel. 732410 
" TRUST " Since 1928 




Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8. 


T.. 


W 


» 

s 



Jordan Times 


A* mkpmdcm Anb pofiikal ibUy paMabcd in Enjfah hy (be Jardai Pn F 
EaaNnhed ms 

ij ii, pB * yu ^ L^.LiRi ;j* i i n * .,* «_■ ■!_ L. _a 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 


Director General; 
MOHAMMAD AM AD 
Editor-iii-Clnef: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
/Jordan Times advertising department. 


Small sign of compromise 


THE IDEA floated earlier this week by Yossi 
Beilin, the Israeli deputy foreign minister, that 
East Jerusalem be granted limited autonomy on 
par with the rest of the West Bank could be the 
be ginning of a process that aims at finding an 
equitable solution to the thorny subject of the 
Holy City. 

According to this proposal, Jerusalem would 
remain united on urban and administrative levels 
but the Jewish population would be tied politically 
to Israel and the Pales tinians to the Pales tinian 
“entity” in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

As presently constituted, this formulation does 
not meet the requirements of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242 that applies to afl the 
occupied Arab territories and calls for complete 
Israeli withdrawal from them including Arab 
Jerusalem. 

• That notwithstanding, the Beilin formula drew 
immediate negative reaction from Mayor Teddy 
KoBek, who had earlier rebuffed a proposal by 
Hanan Ashrawi on making Jerusalem a joint 
Arab-Israeli capital by saying that “there is no 
room for two capitals and two municipalities.” 

No doubt the idea of the Israeli deputy foreign 
mmgstor on the future of the Holy City was not 
accidently floated. The Israeli government, under 
Yitzhak Rabin, must have known by now that 
peace in the Middle East cquld not be established 
without a just settlement of the issue of Jerusalem. 
As His Mqjesty King Hussein has repeatedly 
pointed out, the fate of the city must be deter- 
mined collectively by the three monotheistic faiths 
in order to eqjoy lasting effect. Maybe with this in 
mind, the negotiations on Jerusalem have b een 
put off till a later stage beginning no later than the 
third year of Palestinian autonomy. 

Clearly, there is no perfect solution to the 
future of the city that would satisfy completely 
and concurrently everybody concerned — Christ- 
ians, Muslims or Jews. A compromise scheme 
needs to be articulated and developed that meets 
the bare minimnm requirements of the three 
rdigioiis. - - • 

Whether the joint capital formula presented by 
the Palestinian side or any other plan is the final 
choice of all the concerned parties, a considerable 
amount of ingenuity and good faith is called for in 
the Implementation stage. The fact that the Rabin 
government through its deputy foreign minister is 
entertaining new thoughts on the subject may 
suggest that there is still room for successful 
negotiations on it. Beilin happens to be a close 
confidant of Foreign Minister Peres and the two 
are among the prime architects of the Oslo accord 
between the PLO and Israel. Obviously Israel is 
budging on the controversial issue, albeit not 
enough, and this development offers new possibili- 
ties for the quest for a final and permanent 
solution to the whole Arab-Israeli conflict. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


SAWT AL SHAAB Arabic daily backed King Hussein's call for an 
urgent Arab summit meeting to convene and discuss the 
developments in the Middle East. This meeting is of paramount 
importance in view of the agreement readied recently by the 
Palestinians and the Israelis on autonomy rule and the Gaza- 
Jericho first option, said the daily. This summit meeting is also 
needed to give its blessings to the Israeli -Syrian and Israeli- 
Joidanian agreements which are expected in the current Arab- 
Israeli peace talks in Washington, added the paper. What is 
required at the moment is a unified Arab stand and strategy with 
regard to the situation and the new realities in the Arab region in 
the wake of these agreements which constitute a turning point in 
the history of the Arab World, continued the paper. Yasser 
Arafat and many Arab leaders are in agreement with King 
Hussein’s idea of a summit meeting to review all these issues and 
to chart strategies to safeguard the Arab Nation's security. 


A COLUMNIST in Sawt AI Sltaab said that the private schools 
are exploiting students by forcing them to pay high prices for 
books which are provided by the government at nominal price. 
These private schools have been making great profit by selling the 
books to the students at a time when these same schools are 
raising the tuition fees at will, with total disregard of the ministry's 
regulation, said Nazih Qusus. Indeed, some students have 
reported that their schools had sold them the books at double the 
price they are charged by the bookshop and this is considered a 
rip off that our society should fight, he added. We suggest that the 
Ministry of Educatiom fixes price tags on each of the books it 
sells to the p 'ate schools so as to prevent their prices from being 
manipulated ‘-aid the writer. It is not possible for the Ministry of 
Education to tend teams of inspectors and watch the sale of each 
school textbc !. at the private schools in order to control the 
situation, he .it ted; therefore, the ministry can either resort to 
fixing price la "■ or request that all the private schools students 
buy their boo Hi redly from the ministry itself. 



PLO cash crisis casts shadow over talks 


By Clare Pedrick 


ROME — As Israel and the 
Palestinians moved closer to what 
appeared to be a historic step 
forward in their negotiations last 
week, Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials warned 
that a desperate cash crisis was 
threatening the future of the en- 
tire peace process. News of the 
accord for mutual recognition 
and limited self-rule for Palesti- 
nians in part of the occupied 
territories ooincided with the 
anouncement that the Rome 
office of the PLO, one of the 


most important in Europe, will 
idos< 


almost certainly have to dose due 
to lack of funds. 

And as the new round of peace 
talks opened in Washington 


D.C., chief Palestinian negotiator 
Faisal Husseini declared that the 


Arab delegation had been cut 
back drastically because the PLO 
no longer had the money to pay 
for hotel bills and airfares. 


The economic crisis facing the 
PLO is the most serious m its 


28-year history, say leading * 

Palestinian officials. Once, flush 
with monev liberal lv aiimlip/l hv PaJeStini 


, with money liberally supplied by 
its Arab supporters, the organisa- 
tion is on the verge of banknipt- 

§ f. The turnaround in the PLO’s 
□an rial fortunes is largely the 
result of the Gulf war; PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat's derision to 
side with Iraq cost him dear. 
Almost overnight, the organisa- 
tion's Gulf state sponsors with- 
•drew their financial support. 
Saudi Arabia, previously the 
PLO’s most generous backer, 
halted its approximately $85 mil- 
lion a year contribution. 

Further damage to the PLO 
coffers was caused by the expul- 
sion of 400,000 Pales tinian* work- 
ing in Kuwait, the biggest Palesti- 
nian community in the Arab 
World. Like all Palestinians 
working overseas, the Kuwait- 
based community paid 5 per cent 
of its salary to the PLO, account- 
ing for a total 10 per cent of the 
entire PLO budget. “Since 
September 1990 (the month after 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait), the 
PLO has lost 85 per cent of what 
it had in 1989,” said Nemer Ham- 
mad, PLO representative in 
Rome. “Oar income comes 
almost entirely from contribu- 
tions, and our main income came 
from what the Arab states de- 
cided to give us at their summits. 
Now all that has stopped." 

A series of economy measures 
introduced to cushion the short- 
fall failed to stop the organisation 
sliding towards economic disas- 
ter. In spite of selling investments 
and cutting bade on expenditure, 
the organisation feces financial 
ruin, say PLO officials. And that 
could spell serious trouble for the 
future of the peace negotiations, 
they warn. According to Mr. 
Husseini, the precarious finandal 
situation “puts the entire peace 
process in danger." 

Said Mr. Nemer Hammad: “It 
is veiy serious, because it is a real 
crisis that is creating a negative 


be the final straw for PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat, already in a highly 
vulnerable position and strongly 
challenged from within the orga- 
nisation. 

In recent weeks, the 64-year- 
old leader has come under in- 
creasing fire from critics within 
the PLO who accuse him of too 
authoritarian a line, of giving too 
many concessions to the Israelis 

— and of being dictatorial in his 
management of PLO funds. 
Abdallah Hourani, PLO cultural 
attache and one of the most 
influential members in the 
nisation, recently accused 
of “selling out the Palestinian 
cause ana bringing the PLO to 
the brink of finandal disaster." 
Last weekend’s emergency ses- 
sion of the executive committee 

— the PLO governing body — in 
T unis was called after six of the 
18 members threatened to resign 
in protest at Mr. Arafat’s alleged 
high-handed leadership methods. 

Ever the skilled tactician. Mr. 
Arafat appears to have quashed 
the rebellion, at least for me time 
being, rallying support for the 
ace. accord, which would r give 
ahs 'limited autonomy in 
the Gaza Strip'' and West ‘Bank 1 ' 
tity of Jericho, with a promise of 
more to come. The peace agree-' 
ment with the Israelis holds out 
hope for a solution to some of the 
PLCTs financial problems too. 
Mr. Arafat's strategy appears to 
be based on the fervent hope that 
the PLO’s moderate stand at the 
peace talks wfll be rewarded by 
the international community in 
the form of investment aid and, 
perhaps, renewed funding from 
the Arab World. 


tributions,” said Mr. Hammad. 
“Bat their earnings added op to a 
daily income of between $3 and 
$3-5 million, and that was creat- 
ing a certain movement in the 
Palestinian market. Now they are 
unemployed and have no pros- 
pect of finding work.” 

1 As the talks have dragged on, 
says Mr. Hammad, manyPalesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
have lost heart ana lost patience. 
“There is no doubt that there is 
less support among Palestinians 
now for the peace process than 
when it began,” said the Rome 
PLO representative. 

In his office in Rome’s Parioli 
district, Nemer Hammad, who 
has been based in Italy for seven 
years, feces his own ordeal: 
Neither be nor his staff have been 
paid a salary for two months, the 
rent on the budding is three 
months overdue. One of the two 
telephone lines has been cut off 
and the bank is potting on the 
pressure for repayment of a 
$36,000 overdraft. “Luckily, we 
have an 
but be can 1 
, sai£ Mr. .Hammad*. his desk co- 
vered with a pale of bin* afffi final 
notices! ■ “This* \S nOf a care of re 
economic _crisis. It's ■**' 'case, of- 
economic deadlock. -Tfie' Rome 
office will have to dose. It is 
impossible to continue like this. 
Even I personally cannot afford 
to go on. None of ns here has 
received so much as a lira for the 
past two months .” 



impact even on the peace pro- 
cess.” Aside from the airfares to 


But reactivating the economy 
of the occupied territories, devas- 
tated by the conflict with Israel, 
mil cost millions. The World 
Bank has estimated that $900 
million will be needed in the next 
three years to kick-start the eco- 
nomy in the Gaza Strip alone. 
And the settlement with Israel 
calls for the Palestinians to take 
over responsibility for costly day- 
to-day services, such as the run- 
ning of a local police force. Lurk- 
ing in the background will be the 
ever-present threat of extremist 
groups, such as Hamas, bitterly 
opposed to any compromise with 
Israel. The poverty of the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank makes a 
fertile breeding ground for fun- 
damentalist extremists. One of 
Mr. Arafat’s biggest challenges 
will be in producing concrete 
evidence to the 1.8 million 
Palestinians living in the occupied 
territories that backing his peace 
settlement will put rood on the 
table and produce jobs for the 
unemployed. 

So tar, says Rome PLO repre- 
sentative Nemer Hammad, the 
Palestinians of the occupied terri- 
tories have had scant reward for 
what, as he points out, was de- 
scribed by the U.S. government 
as a “courageous decision” to 
take part in the peace talks which 
opened in Madrid in the fell of 
1991. “We had expected that 
such a difficult bat courageous 


Mr. Hammad breaks off to 
field a telephone call about 15 
million lire ($10,000) owed by the 
PLO for insurance contributions 
for its Rome staff. He is given a 
new deadline of mid-September. 
Another call follows, once a gain 
on the thorny subject of debts 
and money. These days, Mr. 
Hammad seems to deal with little 
else, a continual round of humi- 
liating requests for more time to 
pay, punctuated by desperate 
appeals for contributions from 
the Italian friends of the PLO 
who have shown support in die 


The closure of the Rome office 
will be a bitter blow for the PLO. 
It has long been considered one 
of the organisation’s most impor- 
tant “embassies,” partly because 
of its strategic geographical posi- 
tion, but also because of the 
special relationship between Italy 


and the Palestinians. Sympathetic 
rare from the 


to the Palestinian cause 

outset, the Italian government 
has proved to be the PLO’s best 
friend in Europe. Italy is the 
occupied territories' second big- 
gest European supporter in finan- 
cial terms. Only the European 
Community makes a bigger con- 
tribution. 


the peace talks in Washington, 
the PLO is straggling to find the 


decision by the PLO leadership 
the U.S. 


$65,000 still owed in hotel bills 
for the earlier round of talks in 
The U.S. capital. “If it gets to the 
stage where we have to cut the 
size of the delegation going to 
Washington, you can imagine 
how serious the situation has be- 
come,” said Mr. Hammad. “But 
reducing the delegation poses 
grave problems, when you are 
taking part in very difficult and 
serious negotiations, you need 
secretaries and other back-ups. 
And even if we do cut the delega- 
tion, that still won’t solve the 
problem of the hotel. They are 
still pressing for the bill to be 
paid. 

Such practical considerations 
apart, the PLO’s critical financial 
situation poses other dangers to 
the outcome of the peace talks. 
The crisis presents a serious 
threat to the already fragile posi- 
tion of the PLO leadership, say 
some analysts. And if not re- 
solved quickly, it could prove to 


would be rewarded by 
and by others, perha 


financially, so that the i 


people would be encouraged into 

thinlrin 


lead 


ig that negotiations could 
to something better,” he 


: prom. 

the U.S., not just from the Bush 
administration, but from the 
highest levels of the new Amer- 
ican administration," he added. 

That money has failed to 
materialise, and in the occupied 
territories, things have gone from 
bad to worse. A decision in 
March by Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to ban Palesti- 
nians living in the occupied terri- 
tories from crossing over into 
Israel to work has left 130,000 
Palestinians without jobs in an 
area where over 50 per cent of the 
population is already unem- 
ployed. The decision was made 
after a series of attacks on 
Israelis. “Most of the Palestinians 
worked on the black market, in 
the sense that they received no 
social security or pension con- 


The Italian government offers 
an annual 220 university scho- 
larships to Palestinian students. 
All over Italy, voluntary associa- 
tions, city councils and trade un- 
ions collect funds for the Palesti- 
nians. More than 7,500 Italian 
families take part in a scheme 
which involves them “adopting” 
a child in the occupied territories, 
paying for his upkeep and some 
of his schooling with a monthly 
contribution of 100,000 lire ($66). 
“All thes e initiatives require 
administration and close contacts 
with our diplomats. They will be 
placed under threat if the Rome 
office doses." said Mr. Hammad. 


Already, the PLO offices have 
been shut down in Finland, 
Sweden, and Hungary. Most of 
the PLO offices have been dosed 
in Africa, I .a fin America and in 
Asia. Around the world, resi- 
dences and offices bought m the 


goltten years as investments for 
the PLO have been sold off. The 


latest to go on the market is the 
residence of the London PLO 
representative, although the 
office will remain open for the 
time being. 

At the PLO headquarters in 
Tunis, salaries have been reduced 
or not paid at all and there is talk 
of making a drastic cut in the 


current staff of 5,000, if not im- 
mediately, then at least when the 
PLO transfers its headquarters to 
the occupied territories, a move 
which should take place wi thin 
the year if the peace process goes 
ahead as planned. Once easily 
recognisable in Tunis and on the 
coastal resorts for their smart cars 
and well-cut dothes, today's PLO 
officials tend to ride in buses 
rather than in BMWs. 

With investments cashed in 
around the world, and adminis- 
tration costs pared bade to the 
bare minimum, PLO officials say 
they fear schools, hospitals and 
other social programmes in the 
occupied territories — which 
together account for about half 
the PLO expenditure — may be 
the next to go. “We have readied 
the point where our hospitals in 
the occupied territories are in a 
very, very serious situation and 
may have to be dosed,” said Mr. 
Hammad. “Our universities may 
have to be dosed, for the first 
time not because of the Israelis 
imposing their closure, but be- 
cause we do not have the means 
to keepTbdri bjJehv Nniety per' 
cent of tbe* profcssors’ salaries 
have not bear paid to diem over 
the summer^period.”’ — • 

Appeals* for help to foreign 
governments have so far fallen on 
deaf ears. The PLO has asked for 
loans, says Mr. Hammad, bat has 
been turned down on the grounds 
that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation is not a govern- 
ment For the PLO, that is one of 
the most frustrating contradi- 
tions. Since it is not a state, the 
organisation cannot levy taxes. 
Yet it still has all the burdens, 
and more, of any normal govern- 
ment.. 

Indeed, while it was the Gulf 
war that brought things to a head, 
the PLO’s first financial problems 
date bade to 1988. when Jorda- 
nian King Hussein decided to 
hand over the West Bank to 
Palestinian administration, a 
move that was welcomed on emo- 
tional grounds, but which posed 
considerable economic difficul- 
ties. “Suddenly, we were con- 
fronted by a situation where we 
bad to finance everything that 
bad previously been paid for by 
the Hashemite Kingdom — 
schools, universities, municipal- 
ties,” said Mr. Hammad. “With a 
population of 1.8 million in the 
occupied territories, we have the 
problem that we carry the respon- 
sibility of a government, but we 
cannot collect tares. Yet 1 in the 
peace talks, we must prove that 
we are a government, able to con- 
trol our people." 

If foreign help is not forthcom- 
ing for the occupied territories, m 
the form of aid, loans or invest- 
ment, the peace plan may prove 
to be short-lived, says the PLO. 
Morale is at an all-time low there. 
Even Israel is said to be con- 
cerned over the level of poverty 
and degradation. “Anyone with a 
minimum level of intelligence in 
Israel must be worried,” said Mr. 
Hammad. “We are in two rooms 
in the same bouse and if there is 
fire in one room the other one 
wfll not be safe.” 

The alternative, he says, wiO be 
“extremism and desperation, in 
an area where one of the main 
obstacles to the growth of the 
fundamentalist movement is the 
PLO.” “I am talking about every 
kind of extremism,” said the 
Rome PLO representative. 'Tor 
me, personally, Hamas is not 
tiro most dangerous threat I can 
imagine. The most dangerous 
threat will be desperation — a 
situation where anyone will do 
anything, because they are so 
desperate.” Mr. Hammad recent- 
ly spoke to a 21-year-old Palesti- 


nian student, studying in Rome, 
who comes from foe Gaza Strip. 


“I asked him what morale was 
like there," said foe PLO official. 
“He said: ‘Everyone of my age 
has only one desire. And that is 
to die.’ I do not think there can 
be a worse situation than that” — 
World News Link. 



."■*W 




Can Arafat keep 


the lid on Gaza? 


By Robert Mahoney 

Reuter 


GAZA — Five years ago Gaza 
spawned the Palestinian uprising 
against Israel. 

Now Palestinian leaders who 
have struck a peace deal with the 
Jewish state wonder whether it 
will rise up against them. 

The Gaza Strip, an explosive 
cocktail of refugees, poverty and 
oppression, is the one place in the 
Israeli-occupied territories where 
opposition to tile accord could pit 
armed Palestinian against armed 
Palestinian. 

The spectre of a civil war after, 
an Israeli troop withdrawal from 
Gaza chills even hardened 
opposition guerrillas and activists 
in the strip, whose 750,000 
Palestinians are squeezed into 
wretched camps and towns 
stretching down to the Egyptian 
border. 

They have stopped short of 
threatening to barm PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat who has pushed 
through the agreement, despite 
opposition from within his own 
Fateh movement, the main wing 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation. 

But they have all vowed to 
torpedo the unprecedented 
accord giving self-rule to Gaza 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho ahead of the rest of the 
territories. They have also prom- 
ised to press on with the armed 
struggle against IsraeL 

This could lead to clashes with 
the Palestinian police force Mr. 
Arafat will use to main tain order 
among Arabs and to prevent 
attacks on the redeployed Israeli 
soldiers and 4,000 Jewish settlers 
who will remain, at least initially, 
in Gaza. 

“Armed resistance, military ac- 
tion and all other forms of strug- 
gle will remain because we do not 
regard foe agreement as ending 
tiie occupation," an activist of 
Hamas, the Islamic resistance 
movement, told Reuters. 

“But even those who sign the 
agreement will not be a target for 
Hamas ...Any faction using force 
against Arafat will be a loser," he 
said. “The whole world will be 
watching ns and nobody wfll 
win.” 

Hamas is the strongest and 
militarily most active group in foe 
strip. . It .receives, funds from*- 
qbroad, including Iran, according--, 
tb- Palestinians and Israeli secur- 
ity sources. 

Hamas, fellow Muslim fun- 
damentalist group Islamic Jihad, 
and dissident factions ot the 
PLO, can between them muster 
about 100 armed guerrillas, the 
sources said. 

Up to now they have been 
fighting the Israeli army and in- 
temgence services which have 
had great success in keeping 
weapons from filtering into the 
territories. Although foe agree- 
ment leaves Israel in overall 
charge of security some guerrillas 
believe the flow of guns could 
speed up. 

- “After the Israeli withdrawal it 


will be easier to get arms,” said 
Samir, a member of Islamic 
Jihad. He said his group had 
instructions from its Damascus- 
based leader Falls Shkaki to re» 
rise the accord but not to 
Palestinian- blood. "" 7 

But be acknowledged that 
fighting Israelis could bring Us 
group into conflict with the 
Palestinians. 

“I believe that the Islamic 
groups will escalate the fight _ 
against Israel ...and wfll not allow' 
anybody to prevent them,” Samir 
said. 

Mr. Arafat and the Israelis 
realise that to bead off such a 
dash Fateh will have to pump 
men and money into Gaza. 

Faisal Al Husseini, Fateh’s 
senior leader in foe West Bank, 
said last week the police force 
would have to number up to 
30,000 men. half from outside the 
territories. A handful of Arabs m 
from the territories are already* 
being trained in Jordan. 

The core of the police, to be 
known as the Palestine central 
security force, will be drawn from 
the thousands of PLO former 
guerrillas and sokfiers scattered 
throughout the Arab World in 
the Palestine Liberation Army, 
PLO sources say. 


Their main task will be to 
enforce Fateh's rule and stop 
attacks which would bring a swift 
Israeli response. Regular po&ce 
work would be dose by a resur- 
rected local Arab police force 
which fell apart at the start of the 
intifada. 

Israeli security sources said the 
Israelis were still studying how the 
new policing would work. The 
army would keep open some* 
strategic roads and continue to 
guard settlers. 

Both the Israeli army chief and 
his deputy have said foe agree- 
ment would make their fight 
against guerrillas more difficult. 

It was not dear how Israelis 
would cooperate and share in- 
telligence with Mr. Arafat’s men. 

“(But) If a Palestinian terrorist 
flees into an Arab town we would 
expect foe Palestinian police to 
catch him,” one security source 
said. 


For the moment afl sides are 
playing down the prospect of 
Gaza turning into a new 
.-Lebanon.- .*•-• 

“We do not have the same kind 
:©f sectarian-conflict here as they • 
(fid in Lebanon," said Younis Al 
Jam, who is identified with the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine, a PLO faction 
opposed to the agreement. 

He said most Gazans were still 4 
confused about how interim seif- - 
rule would change their lives. 
Popular support would depend 
on whether the agreement 
brought them food ami jobs. 

Mr. Arafat knows this and 
hopes that Israel and U.S. pleas 
for fends from Europe and the 
Gulf Arab states will succeed. 
Israel can also help Mr. Arafat by - 
earing restrictions on Gazans 
working in the Jewish state. 


Selling activist government 


to a septical audience 


By John King 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The best test 
for President Clinton’s “reinvent- 
t" initiative may 
Morris 


be whether it revives Joy 

faith in Washington or sways De- 
nnis Martina’s vote. 

After all, Mr. Clinton’s 
al is designed not just to 
federal bureaucracy, but also to 
sell foe idea of activist govern- 
ment to a highly sceptical public. 

At stake is the public reception 
down foe road for many or Mr. 
Clinton's centrepiece ideas, from 
health care and welfare r e fo rm to 
an aggressive government role in 
job retraining. 

But there will be obstacles ga- 
lore, not least among them en- 
trenched congressional and spe- 
cial-interest opposition to some 
proposals, as well as profound 
public doubt that any politician 
will truly deliver reforms. 

On the latter point, Ms. Morr 
and Mr. Martina axe telling ex- 
amples. 

Ms. Morr is a 27 -year-old mort- 
gage company worker from the 
St. Louis suburbs who voted for 
Mr. Clinton in November. 


but especially for Democrats it is 
a very important sell," said Re- 
publican pollster Bill Mclnturf. 
“To do things, (Clinton) needs to 
convince the public he will do 
them responsibly.” 

Al From couldn't agree more. 
“Those of us who believe in 
activist government have a re- 
sponsibility to fix government so 
the people will once again be recep- 


•11 

ill 


i 


five to new government initia- 
tives,” said Mr. From, president 


of foe centrist Democratic Lead- 
ership Council, which has poshed 
many of foe changes likely to be 



.- . _ _ sup- 

port is difficult because so many 
people view government as an 


obstacle to opportunity rather 
than a creator of it,” Mr. From 


said. 



Paramount in the debate, 
according to Mr. Clinton aides 
and advisers like From, is pulling 
foe government in line with the 
reorganisation of American in- 
dustry: cutting out wasteful mid- 
dle management and regulation, 
providing incentives to workers 
with money-saving ideas, and 
making it easier for citizens to gel 
information and services. 

But foe hone Is that reforms 


tally thn 
will.... 


mvs be win.... Once they get to 
Washington they’re all pretty 
much foe same.’* 

Mr. Martina, a fisherman from 
foe Florida Panhandle, cast a 
protest vote for Ross Perot last 
year because “it’s time to run the 
government like a b usines s and 
no politician knows bow to do 
that. I don't trust any of them.” 
Such attitudes — hardly unique 
T“ await foe review, led by Vice 
President Al Gore, that will re- 
commend deep cuts in the federal 
work force and new government 
purchasing guidelines. It also will 
promise citizens such tangible re- 
sults as faster tax returns and 
quicker answers to questions ab- 
out government 


House 


also bring political cam. 

A spring poll by white nwuac 
pollster Stanley Greenberg, for 
example, found that government 
reform one Tut* niw w~r*r 


retorm was Mr. Clinton’s best 
nope of making inroads with 
Ferot voters. 


In the survey. 72 per cent of 
tterot voters said they would- 
be much more likely to vote - for 
someone who wanted jq “radical- 
Iy change the way government 
things — cut bureaucracy, 
make government more efficient, 
and give ordinary people better 
^^kte^and more choice.” , 
‘Reinventing government is 
“* prerequisite for CtintOfl U> 
eyenget foe Perot voters to 
3* him. Mi. From said. 


les. 


‘It’s going to be a tough sell. 


ggiejssue is more important io 
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By Pascal B. Emmy 


Some impressions from a recent visit to Lebanon 


which struck me 
a couple of 


\ 

•>. The first 

on arrival in wuul, a wupic ui 
months ago, while riding a taxi 
from'Beirot airport, was the de- 
*/, vacation winch had befellen the 
a: Lebanese capital after more than 

fifteen years of internecine fight- 
-is between several factions of 
Lebanon. Indeed, I could hardly 
i ;.. recognise some streets and dis- 
trie*® of Beirut which used to be 
i* so f a mili ar to me daring my 
V : twelve years stay in Beirut, be- 
tween 1964 and 1976. 

Hundreds, if not thousands, of 
building are now mere rubble; 
others are distorted, or dflapi- 
j’v dated, and should be blown up as 
,, they are no longer safe for living 
in, yet, others are pock-marked 
" by ballets or missiles and are so 
V - >W that they need complete 
renovation. The last fighting be- 
tween General Aoun's army and 
Samir Gcagea’s Lebanese forces 
. brought more havoc and destruc- 
tion to many areas, especially in 
- QlePat, and had a detrimental 
^ ' effect on the standing and morale 
of the Christians ana more so on 
C the Maronites. It breaks the heart 
* to' see the hotels once the pride of 
Beirut — St. Georges, Phoenicia, 
> HoKday-Inn, destroyed by the 
y war. The old- tune hectically busy 
. commercial centre of Beirut, 
known as A1 Borage, is hardly 
a recog ni sable because of the fallen 
or damaged buildings and the 
j_‘ high growth, thick grass and 
J ~ 1 - weeds which cover it. Bab forces, 

: Riad Solh square, the banks 
? '‘street and other areas in Beirut 
make one wonder how the people 
of Beirut could destroy their own 
dty with their own hands. 

Hamra Street, which once re- 
y sembled Oxford Street in Lon- 
-- don, has regained some of its 
attractive features which disting- 
"" uisbed it before 197S. It has not, 
... however, managed to come back 
to the glory of its heydays of the 
-? ~ 1960s. Cafes, luxury shops and 
bookshops are busy with chehts. 

' Money exchangers are numerous 
i T '' in the western and eastern sec- 
retions of Beirut. 

T,; r The U.S. dollar is acceptable 
7 everywhere m Lebanon as if it 
r 7 were Lebanese state currency and 
" in some places it is preferable to 
the Lebanese pound. The Beirut 
is very active. There are no 
■ private portsoontroUed by 
: Lebanese sectarian par- 
. lies. One can see in the eastern 
part of Beirut and on the^siopy-:i 
» jr- mountains, ncarlotmeh new resi-^ 
■'^dence' and bnifiness centres: Pub- n 

- .V lie utilities and services, sndi as 
. „*■ water, electricity and telephones 
v are not available all day. Water 

•*. for washing is plenty, but not for 

- drinking. Electricity is available a 
n, few hours a day or at night time. 

r Owners of buildings or apart- 
*. c meats have installed electric 
. generators and they are operated 
•* when the state electricity does not 
function. Telephones do not 

- > function regularly. . 

T ■>*» The Lebanese pound is still at 
its lowest ebb. Inflation is very 
3 h high- The cost of living is high. A 
3 •• foreigner who stays in Beirut for 
3 ’ 1 . some time wonders bow the aver- 


very « 
The 


age man can afford to live in snch 
difficult economic drcnmstances. 
Apparently many are being finan- 
ciaUy helped by their relatives 
abroad; others live On mediinn-or 
long-term loans, waiting for bet- 
ter days, while others live from 
the proceeds of commercial deal- 
ings. Unemployment is estimated 
at 60 per cent. 

Despite difficult economic con- 
ditions as far as the average man 
is concerned, one may be sur- 
prised to find that almost every' 
Lebanese owns a.car, although it 
may be antiquated or dented. 
Many Lebanese still spend holi- 
days in mountain resorts, or en- 
joy night life but that _can be 
explained tty the fact that they are 
resourceful people, 
traffic in Beirut is very 
and many streets are 
1. Beirut is a big gar- 
age, especially so In the winter 
season when schools aqd univer- 
sities open and the - mountain 
resorters come down to Beirut. 
To drive in Beirut nowadays, one 
has to be a dexterous driver to 
avoid collision or cause accidents. 
There are very few traffic police- 
men and traffic tights are non- 
existent. I have been told that 
hundreds of young drivers do not 
hold driving ticences and I myself 
witnessed some fathers giving 
their cars to their sons with no 
driving licences. I understand 
that this may happen in Amman, 
but I noticed that thus practice is 
rather frequent in Bento. 

One of the acute problems 
facing the Lebanese government 
is the situation of thousands of 
displaced persons who occupy de- 
serted empty building? or apart- 
ments. Now the owners of those 
premises are asking die occupants 
be evicted. But on the other hand 
some of the premise s of those 
(fisplaced persons are either occu- 
pied tty other displaced persons 
or have been destroyed dining 
the war and drey have no dwell- 
ings to live in. One of the solu- 
tions is to effect interchange of 
displaced persons from one area 
to another, but this may not be 
applicable in all cases. What is 
essentially required is the recon- 
struction of destroyed or dam- 
aged buildings or the construction 
of a complex of new braidings in 
specific areas to house die dis- 
placed persons. In effect, private 
companies are now embarking 
upon sudi projects against pay- 
ment of a fW price, payable by 
installments. 

In /my Opinion,- what Lebanon . 
:ueedsis.asogt af a Marshall plan,.. 
" ri mil at to tfe one q^feifmr the 
recovery of Europe ui-the after- 
math of World war H so as to 
rebuild and ‘renovate the infras- 
tructure of Beirut and its suburbs. 
Soch a plan could be financed by 
the European Community, Japan 
and the U.S. and implemented 
and supervised by an internation- 
al consortium in collaboration 
and coordination with the 
Lebanese government 

Pubtic security is prevailing and 
government prestige and author- 
ity are fell by the Lebanese and 
foreigners. This should encour- 
age foreigners and the wealthy 
Lebanese living abroad to invest 


in Lebanon. 

Some causes of the I-riiamw 
chi war 

The observations on some 
aspects of the present state of 
Lebanon lead us to discuss the 
causes of the Lebanese civil war. 

One cannot determine a single 
cause. Many factors and dements 
were involved in this war. Some 
are internal, others are external. 
In his latest new book “Lebanon, 
Fire and Embers; A History of 
the Lebanese Civil War,'* the 
author DiHp Hiro says that the 
real cause of the war was the 
determination of the Marooite 
community — increasingly 
dominated by its bigoted mili- 
tants — to retain tne political 
privileges granted them by the 
French during their mandate over 
Lebanon. According to Hiro, the 
major mistake of the Maronites, 
who had at the time the Syrians 
cm their side, was to look to Israel 
as their protector, ignoring the 
fact that Israel and Syria are 
chronicafiy hostile to each other; 
that alliance was simply too 
dangerous for Syria to accept. 
After all, Hiro claims that quite 
early in the civil war there were 
no less than 1,500 Israeli advisors 
in Maronnistan. 

In his book “Le Dernier Quart 
due Sifcde” tty the French writer 
and journalist Andte Fontaine, 
published in 1976, he wrote 
(translated from French): 'The 
well-known National Pact, which, 
distributed the powers in Leba- 
non before the civil war, reflected 
the balance of powers before 
World War II. It was futile to 
pretend to maintain it as it was 
once this balance of forces had 
changed.... The National Pact 
was founded upon the numerical 
su periority of the Christian com- 
munity in regard to that of the 
Muslims. This superiority . has 
however ceased to exist for a long 
time. The social equilibrium was 
based in fact on the affiance 
between the bourgeois class of 
the Maronites ana Sunnis. This 
affiance became questionable.” 

The same antbor observes that: 
“In die face of the deterioration 
of the situation winch should 
have opened the eyes of the 
Lebanese government, the latter 
has not seriously attempted to 
introduce structural reforms in- 
asmuch as the government was 
divided and at grips with a 
ient in which every mem-_ 
~ber represents a dan^a tribe, a""* 
, lobby even , a. .gang.- Ifor a long ' 
time basinetis. prosperity- has con-~ 
cealed the seutenes»iof the con- 
frontation but it has also contri- 
buted to the increase of the 
grudge of the destitute against the 
very wealthy classes. For some 
time there were precursory signs 
of the disaster.” 

The same author adds that: 
“...Tbc intrigues of the great and 
small powers would not by itself 
be sufficient explanation for such 
a desperate and fierce confronts- * 
tion. The latter is caused by 
communities which are afraid of 
collective annihilation, snch as 
the Christians or the Palestinians 
of Lebanon.** 


In Kama! Jumblat’s book 
“Pour fe Li ban", which was pub- 
lished after his assassination on 
March 16, 1977, Jmnblat- himself 
enumerates to the French jour- 
nalist Philippe Lapoustcrle the 
causes of tne Lebanese civil war, 
‘he mentions “refusal of political 
evolution was the potential mate- 
rial cause which had sparked off 
the Lebanese crisis — refusal to 
agree to democratic evolution of 

institutions is tantam ount to re- 

fusal to five with others, it is 
refusal to make concessions or 
make compromise deals which 
are indispensable to social rela- 
tions. Morally speaking, refusal 
by the Maronites to accept true 
and genuine evolution is some- 
what refusal of God, it was refus- 
al of Man.” 


Another cause mentioned by 
Kama! Jumblat was that: 'The 
wealth which has stormed Leba- 
non has created a monstrous soci- 
ety of economic and social injus- 
tice notwithstanding its quasi- 
American dynamism. Four per 
cent of the people own for them- 
selves sixty per cent of the gross 
national income while the ninety- 
six per cent own the remaining 
forty per cent. It was really scan- 
dalous..." 

An enormous income differ- 
ence separates a ample worker or 
an agricultural labourer, who 
earns seven or 10 Lebanese 
pounds a day, from a financier or 
a business man who could pocket 
up to LL30.000 per day. 

The fourth cause, according to 
Jumblat, is that people who were 


new ideas in Lebanon such as 
socialist, marxist and Maoist. 
Tens of centres of study were 
formed and young people were 
attracted by the glrtter of new 
things. What had contributed to 
this intellectual thrust was the 
great number of students, who 
counted about 60,000 in the five 
universities, winch is an enor- 
mous number in a city tike 
Beirut One would bear every 
day of revolution and youth ideal- 
ism fulfilled the rest. “It was the 
fashion to aspire to the revolu- 
tion. Thus the smell of revolt was 
in the air and everybody wants 
change.” 

Another cause of the ‘deflagra- 
tion’ in Lebanon in 1975 accord- 
ing to Jumblat was the accumula- 
tion, since 1967, of arms by the 



Rubbles me removed by a bulldozer to make place 
to new amstrnctfioa, a process the whole Lebanon is 


in need of after years of aril war and Israeli attacks 
(AFP photo) 


After this rather political and 
phflosophica] explanation, Kamal 
Jumblat deals with the concrete 
dunes of the war in Lebanon. He 
saysf fT&e war in- Lebanon also: . 
lias -social and economic causes. 
This country has lived for a long 
time on deceptive liberalism with- 
out limitation or law, without any 
restrictions or imped im ent s . It 
was a kind of mad mercantilism; 
boarding and monopolising was 
file Lebanese Phoenician spirit. 
Everybody enriches without 
cause by any means whatsoever.” 
Then Kamal Jumblat says that 
tins unlawful enrichment had de- 
generated into general corrup- 
tion. “Our great wealthy people 
connived with the enures, the 
sheikhs and the financial mag- 
nates of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, of 
the Gulf or of other places." 


stuffed with money did not pay 
tares. They held a great political 
sway in parliament and in govem- 
: Trrient and; in practice they would 
elect the president of the repub- 
lic. 

One should add to this general 
picture the fact that the great 
clerical feudalism remained un- 
touchable. The church owns a 
third. or even half of certain dis- 
tricts, such as in Kersonan, Jbeil 
and Batroun. It is said that 20 peT 
cent of the agricultural land of 
Lebanon belongs to the dergy. 
The ‘red monk'. Father Lcbret, 
who had studied the Lebanese 
social problems observed: “For 
evety monk one must count one 
million Lebanese pounds of land 
property”. 

Another cause, according to 
Jumblat, is the appearance erf 


Lebanese ‘right*. This right, 
which was more sectarian man 
social, considered that after the 
defeat of the Arabs by Israel it 
had a unique opportunity to put 
into effect the ancient plan of a 
Maronite homeland by isolating 
Lebanon from its natural sur- 
roundings, that is the Arab 
World. 

It was at this time in effect that 
Candle Chamoun began organis- 
ing his “Noumoms," the Tigers. 
The Phalanges also undertook to 
complete their armament. In 
1968-1969 they were almost ready 
and in 1970-72 they counted 6,000 
to 8,000 armed men. This extra- 
vagant bellicosity had inevitably 
prepared the way for an explo- 
sion which bad centered on the 
Palestinians. On April 15, 1975, 
the bloody event of Ain- 


Rummaneh, during which 27 
Palestinians were massacred in a 
bus, was the first spark of the 
Lebanese war. 

However, Jumblat adds that 
die events in Lebanon could not 
be dissociated from the Middle 
East context; without the 1967 
war and the defeat in Golan, 
confrontations would, perhaps, 
not have happened. The Israelis 
had alsd had a hand in this 
matter, as their plan was to en- 
courage establishment of small 
sectarian states more or less inde- 
pendent: u Druze state, an Ala- 
wite state, a Maronite state, a 
Kurd state. .The Israelis were 
active players in the Lebanese 
war, together with their master, 
the U.S. A very important dec- 
laration is attributed to Henry 
Kissinger To please Syria and 
deflect its attention from the 
Golan, give it a part of Lebanon.' 

In his book “The Question of 
Palestine*’, Professor Edward 
Said says that there were hints 
that Mr. Kissinger’s ideas went as 
far as using the CIA to escalate 
the Lebanese war as long as that 
would consume the PLO. 

In his book in Arabic “Be- 
tween Disaster and Tragedy” 
published m 1979, Henry Abu 
Khater says that there were two 
aims of the Lebanese war the 
first to crush the Palestinian re- 
sistance so as to force it to accept 
the worst settlement of the Pales- 
tine problem. But the crushing of 
the Palestinian resistance was not 
originally a Lebanese aim as the 
Palestinians did not pose a vital 
danger to Lebanon as they them- 
selves refused reintegration in 
Lebanon. It was the Hebrew state 
which wanted to smash the 
Palestinian power. The second 
aim was to try to partition Leba- 
non, which was attrib ute d to Mr. 
Kissinger as was done in Cyprus 
where he enabled the Turks to 
partition the island. However, 
Henry Abu Khater says that the 
Lebanese people cannot put all 
the blame on external plans or 
conspiracies and absolve them- 
selves from responsibility for, bad 
the Lebanese reached together an 
understanding, they would have 
put an end to any foreign interfer- 
ence. 

The fetal mistake of the Christ- 
ians of Lebanon, particularly that 

of the Maronite leaden, was their 
refusal to relinquish some of the 
concessions and privileges which 
they alone enjoyed. 

According to the National Pact 
of -1943, frnrsed -by- the- then 
Lebanese leaders, foe president 
of the republic should be a Maro- 
oite and had almost supreme 
power, which had sometimes 
been abused. The prime minister, 
who should be Muslim Sunni, bad 
almost no power or authority 
without the approval of the presi- 
dent. The parliament's speaker 
should be a Muslim Shiite, when 
the Christians formed the major- 
ity as the ratio of representation 
in Parliament between the Christ- 
ians and Muslims was 6 to 5. As 
Andre Fontaine says, the Nation- 
al Pact reflected in 1943 the ba- 
lance of powers coasting at that 
time but it has been no longer 


valid for a long time. 

Consequently, with the Taif 
Agreement of 1990, the powers 
of the president had been re- 
duced. Now, in many areas of 
authority, he could not act alone, 
but in conjunction with the prime 
minister or with the cabinet of 
ministers. Moreover, equal rep- 
resentation was introduced in 
parliament for the Muslims and 
Christians. 

In 1975, some of the Maronite 
leaders led a furious campaign 
against the Palestinians and put 
the blame on them for the break- 
out of the war. They used to 
declare that it was not a civil war 
but a war between the Lebanese 
and the Palestinians. Subsequent 
events proved the contrary as the 
war between the Lebanese them- 
selves dragged on for fifteen 
yean. 

Moreover, there occured in 
Lebanon intermittent intemidne 
warfare. Civil fightings broke out 
between the Lebanese them- 
selves in places where Palesti- 
nians either did not exist then or 
had no hand in it. 

Professor Philip Him, author 
of the “History of the Arabs”, 
states that: “Civil disturbances 
between Druze and Maronites, 
which under Turkish stimulation 
began in 1841, culminated in the 
massacre of 1860, a year which 
will remain infamous for all times 
in the annals of the land.” Earlier 
Hitti states: “The masses among 
both Christians and Druze — 
particularly Christians — were in 
a state of unrest, cherishing dis- 
content towards their feudal aris- 
tocracy. North Lebanese 
peasants, raged by their Maronite 
dergy, rose in. 1858 against their 
local lords and planned to divide 
up their large estates among 
themselves.” 

In 1958 Lebanon witnessed a 
flarenp of violence between the 
Lebanese themselves, in which 
the Palestinian refugees in Leba- 
non remained absolutely neutral. 
Kamal Jumblat, moreover, says 
m his book ‘Pour le Uban’ that 
the Palestinian resistance was but 
one of the causes of the break-out 
of war in 1975 but bad die 
Lebanese people not been pre- 
pared for tins ‘explosion*, it 
would not have occurred. And 
there is no doubt that Israel and 
Mr. Kksmger had coDtribdd to 
this war to weaken the resistance 
and distract world public opinion 
from its occupation of Arab terri- 
tories. 

The Lebanese should have long 
ago reache d a concord, similar to 
that of the Taif Agreement, 
although some sections erf the 
Lebanese public consider this 
agreement biased and unba- 
lanced. But such an agreement 
would have saved the fives of a 
hundred thousand people, mostly 
civilians, saved thousands more 
maimed or handicapped and 
saved Beirut and the suburbs 
from destruction. Nevertheless, I 
believe that Lebanon will rise 
again and attain progress and 
prosperity with the help and par- 
ticipation of its weD-known, ac- 
tive, diligent and highly educated 
people. 


Human body and 

nature at the tip 
of the brush 


By Nqjwa Kefhya 

Special to the Jordan Times 

‘AMMAN — Among the exhibjh 
.tions rating place in Amman .this 
■week are those of Mohammad A1 
Ameri, Gfaassan Abo Laban and 
Nazir Ismail. 

• ' The first two portray the body, 
specifically the female body, 
while the third focuses on the 
. Syrian nature in an abstract style. 
.7 Mohammad A1 Ameri’s work 
: seems to be the most impressive 
- of the three, and certainly one 
which women would very much 
identity with. Though in a symbo- 
lic way, be very successfully ex- 
presses his devotion to women 
while sympathising with their 
“oppressed" states in our society 
in particular. This will not seem 
; very strange knowing that he is a 


rate of these days” Mr. Ameri 
told the Jordan Times. 

Consistency in the figures and 
shapes within one painting gives a 
feeling of harmony and deep ex- 
pression. Mixing bis figures with 
Nabatean, Phoenician and Ara- 
maic calligraphy gives bis work a 
distinctive style. 

Gbassan Abu Laban’s wink, 
exhibited in the same hall, in the 
Royal Cultural Centre, forms a 
' contrast with AmerFs work, 
though both of them deal with the. 
same theme, namely the woman’s 
Body. 

The bright colours strike the 
viewer’s eye in Ghassan’s work.' 
Hb bodies are portrayed as heavy 
and bulky, in an abstract way. 

To me these are not female 
bodies but situations of moments 
of oppression and defeat women 
suffer from,” Gbassan said. 


very — r*-— — — -- 

‘Mr. Amen is a member of the 
Committee for the Defence of 
‘Women in the Jordanian Writers* 
Union. As a poet and a painter, 
.be is also known for his feelings 
)as a defender of their rights. 

'■ Some of his paintings represent 

;.'the society’s look towards 
"women, as “incomplete crea- 
tures", stub as a woman figure 
'. with a missing part. . 

:• His work, is a unique selection 
■ Of female s^nbols painted using ft 
mixture of blade, dark grey and 
‘•brown pastel and oD colours. He 
uses some techniques such as 
■■knife strokes and collage in some 
•of his paintings, and piles op 
layers of colours on top of each 
‘■'other then exposes toe hidden 
^colours and contrasts them with 
"black. Hris gives it a sculpture 
■^Kke texture. 

“My dream is to be a sculptor 


ART REVIEW 

Nazir Ismail’s exhibition cm the 
other hand, at the Baladna Art 
Gallery, is a colourful, abstract 
demonstration of the simple, 
peaceful countryside of his home- 
land, Syria. Using a combination 
of acryfic, wax and pastel, parti- 
cularly using acrylic over wax, 
gives a special texture to the 
oriental style shapes that Mr. 
Ismail is trying to introduce the 
viewer to. 

The colourful, natural scenes, 
landscapes and still life and the 
interesting sight effects of the 
strange techniques are attractive 
in spite of the ambiguity of the 
shapes. The simple 'crossed 
strokes of his brush, form in- 
teresting faces. 

The first two exhibitions of the 
Jordanian artists wfll go on until 
September 13. The Syrian artist’s 
e xhibi ti o n will last till September 
10 . 


PLO ready, but who will pay for self-rule? 


DUBAI (R) — Palestinians 
are ready to set np a self-rule 
authority four months after 
signing a peace deal with 
Israel, but the question re- 
mains where will the money 
come from to run it? 

Washington is trying to put 
together an emergency fund of 
£$90 million for setup costs but 
has failed so fer to obtain firm 
commitments from potential 
donors, diplomats sate. 

The World Bank also has 
unveiled a $43 bQlkm econo- 
mic development plan for the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
covering the next eight to 10 
years — an indication of the 
massive scale of the economic 
crisis in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

Bnt rich Gulf Arab states, 
some still reeling from the 
enormous costs of the Gulf 
war, are balking at the massive 
amounts of money involved. 

And the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), flush 
with foods through the 1970s 
and 1960s when some of its 
officials were derided as play- 
boy revolutionaries for para- 
ding in luxury cars and desig- 
ner clothing, is virtually bank- 
rupt. 

Its coffers were drained after 
it lost its main source of in- 
come when it angered the 
wealthy Gulf Arab ofl states 
over its sympathy with Iraq 
following Baghdad’s 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Paradoxically, these same 
Gulf states are being asked to 
bear the boa’s share of the 
emergency funding and for the 
World Bank plan, 

Palestinians, who say the 
World Bank plan underesti- 
mates their needs which they 
put at about $13 billion a year 
initially, say finance is a major 
problem that has yet to be 
overcome. They estimate total 
need over 10 years at about $11 
billiofl. 

“The Gulf states are being 


told that by pouring money 
into the Palestinians home- 
land, they would be investing 
in future security and stability 
...that prosperity in the terri- 
tories would remove a poten- 
tial flashpoint for trouble that 
could spread to the rest of the 
Middle East,” one diplomat 


“Understandably, they are 
sceptical,” he addled. 

Palestinian sources said the 
United States was seeking $200 
million from the Gulf states for 
the emergency fund and sub- 
stantial commitments for the 
longer-term World Bank plan. 

Gulf Cooperation Council 
foreign ministers, who ended a 
two-day meeting in Riyadh on 
Monday, welcomed the 
IPLO-Israel 


The Gulf stales have also 
argoedl that their financial re- 
serves have been seriously de- 
pleted by the Gulf war, which 
cost Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
alone some $120 billion — 
much of it paid to U.S. and 
other Western allies such as 
Britain. 

They also say that over the 
years they have contributed 
much more than their fair 
share of world economic aid. 
In 1992 Saudi Arabia paid $1.1 
bfifion in development assist- 


ance. The United Arab Emi- 
rates paid $735 million m 
grants, according to figures of 
tiie Arab Monetary Fund. 

It said that whereas Saudi 
aid, for example, was equiva- 
lent to 1.4-7.6 per cent a year 
of its gross domestic product 
(GDP) in the past 20 yens, the 
proportion for industrialised 
states was less than 0.3 per cent 
since 1970. 

Gulf states paid direct sub- 
sidies to the FLO before the 
Gulf war. They also collected 


taxes for the FLO from a mil- 
lion Palestinians who used to 
work in the region. 

Saudi Arabia paid $850 mil- 
lion directly to the PLO in the 
10 years to 1989 and was 
pumping $6 million a month 
(Erect to the PLO until August 
1990. In addition, a body 
which collected taxes from 
Palestinians and various other 
donations was sending regular- 
ly about $13 irrilK nn a mouth 
to the PLO. 

The direct subskfies dried up 


after the Gulf war but the 
Saudis allowed the taxes to be 
transferred to the FLO. Other 
Gulf states continue to block 
such payments although the 
five per cent income tax con- 
tinued to be coUecfed. 

Palestinian sources say they 
are owed about $100 unllioa, 
mainly from Kuwait which 
used to be home to some 
450,000 Palestinians before the 
Golf war. The vast majority 
have been forced to leave the 
emirate since. 


Ideal but: 

no public mention of the cash 
needed. 

Gulf diplomats said this did 
not mean they would not pay. 
But any contribution was Kkety 
'to be limited and come from 
individual states rather than 
from their GCC regional 

alliance. 

They said Kuwait in particu- 
lar remained deeply antagonis- 
tic to the PLO ami its leader 
Yasser ArafaL Any aid was 
likely to be channeled to 
bodies such a& the World Bank 
or independent Arab or 
Palestinian institutions rather 
than directly to the PLO, they 
added. 

Hie diplomats said the Un- 
ited States had made clear it 
would not cany the full burden 
of bankrolling the peace pro- 


Washington was putting 
heavy pressure on its partners 
in tiie G-7 group of wealthy 
industrialised nations, espe- 
cially Japan and the European 
Community, to take on 
meaningful commitments. 

“They have promised to 
help but have yet to spell it out 
in dollars ana cents,” one di- 
plomat said. 



AL-ZAM1L 

AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air conditioners that proved their high quaiitv all 
over the Middle East area 

provided with: 

'ft Warranty for one year 
☆ After sale maintenance 

All types & sizes are available at: 

Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, fox 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. Tel. 642722 


FOR ALL INTERESTED 

Guitar playing training: the classic and contempor- 
ary styles — according to your wish. 

Studying for any grade. 

Don't miss it 

if you don’t want to lag behind time. 

Call between 8 & 10 p.m. 



Tel. 659059 



Orfali 
Art Gallery 

Announces the opening of an 

art exhibition 

Thursday, Sept. 9, 1993, at 6:00 p.m. 

The gallery opens daily, except for Friday, 
from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. — 4-10 p.m. 

Umm Uthaina, Kufa St 46, 
behind Umm Uthaina Pharmacy 



ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 


The Language Centre at the University of Jordaf 
announces that the Intensive Course in Modern 
Standard Arabic for Speakers of Other Lart- 
gauges will commence on September 18, and 
■ will last for 16 weeks. 

The programme is intensive and classes meet in 
the morning for 20 hourse per week, Saturday: 
Wednesday. ; 

Those interested please call at the Lan-i 
guage Centre for registration during the 
week prior to the ■ beginning of the 
course. 
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Signs of discount rate cut grow 

Japan’s prime minister 
declares economic emergency 


TOKYO (AFP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Morihiro Hosokawa Tuesday 
declared a "state of emergency” 
for the Japanese economy amid 
growing signs of a discount rate 
cut by the Bank of Japan to head 
off a possible double-dip reces-' 
sion. 

Mr. Hosokawa’s reported re- 
marks, made at the annual meet- 
ing of Japanese life insurance 
companies, came only hours after 
the release of a monthly report by 
the Economic Planning Agency 
(EPA) which said the economy 
was at a standstill. 

“Moves toward reooveiy are 
seen to be stagnating,” the report 
said, painting an even bleaker 
picture of the economy than the 
last report in August. 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Yasushi Mieno was meanwhile 
quoted as saying that there were 
-“no signs of an economic recov- 
ery” given the continued slugjsh- 
ness in personal consumption and 
capita] investment. 

The central bank of governor’s 
comments were made at the same 
meeting as Mr. Hosokawa and 
were taken to mean that his 
outlook was now worse than last 
week when he said the risk of a 
downturn was increasing. 

The downbeat assessment of 
the economy Tuesday came a day 
after the Johnan Credit Associa- 
tion announced a reductioi in its 
prime lending rate from 4.25 per 
cent to 3.75 per cent from next 
week. 

Such announcements by 
Johnan have frequently preceded 
past cuts in the Bank of Japan's 
official discount rate, currently at 
a record low of 2.5 per cent. 
Moreover, Japanese media have 
been reporting since the weekend 
'■that the bank is poised to lower 
Ihe key rate by half a percentage 
point, probaly next week. 


The ammunition justifying 
such a move is expected to 
emerge Friday when the Bank of 
Japan releases its quarterly sur- 
vey of economic enterprises. The 
latest survey conducted in August 
is almost certain to show a further 
deterioration in business confi- 
dence from May when it slipped 
to an 18-year low. 

“The economy is on the verge 
of falling back,” Mr. Hosokawa 
was quoted as saying Tuesday, 
noting that the course of the 
economy had become “unpre- 
dictable” because of the yen's 
recent appreciations and Japan's 
coolest summer for four decades. 

“We would like to compile 
promptly various measures to re- 
spond to the current state of 
emergency and carry them out," 
the prime minister said. 

Finance Minister Hiroshisa 
Fuji earlier ruled out the possibil- 
ity of a “double-dip” recession. 
“There are certainly bad econo- 
mic indicators but there are also 
good ones," he told a news con- 
ference after a cabinet meeting. 

EPA Director-General Manae 
Kubota, who submitted ber agen- 
cy’s monthly report to the meet- 
ing, said the country's economic 
downturn was at a “more au- 
stere” stage than before and 
might be heading for a prolonged 
slowdown. 

The report said output and 
inventory conditions were severe 
while personal consumption had 
been depressed by weak demand 
for summer clothing and aircon- 
ditioners and corporate confi- 
dence eroded by the stronger 
yen. 

Asked about a possible dis- 
count rate cut, Mr. Fuji reiter- 
ated remarks made last week — 
that while a reduction would have 
a postiive psychological effect, it 


was not likely to have much of an 
impact on reviving capital invest- 
ment. 

International Trade and Indus- 
try Minister Hisoshi Kumagai in- 
dicated otherwise, however. “It's 
time to make a cautious deci- 
sion,” he said. 

Mr. Rosokawa meanwhile de- 
nied a report Tuesday that he had 
decided to propose a sup- 
plementary budget to parliament 
to revive the economy in addition 
to a 13.2 trillion yen ($127 billion) 
package approved in April. 

“We don’t know anything at all 
yet,” the prime minister told re- 
porters. “It would take about two 
weeks to consider. It must be 
considered very cautiously.” 

The Yomiuri Shim bun quoted 
government sources as saying 
that the extra budget of several 
trillion yen would indude a boost 
for public bousing and an in- 
crease in loans to home buyers 
and small and medium-sized en- 
terprises. 

But Ms. Kubota, the EPA 
chief, gave some credence to the 
report, saying that the seven- 
party coalition government 
should focus on measures which 
would stimulate housing demand. 
“This kind of stimulus measures 
is most effective." she said. 

Mr. Fujii, the finance minister, 
said a package of deregulatoxy 
measures now being prepared by 
the government to allow consum- 
ers to benefit from the stronger 
yen was likely to be ready in 
about two weeks. Bui there are 
no concrete plans for fiscal or 
monetary measures at this stage, 
he said. 

Industry sources said the Japan 
Automobile Manufacturers’ 
Association urged Mr. Josokawa 
Tuesday to adopt an additional 
package of pump-priming mea- 
sures as soon as possible. 


German carmakers gloomy 
at start of motor show 


FRANKFURT (R) — German 
carmakers opened Frankfurt in- 
ternational motor show Tuesday 
with a series of gloomy -predic- 
tions and worries that no erxfcis in 
sight to the global recession on 
the antomobile market. 

Most car experts say tnat, as 
the recession has tightened its 
grip on the whole European in- 
dustry, there is unlikely to be any 
^ clear recovery until autumn 1994 
; at the earliest. 

; Ferdinand Piech, the chief ex- 
; ecutive of European market lead- 
•er Volkswagen A.G. (V.W.) 
• made clear that his company's 
earnings were' going to be hit by 
-the first fall in sales figures that 
V.W. has experienced for 11 


He told a news conference: 
“Despite a glimmer of hope in 
the German national market- 
place, unfortunately we realise 
that the recession is far from over 


in the foreign automobile mar- 
ket." 

Mr, Piech was able to 
announce that V.W. had made a 
profit for both July and August 
after notching up a group loss of 
1.6 billion marks ($990.6 million) 
in the first half of 1993. 

But he added that develop- 
ments in several of V.W.’s over- 
seas markets, including North 
America and , Asia-Pacific, were 
giving cause for concern. 

V.W. company sources say that 
problems at Y.'W’s, Spanish sub- 
sidiary Seat in particular could 
prevent that company from mak- 
ing a profit at the group level this 
year. 

Adam Opel, the German subsidi- 
ary of General Motor Corp. 
(G.M.) of the United States, 
reflected the generally bleak out- 
look. 

Opel, at the centre of a major 
row with V.W. over industrial 


espionage, reported at the fair 
that the firm had enjoyed positive 
earnings in the first half of 1993. 

But management board chair- 
man David Hetman added: “I 
have to say Tfiat from today’s 
perspective it appears it will be 
very difficult to stay in the black 
during the upcoming months of 
this year. In this respect there is 
a definite need for us to improve 
our oast situation,” be said. 

On the first press day of the 
fair, which opens officially Sept. 
9, sportscar maker Porsche A.G. 
reported a 30 per cent dedinc in 
sales in die year to July 31, 1993. 

Its Chairman Wendelin 
Wiedeking also repeated a fore- 
cast made at the start of 1993 
Porsche would make a loss of less 
than 240 million marts ($148.6 
million) for the whole 1992/1993 
business year. 


Finland unveils austerity 
budget, predicts higher 
unemployment, more taxes 

HELSINKI (AFP) — Finland's 


centre-right coalition government 
Tuesday unveiled a draft auster- 
ity budget for 1994, predicting 
higher unemployment and more 
taxes. 

The budget, which represents a 
decrease of 2.5 per cent in real 
terms compared with this year’s 
budget, totals 188 billion markaa 
(about $32.4 billion), and the 
government is predicting a mod- 
est one per cent growth in gross 
domestic product (GDP) for 1993 
after a 2.5 per cent drop this year. 

The estimate is based on the 
assumption that wage settlement 
will not raise labour costs in 
private sector next year. In public 
sector the wages will drop. 

After a decade of stable econo- 
mic growth in the 1980’s, the 
Finnish economy is ^oing through 
its most serious crisis ance inde- 
pendence in 1917. 

Finland’s total output has drop- 
ped 15 per cent in three years 
time, and in June more than 


500,000 people of the five million 
population were without work. 

Next year unemployment, 
which only three years ago was 
3.4 per cent, is expected to con- 
tinue to rise, reaching 19 per cent 
nextyear. 

Unemployment is set to remain 
high for several years but should 
start falling during 1994, the gov- 
ernment said. 

“The main priority of the gov- 
ernment is to reduce the high 
level of unemployment. This 
must be achieved by increasing 
private sector production and em- 
ployment, as the public sector is 
not in a position to increase em- 
ployment,” the government said. 

In its budget proposaJ.die gov- 
ernment said that wage costs of 
the national public sector will be 
reduced by 6.5 per cent, central 
government transfers to local au- 
thorities are reduced substantial- 
ly, and unemployment benefits 
axe being curtailed. 


Russia agrees to share rouble 
with five former republics 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia and 
five former Soviet republics Tues- 
day agreed to use the rouble as 
their common currency and 
announced plans to sign a new 
economic union treaty in the near 

future. _ 

“Today, we have* in fact laid 
the foundation for an economic 
union," Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin stated after 
signing the currency accord with 
bank and government officials 
from Armenia, Belarus, Kazakh- 
stan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, 
ITAR-TASS reported. 

The rouble accord came six 
weeks after Russia withdrew p re- 
1993 banknotes from circulation 
and invalidated billions of old 
Soviet rouble still in use in several 
former republics in a bid to tight- 
en its control oyer the currency. 

The agreement “on practical 
measures to set up a new type of 
rouble zone” called for using the 
rouble as the sole means of pay- 
ment on the territory of the six 


White House announces 
plan to overhaul government 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House Tuesday recom- 
mended a wide array of cuts, 
consolidations and changes in the 
federal bureaucracy that it said 
would save $106 billion by cen- 
tury’s end. 

The streamlined government 
would have 252,000 fewer jobs, 
with thousands of federal em- 
ployees phased out through attri- 
tion. buyouts, early retirement 
and retraining for private sector 
jobs. 

Reducing the civilian, non- 
postal work force by 12 per cent 
over the next five yean would 
bring the federal payroll below 
two million employees for the 
first time since 1967. 

The report from the so-called 
National Performance Review, 
which has six months in the mak- 
ing, said its proposals would “re- 
duce waste, eliminate unneeded 
bureaucracy, improve services to 
taxpayers and create a leaner but 
more productive government.” 

A colourful, breezily written, 
168-page report, “From red tape 
to results: Qeating a go v ernment 
that works better and-oosts less,” 
recommended cutting wasteful 
and d up lica t ive programmes, in- 
cluding: 

Ten per cent of the Agriculture 
Department's 12,000 field offices 
nationwide. Estimated savings 
through the 1999 fiscal yean $1.7 
bflti . 

/ regional offices at the De- 
part* nent of Housing and Urban 
Development, pits a promise to* 
“pans down" its system of 80 field 
offices and cut its 10,000-person 
field staff by 1,500. Estimated 
savings: $167 mOlion. 

Five of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ 11 field offices, esti- 
mated savings: $68 million. 

The recommendations 
embrace old or ongoing studies 
by the departments and agencies- 
themselves. The report did not 


include specific closings, 
apparently leaving it np to agency 
and department heads to deter- 
mine which offices would be shut 
down. 

As expected, the White House 
said law enforcement functions of 
the Drag E n forcement Adminis- 
tration (DEA) should bp merged 
into the FBI, saving $187 million 
over five years. 

The White House wants to 
merge the law enforcement arm 
of me Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac- 
co and Firearms (ATF) with the 
FBI and combine ATFs regula- 
tory and revenue functions with 
the Internal Revenue Service. 
But the report says the idea can 
wait until after the FBI-DEA 
merger is complete. The ATF 
currently is in tiie Treasury De- 
partment. 

The report did not say how 
many of the 252,000 targeted 
positions actually are filled by 
employees now, or how much 
would be saved by cutting the 
workers. It also did not say pre- 


fiscal year that begins next 
month. 

The savings get better each 
year after that: $18.8 billion in 
1996. $21.9 billion in 1997, $21.7 
billion in 1998, and $30 billion in 
fiscal year 1999, according to the 
report. 

The report calls for: 

Streamlining the bureaucracy 
to do more with less, “eliminating 
unnecessary layers of manage- 
ment and nonessential staff,” 
$10.1 billion saved. 

Marking changes in individual 
agencies: .$36.1 billion. 

Changing the way government 
items: $22.5 billion. 

tidating and modernising 
government systems such as com- 
puters: $5.1 billion. 

Simplifying paperwork and re- 
ducing administrative work: $3 3 
trillion. 

The benefits of reducing the 
work force by 252,000 positions 
are apparently split between die 
first two of those categories. The 
discussion of worker reductions 


osely Jbow raany.pf jhe. 800 ; re- v singles out — in broad terms — 
commendations needed congres- * supervisors, headquarters staff. 


•sional approval: 

Vice President Al Gpre in an 
interview with the 'Associated 
Press Monday, said “fewer than 
half’ of the recommendations re- 
quire an OK from Congress. 

Most of die savings the White 
House hopes to get from its plan 
to “reinvent government” would 
come from programme cuts and 
system changes. But higher fees 
and fewer tax breaks are also a 
small part of the equation. 

The National Performance Re- 
view Report said $108 billion 
would be saved by the end of 
fiscal year 1999. 

The first real savings — $12.6 
billion — would come in fiscal 
year 1995, which begins Oct. 1, 
1991. But according to the report, 
the figure indudes $500 million in 
savings that many come from the 


personnel : specialists, ‘ Budget 
analysts, procurement specialists, 
accountants and auditors. 

Not aQ of the $108 billion 
comes from cutbacks. An appen- 
dix to the report says $500 million 
would be raised by repeating the 
tax credit for adding wine or 
flavouring to liquour. Another 
$15 million would be raised by 
eliminating a tax credit for alco- 
hol dealers. 

An official on Mr. Gore's 
National Performance Review 
team who spoke on condition of 
anonymity said the Treasury De- 
partment singled out the tax 
breaks because - administering 
them took a lot of paperwork. 

“We could do away with all of 
it, put everybody ou even keel 
and got money along the way," 
doe official said. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“I’ve always wanted to be your . 
knight in shining armor, but all I can 
afford is aluminum foil.” 



YES, MA'AM ..00. YOU HAVE ANY BOOKS 
HERE IN YOUR LIBRARY WHERE A D06 
TAKES OVER THE WHOLE WORLP ? 






WELL, I THINK NOW 
Y0UVE GOT ONE.. 




Andy Capp 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


RUMON 

_ k' N 


»•- 1 

i i 

*•— Ul 


— 

HUBYS 



L 


■ 

m 

□ 


TUMON1 




□ 

□ 

□ 


GEULED 


- ' ' > 


J 


WHAT THE 0OREC? 

| PERCUSSION PLAYER 
THOUGHT HIS 
WORK WAS, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, a® sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: |C1 XXXITl 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: ADMIT 
Answer. 


HITCH 


(Answers Monday) 
GEYSER NATURE 


What the horse thought this wife looked like as 
she prepared lor bed— A NIGHT-MARE 



IT’S STRAIGHT UP TO BED j 

v ANODEP1N1TEIV -C 

r no SUPPER POR VOW-/ J 




Mutton' Jeff 


f LADY VbU 
TRIED ON 
TWENTY 
DRESSES 
ALREADY ! 



countries and for coordinating 
budget, credit, interest rate and 
customs policies. 

Under die terms of the accord, 
tire Russian Central Bank be- 
came the sole centre for currency 
emission for the six countries. 

Russian Central Bank Gov- 
ernor Viktor Gerashchenko 
however warned that the new 
rouble zone would have to be„ 
enforced with harmonised legisla- 
tion, adding that a “long and 
difficult process” lay ahead for 
the members of the new rouble 
' allian ce. Interfox' reported. 

“Government officials who are 
hoping to quickly solve their eco- 
nomic problems are sadly mis- 
'taken,” Mr. Gerashchenko 
stated. 

In a joint statement carried by 
the news agency, representatives 
from the six countries said they 
were “aware of the objective 
need to safeguard their common 
economic space and of the high 
degree of mutual economic de- 
pendence” between the former 
Soviet republics. 

“A concrete step has been 
made towards deepening the eco- 
nomic integration of the six 
states,” the statement said. 


gAfing that the heads of state pi 
the countries would meet in die 
near future to sign the econouuc 
union. 

Russia. Belarus and Ukrtriie 
two months ago also ararounofcfc’ 
plans to set up a new ccroo u ft f 
union within the framework 61 
the Commonwealth of Indepea- 
dent Stares (CIS) and Moscow 
stateo that Central Asian repub- 
lics would have to choose be- 
tween the proposed Slav* 
domfcated on ton or an atiiante 
with Muslim countries to the 
south. 

Kazakhstan. Tajikistan arid 
Uzbekistan had announced plans 
to join a customs union under the 

auspices of the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation set by 
Turkey, Iran and Pakistan in 
1985. 

Armenia meanwhile has back- 
ed off from its plans to introduce 
its own currency as its economy 
continues to be rocked by the 
five-year undeclared war against 
Azerbaijan over the enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Russia has repeatedly accused 
former Soviet republics of fuell- 
ing inflation by issuing soft credits 
to their industries- 


Sudan sells needy 
cut-price food 

KHARTOUM (R) — The Sudanese government has said it had 
provided 582 million pounds ($3.5 million) worth of flour, cooking 
oh, tea, soap and other basic supplies to needy workers. 

Bashir Abdul Salaam, secretary of a government committee on aid 
for the needy, told the newspaper Al Ingaz Al Watam the 
commodities were sold at “reasonable” prices at places of **.ork: 
Skyrocketing prices have brought widespread misery in Sudan. $ nr * 
Military ruler Omar Hassan Al Bashir ordered special measures id 
July to help the poor. „ . , . " r * 

Mr. Abdul Salaam gave no details of how the workplace food sales 
were carried out but said his committee was taking a survey befote 
establishing a new system for distribution of essential commodities: 


•ML.e 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER ft. 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
morning finds you eager to make 


some sodden arid dramatic changes 
or to indicate irritability with co- 
workers which would be unwise. 

Instead be inventive and circum- 
ABffiS: (Marcli '21 to'Xirifli 'ic j 1 1 "Se tter, then tonight. do. what wifi \ 
Yori have to adopt a new atti t u d e if • improve relations with associates. • 
yon are to get out fiorii under an 


quires you pay more attention to ; 
his views, tonight yon can enjoy a ■ 
public figure. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October ; 
22) A confidential chat with a • 
person of importance during the | 
shows you the way to do tasks 


obligation to another person and 
tonight you see dearly a new path- 
way ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
change in better understanding va- 
rious friends and companions is 
present during the daytime while 
tonight finds you in tune with 
enjoyments you like. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get 
outsiders of influence and family 
members to better understand one . 
another in a forthright fashion, 
then you can get into organised 
tasks for the future. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Financial interests could 
wisely occupy your attention dur- 
smess hours' 


but consult with 
bigwigs, tonight you can have a 
happy time with your mate. * 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
haw a good friend who can explain 
to and show yon bow to be more 
productive today while tonight 
consider ways to extend your re- 
creations. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep t ember 
22) Whatever you have m mind 
where and agreement with an in- 
fluential person is concerned re- 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- ; 
ber 21) Although property and ■ 
financial affairs are important to- * 
day, it is also a particularly viral 
time to make arrangements for ; 
future recreations with dose com- 
panions. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You are highly per- 
sonal in your reactions to persons! 
and conditions today but also 
handle workSy interests, tonight ’ 
invite guests into your borne. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Think about what you 
can best do to put new ideas into - 
effect in your everyday routine. '\ 
with tbe aid of a bigwig, tonight ;• 

out and enjoy a nobby. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febn ■ 
ary 19) A compassionate per* 
will show bow to be most bei ' 


a person who looks to you tar aid * 
while tonight you can find ways to ■ 
increase assets. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You need to be in the world of • 
outside activity to get best results 
of todays aspects and to get a loo 
tune friend to lend you a hand wii 
a public matter. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Frank R. Jackson 


ACROSS 

1 Doleful 
utterance 

5 Bite with 
impatience: vat. 

10 Show a 
difference 

14 Pace 

15 Of the ear 

16 Rose’s love 

17 Pot of gold site? 

20 Farm tool 
manufacturer 

21 Mental attitude 

22 Bailey product 

25 Bom 

26 Old French coin 

29 Coronet 

31 Marriage rite 
locale 

36 Y ears: Lat 

38 Monastic tide 

39 Comedte foil 

40 Location of 
fence straddler? 

43 Watar-to- steam 
producer 

44 Sailor 

45 Singer James 

46 Mountain range 

47 Fan bloomer 

49 Layer 

50 — 

52 Loot 
54 Ornament of 

ribbon 
58 Clocked 

62 Certain point of 
a mass 

65 Before: pref. 

66 Between pref. 

B7 NCcofege 

68 Upbeat 
economic 
period 

69 Oofts 

70 Lacoste 

DOWN 

1 Matured 

2 Bowling alley 

3 Right-hand man 

4 Tempest 

5 Cheshire, (Lg. 

6 Exclamation of 
surprise 

7 City in Utah 


■a 

ii 

» 

u 








■ 






ai ngms nasanaa 

8 Boatman's 
haven 

9 Aircraft 

10 Movers' movers 

11 Frenehderlc 

12 Disorder out of 
hand 

13 Archer's wood 

18 Big deed 

19 Imagine 

23 Criminal loser 

24 Tapioca source 

26 Brazilian dance 

27 Bulb 

38 Disassembled 
30 Boats 

32 Traditional 
knowledge 

33 Motor 

34 Marble 

35 ft . ■ ■ ■» 

37 Out of action 

39 Termagant 
41 Renter 

47 Makes lace 
47 Chekhov and 
Rubinstein 


Yesterday's Paste Solved: 


□nnnn nnnn nnnn 
rignamnniiinn nnnn 
FHinu nnra cannon 

gnaHQ nnnno uBO 
^gnn nqnnra rarann 
non nnnnu nnnnn 
nnonnn 

ngagoBB noon 

unnn 

SSHS onnnanmQnn 

nnnn 

BBnn n mnn qboo 


k. 


48 Pro- 
51 Open courts 

53 Donator 

54 Gambling town 

55 Aware ol 

56 Pipe section 
57Satomsndsft 


59 Race distance 

60 Jacket type 

61 Urdt of force 

62 Vehicle for lure 

63 — write 

64 Carriers: 
abbr. 
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Jordan moves to update financial, economic laws 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Finance Minister 
Sami Gam mo told a gathering of 
businessmen Monday night that 
the departments of customs, in- 
come tax and lands and survey 
were reviewing legislations ana 
regulations in order to modernise 
work procedures and, at the same 
time, simplify dealings with the 
public. 

He told the group of about 300 
personalities from both the pri- 
vate and public sectors that finan- 
cial reforms/started Monday as 
new administrative regulations 
were issued ‘‘freeing the free 
zones from all administrative res- 
trictions, routine and interference 
by various authorities." 

The minister said that the new 
regulations “lay down the dear 
basis as to how to deal with an 
investor and how to handle the 
entry and exit of goods, whether 
in transit or to the local consump- 


tion.” 

The new regulations also cover 
the entry of raw materials and 
other necessary inputs in addition 
to miscellaneous requirements 
needed by investors in order to 
turn the free zones into attractive 
investment sites, the minister 
added. 

Reforms in the area of customs 
were outlined by Mr. Gammo to 
be/ first, a government adoption 
of the international system of 
classification and description of 
goods starting the beginning of 
next year. 

“The system does not affect the 
tariff structure as it is only a 
harmonised international system 
approved by the Brussels-based 
Customs Corporation Council 
and used by 135 countries," ex- 
plained Mohammad A1 Jamal, 
director general of the Depart- 
ment of Customs). 

Secondly, Mr. Gammo said, 
measures have been taken to 
amplify work procedures at ail 


customs centres and to upgrade 
the level of services through the 
computerisation of all customs 
operations and delegation of au- 
thorities to the heads of the cen- 
tres. 

The final customs reform, 
which is currently being made, 
involves rewriting the existing 
customs law to make amend- 
ments that would include expand- 
ing decentralisation, encouraging 
the establishment of free zones, 
giving additional privileges to 
“temporary entry" beneficiaries 
and differentiating between 
“smuggling'' and “violating.” 

Mr. Gammo said instructions 
had also been given to open 
technical centres for the Land 
and Survey Department in all the 
governors les in order to avoid 
forcing people to come to Am- 
man for every small transaction. 

Instructions have also been 
given for land registry depart- 
ments lacing work pressure to 
remain open until 4 p.m. to en- 








Kami Gammo 

able citizens to conclude their 
deals, Mr. Gammo said. 

He said that, in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Justice, laws 
pertaining to lands were under 
review for amendments and mod- 
ernisation. 

Another study is currently ex- 


Abu Dhabi investment company increases capital 


7/9/1493 


ABU DHABI (R) — A subsidi- 
ary of Abu Dhabi's main invest- 
ment arm has boosted its capital 
as part of a plan to expand 
activity. 

Bankers said the Abu Dhabi 
Investment Comapny (ADIC) 
raised paid-up capital to 341.8 
minion (firhams ($93 million) this 
year from 110-3 million dirhams 
($30 million) in 1992. 

The capital increase was 
achieved through a share offering 


and by converting part of a loan 
from its majority shareholder, 
Abu Dhabi Investment Authority 
(ADIA) which handles the Aba 
Dhabi government’s internation- 
al investments. 

“With its new capital structure 
in place, ADIC intends to in- 
crease investment and merchant 
banking activities," a senior 
banker told Reuters. 

Bankers said ADICs capital 
was raised to 250 million dirhams 


($68 million) in June by issuing 
more than 1.3 million new shares, 
all of them snapped up by ADIA. 
National Bank of Abu Dhabi is 
also a shareholder in ADIC. 

Bankers said ADICs capital 
was boosted further to 341.8 mil- 
lion dirhams in July by converting 
into share capital 25 per cent of a 
$100 miDion subordinated loan 
ADIA granted ADIC in 1982. 

The first annual installment of 
$25 million was paid in July 1992. 


ADIC plans to boost capital 
further in 1994 and 1995 by con- 
verting the remaining $50 million 
of the loan. 


ADICs 1992 balance sheet was 
distributed to banks after an ex- 
traordinary meeting earlier this 
year approving the capital res- 
tructuring. It will be published in 
the company's annual report due 
for release this week. 


amining the income tax law to 
make amendments to it “with the 
aim of widening the base of taxa- 
tion, lowering tax levels and sim- 
plifying collection procedures." 

Mr. Gammo rejected claims 
that the current income tax, or 
any modified one, negatively 
affected investment in the King- 
dom. He stressed that investment 
decisions were not based on the 
tax level but, ratlier, on the re- 
turns on investments. 

The minister affirmed that the 
link between tax exemptions and 
investment was extremely weak 
and that investors weigh primari- 
ly the overall climate and that the 
decisive derision is specifically 
built on the returns factor. 

On the proposed sales tax, Mr. 
Gammo saw indirect taxes were 
the most just in developing coun- 
tries, and that the sales tax will be 
introduced shortly. 

“It (sales tax) is Jordan's des- 
tiny to implement the tax,” he 
said. 

He elaborated that an Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
team arrived in Jordan Sunday at 
the request of the government to 
explain to the concerned person- 
nel the benefits of the sales tax 
and the steps that should be taken 
to implement it. 

The minister noted that the 
IMF had all the necessary know- 
ledge and experience about the 
sales tax, having supervised its 
application in over 85 countries. 

Mr. Gammo described the 
sales tax as fair as it affects the 
largest base of taxpayers and is to 
be collected on the basis of con- 
sumption. 

Answering a question about 


businesses suffering from the 
overzealous inspection on ships 
sailing to Aqaba, Mr. Gammo 
said that a U.N. committee to 
look into compensation for dam- 
ages from the sanctions on Iraq 
was due to arrive Tuesday in 
Amman. 

“We made all the necessary 
arrangements to ensure that the 
committee meets all concerned 
government and private sector 
institutions in order to get the full 
information about Jordan's losses 
resulting from the sanctions on 
Iraq," he said. 

Mr. Gammo confirmed report 
carried by the Jordan Times last 
month that Jordan had secured a 
60 per cent reduction on its fore- 
ign commercial debt. 

He said that an agreement 
reached with 80 banks to resche- 
dule the $895 million of commer- 
cial debt would be signed next 
month. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment. the commercial debt 
volume was reduced by no less 
than 60 per cent and the payment 
of interest would be about $41 
million to be paid annually over 
30 years instead of $81 million 
had the agreement nor been 
reached. 

The minister said the Paris 
Gub has agreed to extend the 
rescheduling of loans from June 
30, 93 to Feb. 28. 1994. Based on 
this extension, $253 million of 
installments and interest will be 
rescheduled to no less than 15 
years with a seven-year grace 
period. 

The gathering was the 9th orga- 
nised by the Jordanian Business- 
men Association. 



/ a? 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING. AK FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE, TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




L. 604^76 -6Q4.6 




Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Real 

Estate" 

Tel. No. 810605/810809 
Fax No. 810520 



CROWN INTL EST. i 

Packing, shipping 
forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 




Daily Lunch 



^ * u i f i r : »rnni 


ftrofegstona] Quality in 
1 Hour .Service" 

Develop -your colour film at 
our shop and gee- 

• JUMBO photo 
stem 30% larger 


• From enlarge- 
m e nt 20 x 30 cm 


Sbmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77 5 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
\ AMMAN - JORDAN 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 


Swefieh tel: 823891 


r CHEN’S 
. CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and raste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight . 


One visit will make yon 
a steady , we beUcvent 



IIAI'OTEL 

,U2i|l|I= 


Amman - TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - F ax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


WAN EARS 
EHINE5E RESTAURANT 
Special Chinese Foods 


k-71-g 1 . 




Takm away is available 

Shat AMrab Street 
Urn Uthainah Commercial Centra 


T*L 


•nee lasted 
Ahwys Loved 


The first & belt 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

istGrcle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahfiyyah Girts School 

Takaawaybmilahia 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m . 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 


m)t $nb 



FREE 

& Munchies 

Reduced Drink Prices 



























































































































r : 

i. 

:i 

* 

9 ■ 

V.. 


World News 



JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER I, »M 



Pussia says Turkish troops 


f red on guards in Armenia 


MO'i row (AFP) — Russian 
troops in Armenia reported Tues- 
day ti-.ey came under fire from 
Turkish soldiers on the other side 
of the border despite mounting 
diplomatic activity to defuse ten- 
sions in the Caucasus. 

Azerbaijan's acting president, 
Geidar Aliyev, meanwhile held a 
second day of talks with Russian 
officials in Moscow focussing on 
the conflict with Armenia over 
Nagorno-Karabakh and Russian 
assistance in resolving it, ITAR- 
TASS said. 

A spokesman for the Russian 
Border Guards told AFP that 
Turkish troops bad fired late 
Monday on Border Post 14 in the 
Octemberian region west of 
Yerevan. 

No injuries were reported and 
the Russian Guards did not re- 
turn fire, but a Border Guard 
official in Yerevan quoted by 
ITAR-TASS said the Guards 
Headquarters had filed an official 
protest over the incident. 

It was the second time in as 
many days that Russian Border 
Guards reported shots being fired 
into Armenian territory from the 
other side of the border, where 
Turkey has massed at least four 
infantry battalions. 

The Guards official quoted by 
ITAR-TASS also denounced the 
construction of new fortifications 
on the Turkish side of the border 
and movement by Turkish 
armoured vehicles arid patrols in 
the area. 

Turkish Prime Minister Tansu 


Ciller, due in Moscow Wednes- 
day to discuss border tensions in 
the Caucasus, told the Istanbul 
newspaper Hurriyet this week she 
would ask parliament for a dec- 
laration of war if Armenia attack- 
ed die Azerbaijani enclave of 
Nakhichevan along the Turkish 
border. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Valayati, quoted by the 
Iranian News Agency (IRNA), 
Monday, also -asserted that 
Tehran “will not remain silent to 
the Armenian aggression’* in 
Azerbaijani territory. 

Iran has also concentrated 
troops along its northern border 
with Azerbaijan and has agreed 
to set up some 50,000 tents in 
southern Azerbaijan for refugees 
fleeing the fighting in the south- 
west of the country. 

On Thursday, however, Mos- 
cow was to host an unofficial 
meeting of the so-called “Minsk 
group” of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) to discuss the 
conflict around Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

The session was expected to be 
attended by representatives from 
Karabakh who were to sit down 
for the first time for formal nego- 
tiations with representatives of 
Azerbaijan. 

The meeting also marks Rus- 
sia’s return to centre stage in 
mediating the Karabakh inflict 
and coincided with admiss. -s by 
Mr. Aliyev that Azerbaijai. was 
considering joining the Cornu, mi- 


ANC, Pretoria differ 


over democracy bill 


JOHANNESBURG (A . — 

Strong differences between the 
African National Confess 
. (ANC) and the government rwe 
emerged over a .vital draft den o- 
cracy bill, but negotiators were 
Tuesday hopeful of reaching a 
compromise. 

- Delegates at 23-party talks did 
not debate the draft bill on the 
Transitional Executive Council 
(TEC) Monday, allowing time for 
the ANC and the government to 
resolve their differences ::t a 
series of closed-door meetings. 

- Constitutional Development 
Minister and chief government 
negotiator Roelf Meyer arid jour- 
nalists that a “few outstanding 
matters” had to be finalised. But 
he said consensus should be 
reached soon. 

The TEC aims to give major 
parties a role in government and 
to level the playing field ahead of 
the scheduled April 27 ground- 
breaking non-radal election. 

The ANC and the government 
disagree over the percentage sup- 
port needed in the TEC to pass 
decisions, with the government 
saying 80 per cent of members 
must support a decision, while 
the ANC favours a 66 per cent 
majority. 

Government also does not 
agree with the ANCs demand 
that the TEC has the final say 
over whether President F.W. De 
Klerk can declare emergency 
rule, according to a report Tues- 
day in Johannesburg’s Business 
Day newspaper. » 

Democracy negotiators have 
until Friday to finalise agree- 
ments to be presented for approv- 
al to a special sitting of the 
white-dominated parliament 
starting in Cape Town on Sept. 
13. 

They have already agreed on 
draft bills for independent media, 
election and broadcasting com- 
missions as part of the package 
designed to pave the way for the 
April poll. 

In what could provide a boost 
to negotiations, Inkatha Freedom 
Party (IFP) leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi confirmed Tuesday 
that he would meet with Presi- 
dent De Klerk on Sept. 16. 

Mr. Buthelezi pulled the IFP 
out of negotiations on July 2 in 
protest against the setting of 


April 27 as the election date, anu 
has said he would not support any 
agreements negotiators reached 
in the IFP’s absence. 

Mr. De Klerk has expressed 
hope that the summit between 
him and Mr. Buthelezi will bring 
the Zulu-based IFP back into the 
process, but Mr. Buthelezi has 
been ambivi’'*m about the meet- 
ing’s prospects. 

Asked at a media briefing upon 
his return from Britain on Tues- 
day about his expectations for the; 
summit. Mr. Buthelezi replied: 
“Nothing more -than to take the 
process forward. We are all grop- 
ing for a way to take the process 
forward.” 

Meanwhile, South Africa 
police reported finding ten bodies 
early ruesda- ;.i Tokoza blt.k 
township east of Johannesburg 
bringing to at least 78 the number 
of people killed countrywide in a 
ren? 1 ■* .if violence. 

tfroura eastern 
tyv.rs*-..; j.u uus ugain become 
the focus of violence, with die ten 
corpses found Tuesday adding to 
the 26 victims found since Friday. 

Over 500 people were killed in 
ti>e townships of Tokoza, Katie- 
.... ’'cs’oorns and Daveytonin 
July and August, mainly in 
clashes between supporters of the 
African National Congress and 
Inkatha Freedom Party. 

Natal province, scene of eight 
years of bitter conflict between 
ANC and IFP supporters, re- 
ported 38 deaths since Friday, 
while four people were killed in 
townships near Cape Town. 

In a separate development, a 
wreath was laid Tuesday on the 
site where 28 ANC marchers 
were shot dead by Gskei home- 
land soldiers during a protest 
march on Sept. 7 last year, state 
radio reported. 

The 28 protestors were killed 
and hundreds more injured as 
they reached the border between 
South Africa and the nominally 
independent black home lan 
ing a March on the Gskei . J 
Bisho as part of the ANC' 
homelands campaign. 

Three weeks after the slayings, 
the ANC and the government 
reached a record of understand- 
ing that paved the way for the 
resumption of democracy talks in 
April. 


Pope condemns Soviet 
attempt to snuff out religion 


SIAULIAI, Lithuania (R) — 
Pope John Paul, speaking at the 
site of a poignant symbol of 
Lithuania’s resistance to Soviet 
domination, Tuesday condemned 
totalitarianism’s attempt to snuff 
out religion. 

The 73-year-old Polish Pontiff, 
on his first visit to a country in 
what used to be the Soviet Union, 
spoke in front of a mound of 
earth known as the “Hill of Cros- 
ses” near the northern town of 
Siauliai. During the decades of 
Soviet communism, authorities 
repeatedly tried and failed to 
destroy the hill. 

“Innocents were condemned. 
At that time in your homeland a 
terrible system marked by tota- 
litarian violence raged, a system 
which trampled down and humili- 
ated man,” he said. 

; “We come here — to the 
mountain of crosses — to remem- 
ber all the sons and daughters of 
'your land, as well as those seut- 
eriOed, those sent to prison, to 
-oncentratiou camps, deponed to 


Siberia or to Kolyma, condemned 
to death,” the Pope said at a mass 
for some 50,000 people at die 
foot of the hill. 

More than 36,000 Lithuanians 
— -nationalists, resistance leaders 
and members of the intelligentsia 
and the Roman Catholic Church 
— were deported after Soviet 
dictator Josef Stalin annexed 
their country in 1940. 

Many perished in places such 
as Kolyma in the Soviet Far East, 
a bleak and notorious outpost of 
the gulag. 

Although the tradition of plac- 
ing crosses on the till dated back 
to the 15th century and more 
were added in the 19th century to 
protest against Russian tsarist 
rule, it became famous during 
Soviet rule — particularly the 
1960s and 1970s. 

Local Communist officials tried 
repeatedly to eliminate the mis- 
ses, pulling down thousands at a 
tune. But Lithuanians responded 
each time by putting more in their 
place. 



wealth of Independent States 
(CIS). 

Membership in die CIS would 
permit Azerbaijan to sign on to a 
collective security treaty bro- 
kered by Russia in May 1992 
which would permit Baku to re- 
quest Russian military assistance. 

Russian Border Guards and 
other troops were already present 
in Armenia as a result of Yere- 
van's membership in the treaty. 

Mr. Aliyev met with Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin at the 
Kremlin Monday and said after- 
wards that Russia “cannot remain 
indifferent to the conflict be- 
tween Azerbaijan and Armenia.” 

Iran was expected to send an 
envoy to Armenia Tuesday to 
iKotbs the security of its frontiers 
and the possibility of a large 
influx of Azeri refogees. 

The Armenian Foreign Minis- 
try said in a statement that agree- 
ment on the envoy’s visit was 
reached during a telephone con- 
versation Monday between Mr. 
Velayati and his Armenian coun- 
terpart Vahan Papazyan. 

The statement did not name 
the envoy but said he would be a 
personal representative of Mr. 
Velayati. 

The Armenian statement 

3 noted Mr. Papazyan as saying 
lat “Armenia was doing, is 
doing and will be doing every- 
thing posable to settle the Kara- 
bakh conflii.' by peaceful 
means.” 

Armenia has been rendering 


wide moral and financial support 
to its ethnic trin in Nagorno- 
Karabakh. But Yerevan says it is 
not involved in the conflict direct- 
ly. 

Tehran has not reacted official- 
ly to reports by the Turkish gov- 
ernment last week that Iranian 
troops on the Azeri border had 
been reinforced. 

Hie Russian Foreign Ministry 
Tuesday expressed concern over 
Iran having sent troops into Azer- 
baijan. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said “we cannot support such 
action from Iran, whatever the 
motive.” Gregory Karassin said 
these incursions would lead to 
“an escalation in the conflict” 
and increased the “risks of inter- 
nationalisation” of the conflict 
between Azerbaijan and the 
Armenians over the enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The ministry &' o said it “dis- 
agreed” with : : “Nagorno- 
Karabakh Self-D. mce Force’s” 
offensive deep in > Azerbaijani 
territory towards ae Armenian 
border. 

Iran is to set up camps just 
inside Azerbaijani territory for 
around 200,000 refugees who fled 
Armenian attacks last month m 
southwestern Azerbaijan, the 
head of the Iranian Red Crescent 
said Monday. 

Iran sent security forces along 
the Arax River on its border with 
Azerbaijan officially to contain 
Azeri refugees and to guard two 
dams under construction. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Japan Socialist chief to step aside 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s Socialist Party chief, also a state minister 
in the coalition government, will step aside as chairman to prevent 
his party from splitting up. a party official said Tuesday. The chief 
government spokesman immediately stepped in to calm jitters, 
saying the departure of Socialist leader Sadao Yamabana — one 
of eight coalition leaders — would have tittle effect on the future 
of the one-month-old government. “This is not going to greatly 
affect (the government),” Masayoshi Takemura told a news 
conference. “Personnel changes among the different parties are 
of no concern to the coalition government,” he said. 


Gorbachev opens security conference 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Mikhai] Gorbachev Tuesday opened an 
international conference on global security which one analyst 
described as a bid by the'fonnfr Soviet president to get back into 
worid politics. The conference was jointly organised by the 
Gorbachev Foundation, the Gorbachev Fund in the United States 
and the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation. Ale x ander Konovaloc, m 
charge of research at the. Russian Institute on toe United States 
ami Canada, said the conference was “an attempt by Gorbachev 
to get back onto the world political stage as a figure still capable of 
initiating ideas of planetary importance.” In his opening speech, 
Mr. Gorbachev raised such global issues as ecology, the Third 
V or' - and the growing economic imbalance between the North 
c.id so. ’h. Political analysts said Mr. Gorbachev was hoping to 
capitalise on toe current crisis on toe Russian political scene, 
wracked by scandals, to make a comeback. He has been 
noticeabl" absent on the political scene since the end of 1991. 


Thatcher takes jab at Major 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Former British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher took a jab Tuesday at her successor, John Major, 
suggesting his leadership was weak. Lady Thatcher, in a speed* to 
Bangkok-based businessmen, drew laughter when she pointed out 
hat she had shown, when in office, that democracy and “strong 
leadership, are not mutually exclusive. “You must never think 
that democracy cannot give rise to strong leadership. After all, it 
did in Singapore and it did in Britain,” she said, adding after a 
slight pause: “In my time.” “And it did in Malaysia too,” 
continued toe 67-year-old Thatcher, who stepped down in late 
1990 when she lost out in a leadership struggle after cabinet 
colleagues warned her that her Conservative Party would not win 
an election if she remained in power. In the same address Lady 
Thatcher accused the European Community of protectionism and 
said it risked losing its status as a major economic power amid 
impressive growth in toe Asia- Pacific region, which she o ascribed 
as “the economic pivot of the future.” 


Major’s government hits bottom 


GLASGOW, Scotland (R) — Prime Minister John Major's 
Conservative Party has slumped into fourth place in a new survey 
of Scottish voters, with only 15 per cent support. The embarras- 
sing two per cent drop over last month’s System Three poll puts 
toe ruling party one percentage point behind the opposition 
liberal Democrats. It is the party’s worst showing for three years' 
and toe first time they have been placed at the bottom since 1986. 
The oppos i tion Labour Party, toe dominant party in Scotland, 
remained steady on 45 per cent and the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) held their 24 per cent share. Political analysts attribute the 
slump to voter concern over toe impending imposition of value 
added tax (VAT) on domestic fuel supplies and worry about 
possible higher charges for water. Opposition parties claim VAT 
on fuel will hit families in Scotland harder than those elsewhere as 
they spend a higher proportion of toe income on heating. 


‘Cuba changing to adapt to world* 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban Foreign Minister Roberto Robaina, 
shrugging off foreign criticism of his country's one-party socialist 
system, said Monday Cuba was changing to adapt itself to a 
changed world. “We’re not as bad 'as we're portrayed to be, nor as 
good as we would Hke to be,” Mr. Robaina told a meeting in 
Havana of foreign and Cuban non-government organisations 
(NGOs). “The worid has changed and Cuba, without abandoning 
the principles that have sustained it in the last three decades, is 
changing to adapt itself to the current times,” he added. Mr. 
Robaina and other younger members of President Fidel Castro's 
government have been waging a campaign in recent months to try 
to improve the image abroad of the communist-ruled Caribbean 
island. 


Kanemaru trial continues 


TOKYO (AFP) — The trial of Shin Kanemaru, Japan's fallen 
political kingpin accused of massive tax evasion, continued here 
Tuesday with his defence counsel reiterating that millions of 
dollars in concealed wealth were not for personal use. At toe first 
hearing on July 22, Kanemaru, 78, pleaded not guilty to evading 
taxes on concealed income of 1.85 billion yen ($17.7 million) 
earned between 1987 and 1989. Prosecutors allege that Mr. 
Kanemaru kept political donations for personal gain, buying 
debentures and gold bars and stashing them in his office and 
home. His lawyers reiterated at Tuesday’s second hearing that the 
money was for political purposes, including toe creation of a new 
political party. 



Former first lady Imelda Marcos (right) accompa- 
nied by her dddrea fmipriiriiien Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. (left) and Imee Mauotoc (centre) sing 
toe Ph B pphe national anthem before the Oag- 


draped «dHa of toe late strongm an Ferdinand 
Marcos upon ar rial at L ao ag City Airport Tues- 
day (AFP photo) 


Marcos’ body arrives in Philippines 


LAOAG, Philippines (R) — Im- 
ekla Marcos slumped in tears 
over the flag-draped coffin of her 
husband Ferdinand Marcos Tues- 
day after die body of the dis- 
graced former president was 
brought home to a delirious wel- 
come from diehard supporters. 

Mumbling behind her blade 
veil, the 64-year-old former first 
lady rested her head on the coffin 
as it arrived in Laoag Plaza to lie 
in state. She smoothed the flag 
with her hand before being 
helped away by her tearful 
daughter Imee. 

But despite the hysteria of the 
most fervent loyalists with their 
hats, T-shirts and umbrellas 
printed with “I love FM”, the 
crowds were only a fraction of 
what organisers had been expect- 
ing. 

Elaborate plans had been maA*- 
for up to one million people, but 
fewer than 20,000 were at Laoag 
Airport in Marcos’ ■ northern 
stronghold to welcome him home 
and to accompany his coffin 
mounted on a horse-drawn car- 
riage into the dty. 

Imelda Marcos refused to 
answer any questions about the 
low turnout, saying only: “T hank 
God, he’s home.” 


As rain began to fall over 
Laoag the. remaining crowds 
melted away,. leaving toe Marcos 
family, friends and political allies 
to stand vigfl over toe body. ■_ 
Cocos Norte Governor Rodol- 
fo Farinas, who was in charge of 
organising the funeral, said: “A 
lot of people w31 be coming in 
after today. We expect people to 


be coming as the days go on.” 

The low numbers tod not de- 
tract from toe fervour of the 
loyalists who travelled from Man- 
ila 400 kilometres away. 

The arrival of the body on a 
stage built in front of the Cocos 
Norte provincial capital was the 
oihninati nn of an emotional day 
of homecoming ceremonies for 
the man hailed as a god by some 
and as a tyrant who plundered his 
nation by others. 

Marcos is accused of trampling 
human rights and, with bis associ- 
ates, looting up to $10 billion 
during his 20-year rule. He was 
ousted by a “people power” re- 
volt in 1986 and toed in exile in 
Hawaii in 1989. 

But his loyalist su p p o rte r s re- 
fuse to accept the charges against 
him. 

“He deserves more than he’s 
getting, I am hoping that history 
will be kind to him in the end,” 
said one of his closest associates 
Eduardo “Dantong” Cojuangco. 

Missing was current President 
Fidel Ramos, who refused to 
attend the funeral of his distant 
cousin and a man be once served 
as national police chief. 

Instead he sent his sister 'Sena- 
tor Leticia Ramos Shahani with a 
message of sympathy and recon- 
ciliation. 

_ Mr. Ramos banned a Manila 
JuneralTor Mr. Marcos, citing toe 
danger that fads- return to- -the 
capital Could incite trouble be- 
tween loyalists and anti-Marcos 
forces. 

• As the plane arrived from an 
overnight stop in Gnam, 
thousands of loyalists broke 


through security men and surged 
towards the runway. 

As they surrounded the plane, 
defying efforts of police to keep 
them back, Imelda Marcos broke 
into tears.. 

“Our sighs and sobsare endless 
because of your passing away... 
your love and care have ceased 
when your life we could not 
redeem,” a priestess chanted in 
funeral rites that covered the 
spectrum of Christian, Muslim 
and tribal beliefs. 

Marcos’ widow, wearing a tra- 
ditional black Philippine dress 
Eke her two daughters, stepped 
forward as 12 retired generals in 
full dress uniform carried the 
casket of the former president 
from the plane. 

Among the mourners were 
loyalists from the Alpha Omega 
cult which believe Marcos is a 
God. 

“Our God is Ferdinand Mar- 
cos, he is the highest father. The 
holy spiri t will announce today 
that he is the highest God,” said 
white-robbed Franctsca Salin- 
dong as she waited for her hero to 
arrive. 

Marcos is to be temporarily 
interred m a mausoleum in his 
hometown Batac Friday until Mr. 
Ramos allows a Manila funeral. 

If his remains stay in good 
c o n dit ions after three days of 
lying in state In die tropical beat, 
he will be put on display in a glass 
coffin. 

Family embalmer Frank 
Malabed said that with regular 
injections of preservatives, he 
could keep toe body preserved 
for up to 10 years at least. 


China, India sign troop- trimming pact 


PEKING (R) — China and India 
agreed Tuesday to cut troops 
along their long Himalayan fron- 
tier in a landmark pact aiming “to 
maintain peace and tranquillity” 
between two Asian giants that 
fought a border war in 1962. 

The pact was one of four signed 
in toe presence of Chinese Prime 
Minister Li Peng and his visiting 
Indian counterpart, P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao, diplomats from both 
countries said. 

“The two countries have 
agreed to undertake a series of 
confidence-building measures, in- 
cluding toe redaction of mSitaiy 
forces deployed along the India- 
Owna border,” a joint statement 
issued by toe Indian embassy 


texenag since the bitter 1962 
dash. 

The current frontier, known by 
its abbreviation LAC, is not rec- 
ognised by either side as a border 
jut has been the site of a military 
stand-off between Chinese and 
India troops for three decades. 


China also regards Lidia’s north- 
ern Sikkim state as disputed. 

India says Peking occupies ab- 
out 33,000 square kilometres in 
toe Aksai Chin region of toe 
northern Jammu and Kashmir 
state. 


“Pending a boundary settle- 
ment, India and China have 
agreed to respect and observe toe 
line of actual control (LAC),” it 
said. 

Both sides agreed to open a 
new border crossing between In- 
dia and Tibet, cooperate on en- 
vironmental protection and ex- 
change television and radio prog- 
ramming. 

The border pact which aims to 
reduce tensions is by far tbe most 
significant breakthrough but does 
not resolve tbe land dispute kept 


“This landmark agreement lays 
down the framework for main- 
taining peace and tranquility 
along the LAC, toe joint state- 
ment said. 

- “India and China have agreed 
to keep their mfiitaiy forces in 
areas along the (border) in con- 
formity with toe principle of 
‘mutual and equal security’,” it 
said. 

The statement said “tbe extent, 
depth and timing” of troop reduc- 
tions along tbe 4,056 kilometres 
border would be “worked out 
through mutual consultation.” 

Inchan opposition leaden have 
given Mr. Rao a rare unanimous 
mandate to resolve toe border 
dispute, but warned that they 
were wary about India being left 
vulnerable after troop reductions 
because of China’s swiftness at 
redeploying soldiers. 

China claims some 90,000 
square kilometres in India’s 
northeastern Arunachal Pradesh. 


Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wu Jianmin cited a 
“vety harmonious” atmosphere 
at toe morning summit and 
quoted Premier Li as saying 
“positive progress” was made in 
politics, economics and trade dar- 
ing talks that lasted 2 Vi hours. 

“Tbe Chinese side is satisfied 
and happy with these achieve- 
ments,” Mr. Wu said, adding that 
they would “surely instill new 
vitality into Sino-Indian rela- 
tions.” 

~ Mr- Wu quoted Mr. Rao as 
saying: “It can be said that now 
relations between India and Chi- 
na are mature” and that mino r 
differences had not been allowed 
to hinder improved ties. 

Mr. Wu said tbe Chinese lead- 
er made a strong trade push, 
lamenting that bilateral trade was 
only $340 million in 1992. 

“This is incommensurate with 
toe vast potential of trade rela- 
tions between the two countries,” 
Mr. Li told Mr. Rao. 


$184b war compensation sought from Japan 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Potential 
demands for compensation Japan 
faces from victims of Worid War 
II in the Asia-Pacific total 19.3 
trillion yen ($184 billion), the 
Maiwi rfii Shim hnn said Tuesday. 

The figure is mainly based on 
$180 biDh>a (18.5 trillion yen) 
that some members of the 
Chinese parliament have calcu- 
lated as damages for war mas- 
sacres and forced labour, tbe 
daily said. 


Many other victims from South 
Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philip- 
pines and Australia are consider- 
ing asking Japan to make up for 
their suffering. 

Some have already launched 
lawsuits in Tokyo, demanding 
that the government pay up to 15 
billion yen to victims including 
former sex slaves to Japanese 
soldiers and South Korean men 
who were conscripted into die 
Japanese army. 


Prime Minister Morihiro Hoso- 
kawa last month offered toe most 
Ear-reaching apology ever as a 
Japanese premier for the coun- 
try’s war atrocities when he came 
to power, speaking, a spate of 
demands for compensation. 

Meanwhile Dr. Ken Yuasa says 


he used healthy Chinese for prac- 
tice surgery during World War II, 
removed parts of their brains and 
even shot prisoners in order to 
demonstrate how' to remove bul- 
lets. 

As a Japanese army doctor, 
Yuasa tested tbe effectiveness of 
anesthetics on two healthy far- 
mers and practiced a 
tracheotomy. Hk colleagues cut 
their arms, legs and intestines 
into pieces and then stitched 
them' back together again; 

After the surgery practice, the' 
doctors killed their “patients,” 
strangling one with a belt when 
he survived toe injection of anes- 
thetic into a vein. Dr. Yuasa said. 

For decades after its surrender 
in 1945, Japan insisted there was 
no proof its military bad con- 
ducted biological experiments, 
enslaved foreign women in 
brothels and made forced labour- 
ers of Chinese and Koreans. 

In recent years, however, wit- 
nesses and participants have 
come forward in growing num- 
bers. Their testimony and 
documentary evidence are 
embarrassing Japan into retract- 
ing denials about its atrocities 
during' toe war. 

Like Dr. Yuasa, 76, most are 
goaded by conscience and con- 


cern that toe true history of the 
war might die with its survivors. 

Dr. Yuasa, interviewed at his 
Tokyo dime, said his group killed 
14 Q iinesc after using them for 
surgical practice and experiments 
at a military hospital in Rhsmrt 
province, centra] China, between 
February 1942 and August 1945. 

He and his colleagues also shot 
four prisoners in the stomach so 
they could remove .toe bullets, 
and extracted brain matter to 
provide samples to Japanese 
pharmaceutical comp anies . Dr. 
Yuasa said. 


Hundres of other militar y doc- 
tors mid nurses conducted similar 
experiments in Shanxi provin c e 
alone, he said. 

The latest disclosures about 
amxaties began in 1991, with toe 
discovery by a Japanese historian 
of military documents showing 
the wartime imperial army forced 

Korean women to serve as sexual 

slaves for frontline sokfiers. 


The exposures' forced the gov- 
2*“* fo reverse longstanding 
was not involved in toe 
brothels. In August, it released a 
jeport on how women were 
forced and tricked into becoming 
sex slaves, and issued an official 
apology. 


Britain says 
6-year-old beef 
is safe 




LONDON (R) — Britain bat 
refused to withdraw six-year-old 
beef, released .from European - 
Community stocks, from sale to 
toe pubfic. Food Minister Nieobn 
Soames said toe beef was noif 
dangerous and it was hnpowtofe 
for Samara to contact "mad cow” 



, .. from the 

__ !pobSccan have every 

confidence in toe really important 
thing ...this is high quality meat, 
stored under the strictest Euro- 
pean and g ove rnm ent controls,” 
he said. News of toe aged meat 
caused a furore in Britain when; 
newspapers and consumer groups 
demanded assurances that the 
beef, unsold since 1967, was safe. 
Mr. Soames added that butchers 
should warn co nsume r s not to 
l efie cze the meat but said there 
was no reason why it should be 
labelled as being six years ohL In 
Brassies, toe European Commis- ▼ 
sion said there were no restric- 
tions on the use of tbe mat. “It’s 
usually destined for further pro- 
cessing or export,” a spokesman 
for the European Co mm unity’s 
executive said 
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Ostrich drops in 
forbreakastand 
gets eaten 


■ a* 


NAIROBI (R) — An ostrich 
gatecrashed breakfast at a bush 
cafe in eastern Kenya, sending 
diners fleeing. “Later, local resi- 
dents killed it and distributed its 
meat among themselves,” the 
daily Nation said in a report from 
Makuem. 


Britons seek sex 
help from UJ5. 
therapist 


LONDON (R) — U.S. sex ther- 
apist Dr. Ruth Westhenner said 
toe was besieged by Britons seek- 
ing sex advice and could have 
helped to save tbe marriage of 
Prince Charles and his estranged 
wife Princess Diana. Hie dnmno- 
tive sex guru and tdeviaon star 
who was sp o tt ed while tourmg 
Bodringham Palace Sunday said 
she could have given the royal 
couple who separated last year 
some advice. “If they had come 
to me for counselling I would 
have been able to help,” toe said. 
“People should ask for advice 
before things reach boiling 
point.” Tourists at the palace 
bombarded the 65-ycar-old 
German-born sex expert with 
questions about their sexual 
problems. “I bad always becut 
told British people were reserved ^ 
but I didn’t find this at all,” she 
said. “The only difference was 
they were more polite. An Amer- 
ican would come to me and say T 
can’t get an orgasm’, a British 
person would ask for my auto- 
graph first.” 


-.ill* 


Woman jailed for 
playing music 
too loudly 


LONDON (R) — A British 
woman was sentenced to a week 
in jail Monday for harassing her 
neighbours by playing her 
favourite pop record too loudly. 
Helen Stephens, 20, of Cleveland 
in northern England denied the 
toarge and collapsed in tears I" 
when the country court passed 
tbe sentence. The court was told 
that Ms. Stephens repeatedly 
played the Whitney Houston 
song I Will Always Love You so 
loudly that it penetrated a double 
brick wall, insulation and several 
wardrobes and shook her neigh- 
bour’s floorboards. 


Owner hot under 
collar after dead 
parrot defrosts 


LONDON (R) — A Briton is 
c hurning compensation after Pol- 
ly th e parrot, laid to rest in a 
fregze r to await the taxidermist, 

defrosted during a power cut. Car 
dealer Bob Jones placed PoBy 
among the fish fingers as be 
wanted to preserve ms precious 
pet for posterity, the Sun news- 
paper reported Tuesday. “Then I 
came home and found we had no 
electricity,” Jones told tbe Sun. 
“it was a nafiy tot dty aad there was 
a horrible smefl. I realised it was 
Polly.” Workmen had s ev e red 
electricity cables near Jones’ 
home in Berkshire, sout hern En- 
gland- Now be is daimixg £ 1,000 

($1,500) on Ins household insur- 
ance for Ptifly, who was killed in a 
fight with toe family’s Alsatian 
dog. 


British lead the 

field in thinking 
German beer 


WIESBADEN, 


toe 


most German beer outside Ge*- 

many last year, wed of 

toeir nearest rivals, the im 
toe National Statistical Office 
pHomm ccd here Tuesday . Britain 
imported 139.1 million litres of 
German beer, worth 165.9 mfl- 
hpn marks ($104 mfl&on). Italy's 
ware was 102.4 mUfios litres, 
roth 153.6 mBitnw fot- 

wd by 10L3 naffion tores to 
me United States £157.7 
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1993Women’s Basketball Championship U-S- Open 

Jazireh humiliate Ahli 76-20 Sukova ousts Navratilova; Chang advances 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A) Jazireh’s women's learn 
Honda^ scored a sm-prising 76-20 win over the 
Ktagdoffl’s ttconi^bced A1 AMI on the 
day of the 1993 Women’s Basketball Cham- 
Ptowhfr- Hie Cnt half ended 39-13. 

In another nnteh^ tfefehoiders At Orthodan 


easily defeated newcomers Abo Nunr 78-15, the 
first half ending 40-11. 

' The teams next pby on Sept. 14 with A1 
Orthodoxi dashing with A1 Jazireh and' A1 Ahfl 
-meeting Aim Nnafr. 



Danes take their own food for Albania tie 

COPENHAGEN (R) — Denmark’s national 
team took off Tuesday for a vital World Cop 
soccer qualifier against 'Albania with a secret 
, weapon stowed away in- the cargo compartment 
— 1,100 kilos of Danish food “The food 
packages contain meat, fish and salad among 
other things. We’ve brought all the food for all 
the meals, even the cake for our evening coffee,” 
soccer federation spokesman Lars Berendt said. 
Danish coach Richard Moeller Nielsen said: 
"The food of the sooth bolds, different bacteria 
fiom Danish food ... we're not taking ay risks. 
The situation awaiting us is like night and day. 

■ compared with what we are used to.” Denmark, 
who need a win against bottom-placed Albania to 
.stay on course for a place in the 1994 finals, fear 

K ’tive conditions in the country and coach 
ler Nielsen decided to prepare at home and 
leave for Tirana as late as possible. 

Rainey may be paralysed 

CESENA, Italy (R) — World SOOcc motorcycle 
champion Wayne Rainey may. be left paralysed 
following his crash in the Italian Grand Prix, one 
.of his doctors said Tuesday. “The risk exists that 
he may be paralysed for fife, although it is still 
too eary to say,” Dr. Sandro Bucri at the Bufafini 
Hospital in Cesena told Reuters. “The damage 
be suffered is undoubtedly very severe,” Bucd 
said. He added that the 32-year-old Californian 
was breathing better, had passed a quiet night 
and was conscious. Rainey, seeking his fourth 
straight world title, slid off tbe Santamonica 
'Circuit after leading for the first third of the race 
in dry, sonny conditions. He landed heavily on 
graveL His condition was critical, with injuries to 
tile back and chest and suspected fractures of one 
or more vertebrae. Rainey later underwent a 
minor operation to drain blood from his lungs. . 
Sunday’s accident means the world crown will go 
to another American; Suzuki rider ketrin 
. Schwantz. 

Goalkeeper dies on eve of match 

• BUDAPEST (R) — Hungary’s popular goal- 
keeper Gabor Zsi boras died in a hospital Tues- 
day, lending a sombre backdrop to his country’s 
World Cup soccer- qualifier- -against Russia 
Wednesday. Zsiboras, 35; had been* in a coma 
since last Wednesday when hg. coliajpsed vyith a 


brain dot before a practice match involving tbe 
national team. He never regained consciousness. 
Zsiboras played 361 league matches in Hungary 
for Ferencvaros and MTK and was capped four 
times for .his country. Raba Eto goalkeeper 
Zoltan Vegh is expected to step in for him in 
Wednesday’s match. 

Holland banned for St Leger 

LONDON (AFP) — Promising jockey DariyH 
Holland was ruled out of Saturday’s English St. 
Leger when he was banned for eight days and 
fined £200 Monday. The suspension, which 
begins Thursday, was imposed fin- Whip offences 
August 27 and 28, while the fine was for leaving 
the racecourse before the all-dear signal had 
.been given. The former British champion 
apprentice, who was cleared of a third offence on 
August 31, has now been banned for misuse of 
the whip at least seven times. Holland has 
adopted an American style of riding used by Cash 
Asmnssen, crouching low down in the saddle. 
But new regulations introduced on July 5 outlaw- 
ing the use of the whip above shoulder height 
have resulted in him becoming a more frequent- 
offender and be was the first to be found gouty of 
breaking the new guidelines. 

Quintero out until next year 

BRUSSELS (R) — World eight jump champion 
lopamnet Quintero of Cuba will be sidelined for 
at 1 least half a year after her adnlles tendon 
snapped during last Friday’s Brussels Grand Prix 
athletics meeting. “She’ll be in plaster for at least 
two months and won’t be able to run properly for 
six months,” Renno Roelaudt, chief doctor of the 
Belgian Athletics Federation, told Renters Mon- 
day. Quintero, 22, underwent surgery in Brus- 
sels’ Erasmus Hospital Saturday after the tendon- 
was tom during an attempt to dear 1.95 metres at 
the meeting Friday evening. 

France seek to emu re place In Wbrid Cu p finals 

HELSINKI (R) — France wOl not underestimate 


where a French victory will virtually ensure a 
place in the 1994 finals. France and Sweden ech 
nave 11 points after seven games, two ahead of 
third-place Bulgaria. Finland, with only three 
points after seven games, are priming their hopes 
on a lightly reshuffled team after the 3-0 defeat 
against Austria last month. 


Kt Athletes revive death warning over l&omone 
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LONDON (AFP) — Athletes 
were warned Monday that they 
are putting their fives at risk by 
injecting growth hormone. . 

Vienna University Professor 
Herwig Freiscb told the Today 
newspaper that some of tbe hor- 
mone. which is extracted in Rus- 
sia from corpses' pituitary glands, 
is contaminated noth imparities 
finked with the deadly brain ill- 
ness, Creutzfeld- Jakob Disease. 

Professor Frisch pointed out 
that CJD, which can lay dormant 
in the body for up to 20 years, is 
so powerful that one infected 
gland among 30,000 will con- 
taminate the whole lot. 

“The athletes are Tunning a 
terrible risk,” said the professor, 
who uncovered the link with CID 
daring a study of athletes’ muscle 
strength with co-researcher Ro- 


man 'Deyossig and has inter-, 
viewed “dozens” of athletes ab- 
out it. 

"The material they’re using is 
being drawn from corpses in Rus- 
sia and our tests in the laboratory 
show it to tie extremely impure. 

“One injection contaminated 
with CJD would be enough for 
tbe disease to make its appear- 
ance in the body of tbe athlete 
wi thin the next 15 to 20 years, 
possibly sooner,” he told Today. 

“We found it difficult to per- 
suade tbe athletes to take us 
seriously, as some we spoke to 
thought we were just trying to 
scare them. 

“It’s something that needs to 
be investigated by sports author- 
ities without farther delay. 
Athletes most realise what it is 
they’re injecting themselves with. 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
«K1D6 
9 Void 
0 9 7 5 4. 
♦KQJ962 
WEST EAST 

* J743 *6 

S? K Q 10 5 V A J 9 8 4 

OK 10 6 0QJS2 

* 7 4 * 8 6 3 

SOUTH 
• AQ8S2 
<?7fi32 
O' A 8 
* A 10 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

'1 * 'Pass 2 * ■ Pass . 

2 $ Pam 2 * Pam ■ 

' 4 4 Pass Pass Pam 

Opening lead: King of ^ 

' There are safely play® that de- 
pend only on distribution. Others 
-Are determined by a holding in the 
!key suit This hand illustrates the 
point. 

South did not like the. idea of 
. r frnnamg so weak a suit for a rebid. 
: hot there waa no attractive aherna- 
_twe. The spade suit was not good 
wmi gh to be bid again in this se- 
quence, and the prime values , made 


PREPARE FOR THE WORST 

Mith deals. - the holding unsmted to two no 
trump. The final contract was 
impeccable." 

- Declarer ruffed the king of hearts 

in dummy, ft* Irrng nf 

5 2 spades and continued with the ten. 

3T When East showed out on the sec- 

ond spade, the contract was beyond 
J 9 8 4 salvation; West ruffed the thud 

J S 2 round of chibs and declarer had to 

63 lose three tricks in the red suits, in 

to the .trump trick the d&- 
2 fenders had in the bank , • - 

Tbe feet that the North-South 
hmifa contained all ft* high 
trunks, except for tbe jack, makes a 
safety play feasible. After ruffing 
th East - the heart, declarer should lead the 
. Pam . ten of spades from dummy at trick 
Pam. two and run it! 
a Pam West can win and revert to 

; of <7 hearts, but declarer is in command, 

taya that da- The table ruffe with the king, de- 
atkrn. Others clarer comes to hand with the ace of 
iolding in the diamonds and draws trumps. Now 
illustrates the the dubs can be rim— making six- 
odd. 

i tire, idea of Switch the nine 'and seven of 
tit for a rebid. spades and the safety play won't 
ictiva aherna- work When the hoard ruffs the 

was not good heart continuation with the long, 

in in this se- .West’s nine ofqsades is promoted to 
s values, made a trick and the defense prevails. 


A single injection would be. 
enough to kill them 20 years from 
now.” 

Co-incidentally the Fourth 
permanent. World Conference 
oq Anti-Doping in Sport began 
Monday and tbe princess royal 
warned in her opening speech 
that drug abase m sport would 
never die. 

“There wifi always be some 
who think they can break tbe 
rales and get away with it,” the 
British Olympic Association pres- 
ident told 200 delegates from 60 
countries. 

' “But there is no pride in win- 
ning medals or titles by cheating 
ana not through natural ability. 

“Using drags is the very antith- 
esis of fur play and because it is 
hidden, it is that much more 
pernicious. 

“Athletes, particularly young 
athletes, need support from offi- 
cials, coaches, doctors and even 
parents to withstand these press- 
ures. I hope this conference can 
supply that assurance.” 

China’s gold medals at the 
World Championships in Stutt- 
gart were not fuelled by drags, 
professor Weng Quingzhang, a 
member of their Olympic anti- 
doping committee, told the con- 
ference. 

Western coaches at last 
month’s championships were 
amazed at the improvement in 
the times of tbe Chinese women 
who struck gold in tbe 1500, 3,000 
and 10,000 metres and hinted that 
they must have taken illegal sub- 
stances. 

But professor Wefig stressed 
that China adhered to Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee and 
InternatkmaL Amateur Athletic 
Federation regulations. 


NEW TORK (AFP) — Four- 
time champion Martina Navrati- 
lova tumbled out of the fourth 
round of the U.S. Open tennis 
championships Monday, while 
the men’s seeds advanced as ex- 
pected to the quarter-finals. 

Czech 12th seed Helena Soko- 
va ousted Navratilova 7-5, 64, 
posting only her fifth win against 
the Czech-born American in 30 
meetings. 

^fean while the men’s quarter- 
finals fell pat, with second-seeded 
Pete Sampras and number seven 
Michael Chang with straight set 
wins. 

Sampras beat uttseeded Swede 
Thomas Enqvist 64, 64, 7-6 
(7/4), while Chang defeated 
Wayne Ferreira 64, 6-3, 64. 

Russian Alexander Volkov, 
the 14th seed, moved ahead with 
a 6-2, 7-6 (7/2V 6-1 win over 1 
American Chuck Adams. 

While three of the men’s sing- 
les favourites are American, 
Sampras, Chang and world num- 
ber one Jhn Courier, Navratilo- 
va’s exit means there are no 
women left to cany the U.S. flag. 

“There wasn't any lock for me 
today,” Navratilova said. “She 
made the shots she should have 
made. I ma<fe some of the shots I 
should make, but not others.” 

She said Sokova’s serve-and- 
voUey style always gave her trou- 
ble. 

“If yu’re a little bit off against a 
baseliner, yon can work your way 
through the point. With her,' 
there are no rallies,” Navratilova 
said. 

She also said her own shots 
were slightly off. 

“Balls just weren’t faffing," she 
said. “I felt like I was playing 
golf. They were just not going in 
by inches.” 

Navratilova said she knew by 
3-3 in tbe first set that she was in 
trouble. 


and didn't break once. I should 
have been up 4-2 at worst, maybe 

5- 1.” 

Sokova said consistency gave 
her the victory. 

“She felt a lot of pressure on 
her own serve because I was able 
to return her first and second 
serve,” she said. “I think that is 
tough for her to do — deal with 
that return the whole match.” 

In. tbe quarters, Sokova will 
-meet-.imBeeded Bulgarian Kater- . 
ma Mtieevfc’, Who beat her 7 10th- 
seeded younger sister Magdalena 

6- 2, 6-3. 

Second-seeded Spaniard 
Arantxa Sanchez Vkario and un- 
seeded Natalia Zvereva com- 
pleted the women’s quarter-final 
roster. 

Sanchez Vicario beat 14th- 
seeded Frenchwoman Nathalie 
Tanaat 64, 6-3, and Zvereva' 
defeated late entry Maria Jose 
Gaidano of Argentina 64), 6-2.. 

Tbe very first men’s quarter- 
final match-up, Sampras-fchang, 
is intriguing, since they have been 
playing each other since they 
were children. 

Change burst onto the interna- 
tional scene first, with a victory in 
tbe 1989 French Open when he 
was 17. 

Sampras won foe U.S. Open 
the following year, becoming the 
youngest to daim the title. 

This year Sampras added the 
Wimbledon title to Ins cache, and 
briefly claimed the world number 
one ranking. 

Hie said be felt a little sluggish 







In the most beautiful 
areas of western Am- 
man — furnished and 
unfurnished — flats 
and villas. 

Abu Sharar Centre 
for International 
Services. 

Tel.: 646914 


FOR RENT 

A furnished apartment with. 2 bedrooms, a 
dining room, a living room, 2 bathrooms, a 
.garden, an independent entrance, a telephone, 
•air condition, and central heating. 

For more Info, call 674935/770663 



Natalia Zvereva 

Ferreira saved one match point 
with a fierce return, .but Chang 
converted the next match point 
with a volley that Ferreira could 
barely reach. 

Chang said the victory was 
harder than it looked. 

“I was very hicky in the first 
couple of sets, because Wayne 
had quite a few break points and 
didn't convert any of them,” he 
said. 

Chang also thought Ferreira 
was feeling the effects of three 
five-set matches in the first three 
rounds. 

After that, Chang said, “It’s 
tough to find something to draw 
your adrenalin from.” 

Austrian Thomas Muster, the 
12th sed, readied the U.S. Open 
quarter-finals for tbe first time in 
five appearances with -a 6-2, 7-5, 
6-7 (5/7), 6-2 vieforfy over Ctn- ~ 
seeded American-Brad Gilbert.* 1 * • 

It was Muster’s second Grand 
Slam win over Gilbert this year, 
after a third-round vlcotiy at tbe 
French Open. 

Gilbert, 32, looked weary as 
the nigfat match drew to a dose, 
bat Master was full of energy. 

“Once you’re. op two sets to 
love, it keeps yon going,” he said. 


NEED A TUTOR?? 

Tutor is available to teach various subjects to all 
school grades. 

Call 816222, after 2:00 p.m. 


FOR SALE 

Volvo, 740 GLE, 1988 model, in excellent condition, duty 
unpaid. Full options. Stick shift 

For more information, please caU teL 679490, 
P.S: Car has a warning system 


FURNISHED SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT . 

☆ Located at Wadi Saqra - nearby the Palestinian Embassy, 
ft Consists of: 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, L-shaped 
salon. 

Separate central heating, telephone. 

Call from 990 am. - 690 pm - TeL: 971749. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, three salons, three 
bathrooms, super deluxe furniture, ground floor. 
Location: Sweifieh. 

Tel.: 698720 


, FOR RENT 

A fully furnished, 3-bedroom/2 storey villa, with 
nice landscaped garden, off Mecca Road, 
behind Bahrain Embassy. 

Interested, please call No. (827910) 
Eng. Mazen 


Magdafcaa with a victory she nrid 
“doesn't mean snythteg to me.” 
The 21-year-oid, the only ooeof 
the three Maleeva staters ant 
seeded in the Opea, recorded 
a 6-2, *3 viefary that pat her to 


Sokova. 

“Obviously It ww very dSflcak 
for both of as to play against each 
other, aadl guess it is ififficalt for 
the people to wndrtafd that 
bec a a se they think that there Is 
m o n e y . .feffSwl, .and .they- jast 
cannot snideratand what we mean 
to each ether,” saM Katerina, 
now 4-9 against Maggie. 

“There is no sftlteg rivalry 
between as,” Maggie added. 
“Yoai have to nderstaud tent „„ 
maybe I wfafa I had wen and 
played the q ua rterfinals on centre 
court. Bat I am equity happy 
Chet my staler Is going to be 
there.” 


The Attn bogged each other 
on cowt before tbe match. After- 
ward, they hogged again, and 
talked about haw tough ft b to 
forget for a couple hours that it's 
your stater on die other side of the 
ad. 

“We Jast. try to be enemies oa 
the court,” arid Maggie, the No. 
IQeeed. “Bat otherwise, every- 
thing is mud.” 

The oldest stater, No. II Manu- 
els M afe eva- ftag u l ere, plays fora 
qua s t e r fi na l spot against Kimiko 
Bute. Since they are in opposite 
halves at tbe draw, tbe only way 
[there could be another Maleeva- 
Mal e c va this year is If 

play for the efcampfa—Mp- 
Last year, Manuels beat Mag- 
gie In the q uarte rfi n als. 

ft Star search: It's not quiet the 
royal has at Wimbledon, but the 
praddeut's bon at the National 
.Trank Centre has its own cachet. 
PoUtldans, actors and other 
rrfrliritlri go there to be sera. 

The designated Mol Monday 
was a feiggfa: Movie star Tom 
Gratae, who was accompanied by 
Ms wile, actress Nicole Kidman. 

Other cel ebs on the ground for 
Labour Day Included former bas- 
ketbafl peat WHt Chamberlain. 

ft Old ball boys: Mike Cabezon is 
an emergency room doctor in 
FhBaddpMa. Vince Casafe Is a 
Com p uter p rog ram mer at a Mas- 
hattaa I n vest m ent Bank. And 
Pom SragHonr b a financial con- 


Muster will meet Volkov in the 
quarter-finals. 

U.S. OPEN NOTEBOOK 

ft It started with a tag, and 
ended with a hag, la between, 
Katerina Maleeva maintained her 


For two weeks each summer, 
thdr paths converge at the sms 
baked courts at tbe National Ten- 
■b Centre. 

But they do not come to sit and 
watch. No afternoons sipping 
d— PRK or nwnwhifg on brie- 
ra croissant sandwiches for these 


No. They are bafiboys. 

To most tenab fens, baQboys 
re Ihoae cate ifttle kids scamper- 


ing furiously across the court, 
charing down that errant baft, 
then standing stiffly at attention 
like junior military recruits. Bit: 
look closely at the open, and yen'll 
see that some Of these “kids” are 
actually grown men — or women 
in their 20s, 30s or even older. 

h there any logical reason why 
a young banker, lawyer or debtor 
would devote hard-earned vaca- 
tion time to foflowidg a young drat 
around the court, coltacting his 
sweaty towds? AH for the princely 
sum of $145 an hour? 

Sure. 

“It’s the best seat in the 
house,” Cabezon, 30, said. 

“Best place to be,” Cabae, afro 
30, said. 

“Absolutely,” Scaglione, 24, 
agreed. 

Cabezon, a doctor at Presbyte- 
rian Medical Centre in Phi- 
ladelphia, has been doing baUboy 
duty at die Open for eight years. 
He did it aU through medical 
school, scheduling Us eroding 
rotations around tbe Open. 

“I*U do ft until 1 can’t ran 
anymore,” be said. 

This year, there are about 170 
badboys and 50-60 baUgtrls, and 
at least half are over 18. Las: 
year, there was a 52-year-otd ba&- 
boy. 

The older ones are needed, taps 
said, because of strict U.S. labour 
laws. For instance, anyone 15 or 
younger most stop working by 7 
pan. But the Open has night 
«nn<i4ipc that often stretch Into the 
early morning. 

For Carolyn Hein, a safes rep- 
resentative at Chase Manhattan 
Bank, being a baUgiri is a labour 
df lore In more ways than one. 
Her husband, Jim McGee, also is 
abaHboy. The couple got married 
Aug. 11, took a quick honeymoon 
in Jamaica, and got back in time 
for the Open. 

“It’s great,” Hein, 25; 'said. 
“You’re right in the middle of the 
game. Right next to the players.” 

■sag " 


~ CUT ^ 

THIS SLIP AND KEEP AT HOME 

For repair and maintenance at 

- FuU automatic washing machines, 

- Dish washers, 

| -Fridges and freezers, > • 

{ - Central heating, 

! Pfaasa call: -Yenayan and Nassar for Maintenance, 
Eng. George. Tel.: Office: 683796, resd.: 845930 N 


D.I.G. 

ITALIAN LADIES OF AMMAN 

Invites you to enjoy the demonstration of ' 
."IKEBANA" 

by Mrs. Kabariti at the Philadelphia 
International Hotel on Sept. 8th at 5:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

Of an area of 240 square metres. Consists of 4 bedrooms (including one 
master), L-shaped spacious salon, 3 bathrooms, central heating, 
independent garage, a garden of 300 square metres. With telephone. 
Location: Gardens Street beside Doctors Housing Estate. 

TeL: 685896 - 687266 


OFFICES FOR RENT 

Location 7th Circle, Commercial Centre. Easy 
access to airport 

For details call 814059 


Used German-made Freezers and Refrigerators 
For Sale . 

Available for sale are used. German-made, freezers and 
refrigerators (Imported and directly from Germany), of different 
sizes ranging from 6 feet to 16 feet 

If interested, please call tel. 628101 
from 10:00 a.m. 8:30 p.m. 


NEW FURNISHED APARTMENT 

One bedroom, one salon, kitchen, bathroom, garage 
(alone), with central heating. 

Call tel. No. 830880 
from 9:06- 14:00 & 4:00 - 20:00 


FOR RENT 

Furnished Apartments In Shmeisa^ 

• Three bedrooms, living, reception, dining rooms, two 

bathrooms, kitchen and balconies. ~ . 

• Two bedrooms, living-dining room, kitchen and bath, 
large terraces. 

Annual rent. Independent central heating and telephones. 
Location: Shmeisani near Darotel. 

Tel.: 667862, 693443 
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CONCORD 1 

MY GIRL 

CONCORD 2 




Adri Imam 
in 


I Sayyed AI Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230. 330, &00, 830. ~ 


Robert Bedford 
Demi Moore - in 



presents a play entitled: 

AI llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajei. 
Hassan AI Shaer, Fuad Shomaii 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold aH day 


Nabil & Hlsfiarifs ™-'- 625155 

AMLAN THEATRE 


Returns to you Thursday Aug. | 
26 in the play: 

Arab Summit' 





















d News 

Return of exiles 
starts tomorrow 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, SK^fEMBE&l, M93 


Combined agency despatches 

TEL AVIV — Almost half the 
400 Palestinians expelled to 
South Lebanon by Israel last year 
will start to return Thursday, 
Israeli Health Minister Chaim 
Ramon said Tuesday. 

“The return of the deportees 
will begin at the end of the week, 
or to oe precise, on Thursday,” 
Mr. Ramon said in a press confer- 
ence in Occupied Jerusalem. 

Israel will bring back 189 of the 
men this week and the remainder 
of the 396 by the end of the year. 

Earlier, the expellees’ spokes- 
man, Abdul Aziz Rantisi of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), said he bad been in- 
formed by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) in Israel that he would 
receive a list of the 189 names 
Wednesday. 

They would be repatriated 
starting the next day, after nine 
months at their Marj A1 Zobour 
camp in South Lebanon, he said. 

Mr. Ramon said the return 
“will have no effect on the peace 
proccsSi 

“Most of them already had 
permission to return in February 
but refused to do so,” be said, 
referring to an initial vow by the- 
exiles that they would return 
together or not at all. 

“A large proportion (of the 
returnees) will go to prison be- 
cause they are strongly suspected 
; of taking put in terrorist activi- 
ties,” he said. 

• The remaining exiles will be 
..allowed back in December. 

' Security sources said Israeli 
■soldiers set up four large tents to 
receive the returnees at the Zem- 
1 raya checkpoint three kilometres 
- south of the exiles’ camp. 

: The troops cleaned up rooms in 


buildings at the crossing, closed 
since December, and cleared 
bushes from the road. 

Nineteen exiles — out of the 
415 banished by Israel last De- 
cember — were evacuated by 
helicopter to Israel organised by . 
the ICRC. 

Dr. Omar Farwana, head of 
their medical team, said Israel 
refused to allow the ICRC to 
superrise the new group to re- 
turn. He said the exiles did not 
know who was supposed to give 
them the list of names. 

“Israel refused to allow the 
Red Cross to be the link ... and 
refused to allow returning depor- 
tees be transported by the Red 
Cross regardless of whether they 
were side or not,” he added. 

The exiles say they were forced 
to agree to an Israeli offer to take 
them back in stages because 
many had fallen ill and their stay 
in Lebanon bad failed to stop 
Middle East peace talks. 

Most of the 396 exiles belong to 
Hamas. The minority are mem- 
bers of the Islamic Jihad Move- 
ment in Palestine. 

Israel expelled them Dec. 17 in 
retaliation for the slaying of six 
Israeli troopers in the occupied 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
late last year. 

Their return begins as Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) are on the 
verge of mutual recognition and 
signing a historic deal for Palesti- 
nian autonomy starting in the 
Gaza Strip, a Hamas hotbed, and 
the West Bank city of Jericho. 

Both Hamas and the Islamic 
Jihad are fierce opponents of the 
Middle East peace process. 

Dr. Rantisi urged the seven 
men from Jericho among the 
exiles not to resort to violence 
after their repatriation. 


rMubarak refuses to commit 
hims elf to pay visit to Israel 


.CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni 
Mubarak, who has said he will go 
-Ip Israel, only after significant 
.progress is made towards Middle 
East peace, refused Tuesday to 
commit himself to a visit. 

- Mr. Mubarak has met with 
senior Israeli officials both in 
Egypt and abroad bat has never 
been to Israel in 12 years as 
president. 

His predecessor, Anwar Sadat, 
paved the way for peace with a 
t rip to occupied Jerusalem in 
1977 that culminated two yean 
later in the first and only peace 
treaty between an Arab state and 

For years, Israel has criticised 
the “cold peace” with Egypt and 
Cairo's unwillingness to allow 
' normal friendly relations between 
them. So with a historic 
Palestinian-Israeli peace accord 
about to be signed, Mr. Mubarak 
was asked when he will visit the 
Jewish state. 

“Tins issue needs no comment. 
There is peace between ns and 
Israel. When the time comes, we 
will visit Israel,” Mr. Mubarak 
said'at a joint press conference ' 
with Yasser Arafat, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
chairman. 

The last Arab-Israeli summit 
was in July 1992, when Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin came to 
see Mr. Mubarak in the Suez 
Canal city of Ismailia: It was the 


first summit in six yean, since 
then-Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres came for a 1986 meeting in 
Alexandria on the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

Mr. Mubarak repeated at the 
Rabin summit what he had said 
periodically since 1966: That he 
would not visit Israel unless his 
trip would contribute to signifi- i 
cant progress in solving the Arab- j 
Israeli conflict. 

Mr. Arafat indicated Tuesday 
that the first idea of the “Gaza- 
Jericho first” accord, now waiting 
to be signed, was bom at last 
year’s meeting. 

"The idea to link Gaza with 
Jericho was discussed for the first 
time in Ismaiha,” be told Egyp- 
tian editors. His comments were 
distributed by the Middle East 
News Agency. 

"The Israelis were talking ab- 
out getting rid of Gaza,” Mr. 
Arafat said. "I asked President 
Mubarak to intervene and have 
them withdraw from Gaza, and 
Jericho together, so that the 
Palestinian lands are not di- 
vided.” 

Mr. Arafat flew in Monday 
from Damascus, where be re- 
ceived no better than a lukewarm 
welcome to the peace agreement 
from President Hafez A1 Assad. 

Government sources in Cairo 
said Mr. Mubarak is expecting a 
visit from Mr. Assad soon to 
discuss the proposal. ' 
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Ur**u police Mhticf— • Mnrii* Rhahni ri ght) settlers in Jericho and he was the first Israeli 

tfgnifa on the Hf ugcein bridge over the Jordan to visit Jericho since the autonomy plan 

river. Mr. Rh«i»*t also visited Israeli police and for Palestinians were published. (AFP photo) 

PLO official rejects Israeli claim 

it would retain control of bridges 

Accord stipulates joint checkpoints under 
the supervision of an international force 


By P. V. VJvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Repoter 


AMMAN — A senior Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official Tuesday re- 
jected Israeli assertions that 
the Jewish state would con- 
tinue to exercise sole control 
over the bridges across the 
River Jordan under the 
Israefi-Palestinian autonomy 
accord. 

"Under the autonomy 
deal, an international force 
would be deployed to super- 
vise joint Palestinian-Israeli- 
Jordaman control of the King 
Hussein and Prince Moham- 
mad bridges,” said the offi- 
cial. 

“This is one of the many 
points in the agreement and 
we have Israeli concurrence 
on that,” added the official, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

“There arc going to be 
joint committees which will 
handle various aspects of the 


agreement. Israeli officials 
are catering to their consti- 
tuents by sending messages of 
limited Palestinian control in 
various fields under the 
accord,” said the official. 

The official was comment- 
ing on a statement by Israeli 
Police Minister Moshe Shah- 
al that the Israeli occupation 
authorities would not relin- 
quish control of the bridges 
during the five-year Palesti- 
nian autonomy period. 

“The bridges will be under 
the control of the Israeli de- 
fence forces,” Mr. Shahal 
was quoted as saying. “There 
is no doubt about it.” 

Jordanian officials declined 
comment on the issue, with 
some of them saying they 
were not aware of the fine 
points of the agreement. 

The PLO official said a 
“token” U.N. force would be 
deployed in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 


Jericho immediately after the 
expected Israeli withdrawal 
(or redeployment as the 
Israelis call it) from the two 
areas. 

“This force mil be re- 
sponsible for matters related 
to joint Israeli- Arab control 
wherever applicable in the 
autonomous area,” said the 
official. “These include the 
entry and exit points, where 
the force would supervise 
joint control of security in- 
spections.” 

According to the official, it 
is envisaged that “joint con- 
trol checkpoints” will be set 
up at the crossing points and 
“Israel will not have a veto 
over who could come and 
who could go ouL” 

The “joint control check- 
points” will involve Egypt, 
Israel and the Palestinians in 
the Gaza Strip and Jordan, 
Israel and the Palestinians in 
Jericho, the official said. 

The official also said a cor- 
ridor would be set up be- 
tween Jericho and the Gaza 
Strip. In addition, the Palesti- 
nian self-rale authority will 
also upgrade a military air- 
strip in Jericho to an airport. 

Control of the bridges is a 
key issue in what Jordanian 
officials have described in the 
kingdom’s security concerns 
that the so-called Gaza- 
Jericho first plan could lead 
to an Israeli-engineered 
Palestinian influx to the East 
Bank. 

The scenario, according to 
this line of thinking, involves 
the possibility of Israel ex- 
pelling whoever it sees as 
“undesirable” to Jericho 
from other parts of the occu- 
pied West Bank. These peo- 


ple would her compelled to 
cross to the East Bank be- 
cause of limited living condi- 


tions in Jericho. 

“Once they cross to the 
East Bank, it is easy for Israel 
to deny them reentry to the 
West Bank if it (the Jewish 
state) is m sole control of toe 
bridges,” a senior official 
noted last week. 

What does that mean ex- 
cept a de facto expulsion of 
Palestinians to the East 
Bank?” 

But Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam A1 MajaK said last 
week that the Israel-PLO 
accord “would not hurt Jor- 
dan.” 

“On the contrary, it will 
provide an opportunity for 
Palestinian refugees since 
1967” to return to their 
homeland, be said in an in- 
teriew. 

“We will not hesitate to 
dose the bridges (across the 
River Jordan) to prevent a 
Palestinian exodus into Jor- 
dan (should that ever hap- 
pen),” he said. 

These opinions and views 
were expressed before His 
Majesty King Hussein ex- 
tended unequivocal endorse- 
ment for toe Israel-PLO 
agreement, which be said 
went beyond all published 
accounts. 

The King, in a press con- 
ference where he wedomed 
the plan as toe beginning of a 
process which would hopeful- 
ly lead to a comprehensive 
settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, said Jordan did not 
have any plan to dose the 
bridges. 

Comments in the local 
press, based on the “security 
fears” of a Palestinian influx, 
die King said, were the re- 
flection of a free press in 
democratic Jordan and do 
not reflect government think- 
ing. 

There is “no plan to dose 
the bridges and I hope there 
will be no reason in the future 
to do so,” the King said. 


U.S. Rangers raid 
Aideed stronghold 


Combined agency dispatches 

MOGADISHU — Two U.S. 
Army Rangers were slightly 
wounded Tuesday in a pre-dawn 
airborne assault on a suspected 
command and control centre of 
fugitive warlord , Mohammad 
Farah Aideed. 

About 50 of the elite soldiers 
stormed a dozen buddings within 
a walled compound the size of a 
dty block, engaging in several 
brief exchanges of- gunfire with 
armed Somali guards. 

Two Somalis escaped after 
being wounded and 17 others, 
were captured and detained for 
questioning, said Captain Urn 
McDavitt, a spokesman for toe' 
U.N.-ied multinational force in 
Somalia. 

The wounded soldiers were not 
identified, but Capt. McDavitt 
said one was treated and released 
from a military hospital and the 
other was expected tobe released 
later in toe day. 

Capt. McDavitt and other offi- 
cials would not say whether 
General Aideed was believed to 
be in the compound at the time of 
tins raid, but acknowledged that 
no high officials of toe warionTs 
faction were among the de- 
tainees. 

Troops have been trying to 
hunt (town Gen. Aideed since 
June, when his fighters killed 24 
Pakistani soldiers in an ambush. 
On Sunday, seven Nigerian sol- 
diers were killed in an ambush 
blamed on Gen. Aideed’s forces. , 

In Nigeria, toe government on 
Tuesday rejected calls from hu- 
man rights groups to withdraw its 
troops from the U.N. contingent. 

“It is part of toe sacrifice that 
Nigeria has always made for the - 
peace of the world,” said military 

S olcesman Fred Shijuka, adding 
at four officers were leaving 
immediately for Somalia to in- 
vestigate the deaths. 

Tuesday’s raid underlined how 
a barefoot army of unruly Somali 


Arafat seeks to heal Gulf rift 

(Continued from page 1) accord, paving the way for crucial 

held up by problems including financial backing. 


(Continued from page 1) 
held up by problems including 
bow to get around articles in toe 
PLO Charter that call for an 
armed struggle against Israel. 

Recognition would be followed 
by die signing of an agreement 
for Palestinian self-rale in Gaza 
and Jericho. 

In an interview with toe Cairo 
daily A1 Ahram, Mr. Arafat was 
asked if he were ready to scrap 
toe offending clauses in the PLO 
Charter. 


“It’s not in my capacity. It’s in 
the capacity of the PNC (Pales- 
tine National Council),” he 


answered. 

Foreign ministers of the GCC 
on Monday at a meeting in ' 
Riyadh backed the autonomy 


The United States has prop- 
osed a S590-million fund for the 
Israeli-occupied territories, a 
marshal plan, in which tire GCC 
would pay $100 million. 

Muscat has always tried to play 
a neutral role in Arab disputes, 
notably when it maintained di- 
plomatic ties with Cairo after toe 
1979 Egypti an-Israeli peace trea- 
ty, when other Arab states se- 
vered relations. 

A Golf-based PLO envoy said 
Mr. Arafat was not expected to 
visit other GCC members after 
Oman but would brief Sultan 
Qaboos on the “Gaza- Jericho 
first” deal and ask him to mediate 
an end to toe current rift 


Delegates await Israel-PLO accord 


(Coutinaed from page I) - 

But signs have been growing in 
recent days that toe administra- 
tion was increasing its involve- 
ment in toe IsraeK-Paiestimau ’ 
track. One indication was Mr. 
Qinton’s offer to host the signing 
of toe agreement at the White 
House. 

Mr. Clinton also sent letters 
Friday to Arab leaders urging 
them to support the accord — 


and giving his personal commit- 
ment to toe breakthrough agree- 
ment. 

The president said he hoped it 
could 6e a catalyst for compre- 
hensive peace agreements by 
‘Syria, Jordan and Lebanon with 
Israel in 1993. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Faronk A1 Sharaa said Monday 
there had been “no progress” at 
toe peace talks beteen Israel and 
Syria. 


If you want a new telephone line, don’t wait for TCC to provide it 

Telephone corporation says supply cannot meet demand until $300m project is finished in 1997 


By Katfarine Rath 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Torino Flat. o. Tel, 
a JD2 milli on concern, was plan- 
ned to open in November 1992 in 
Sweifieh, but has not. 

A1 Ittihad fast growing Jorda- 
nian bank, has been unable to 
open its new branch in Wasfi Tal 
street, even though it has been 
ready to do that for several 
months now. 

The newly licensed daily, 
“Akher Kbabar” (the latest 
news), with officer near the Sport 
City Interchange, is roaring to get 
its firt editiion out, but cannot. 

- These three enterprises are all 
with essentially the same 
problem: The lack of telephone 
lines. They are just an example of 
many more concerns suffering 
from the shortage of telephone 
gfiwi in Amman. 

A const ruction project consist- 
ing of a hotel, restaurant and 
gnfelstore, Torino will cater for 
tourists and businessmen alike. 

. 'to* management wishes to pro- 

, vide the guests with a high-quality 

< service, including telecom- 
. mumcafion facilities. It estimated 
that 15 telephone lines would be 
nettled for a smooth operation of 
the establishment, the owner and 
managing director. Raja F. Hala- 


igo, Mr. Halazon told the Jordan In times of shortages like these, 

limes in a recent interview. But the TCC accords priorities to 


in accordance with the rales, ap- 
plication for telephone fines can 
only be submitted when construc- 
tion of the building is completed. 


certain establishments in accord- 
ance with toe telecommunica- 
tions act, Mr. Nawawi told the 
Jordan Times. The act comprises 


In November 1992, toe date 23 categories. Tourist complexes 
ori gin ally set for toe inauguration rank as number 15 on toe list 
of Torino, toe management sub- after the Royal Palace, different 
mitted its request for telephone government and local govern- 
fines to the TCC and was given a meat agencies. United Nations 
slot on the long list of applicants, offices, embassies, hospitals. 
According to the director schools and news agencies, 
general of toe TCC, Ahmad S. After submitting its written ap- 
Nawawi, there is currently 5,000 pficatkm, Torino, according to 
applicants in west Amman alone Mr. Halazon, “has never re- 
where the shortage of lines is ceived anything in writing bade 
hardest felt, and approxi mately from the TCC.’ It has been given 
160,000 in the whole country. several oral promises, though. 
In February/March 1993, the one of which was for an overhead 
Turino management, encouraged or open cable line as a temporary 
by the government’s declared solution, 
policy of promoting tourism and Such cables can be seen 
tourist-oriented projects, sent a stretched between buildings in 
letter to the Prime Ministry in- several places in Amman, but due 
forming it of the case and asking to problems related to repair and 



JD140 par fine. 

A Wadi Seer businessman paid 
JD500 for his telephone connec- 
tion after having waited for two 
years. “As far as I know, I am foe 
only one who has obtained a line 
here (during this period),” he 


for help concerning its problems maintenance, the use of open . B ™ •* 

of telecommimication, the owner cables has been restricted lately, ““ number of lines it 

said. Mr. Nawawi said. Consequently, a PPh®d for by the end of this 

The Prime Ministry forwarded Turino was back to square one. ... 

toe letter to the TCC with its own Wasfi Tal Street, which is bet- Although toetelecommunica- 

comments stating its objective of ter known as Gardens Street, a . ns . act . accords newspapers 

encouraging touristic projects in fastly-developing commercial* JP , tim ^ of shortage, 

Jordan and indicating that it centre, is hard hit by toe tele- which needs at 


Ahmad Nawawi 

yet been made available to it. The 
last promise made to the manage- 
ment, according to a spokesman 
for toe bank, is that it wQl be 
given half the number of lines it 
applied for by the end of this 
month. 

Although the telecommunica- 


V Contact with .the. Telecom- 
ArQnication Corporation (TCC) 
nos first made about two years 


would appreciate a solution to phone crisis, and many new 
Turino^s telephone crisis, establishments have suffered de- 
A1 though Mr. Halazon was hop- lays because of this, 
mg for at least an upgrading m A1 Ittihad Bank’s new branch 
the waiting list, nothing came out has been ready since last March, 
of toe Prime Ministry’s inteiven- but the opening has had to be 
don. be said. , postponed as no phone lines have 


least ten telephone lines to oper- 
ate, has been given only one, the 
publisher told toe Jordan Times. 

There is actually a way to get 
upgraded on the waiting list: If 
you are able and willing to pay 
three times the normal fee of 


According to Mr. Nawawi, 
numbers allocated to people on 
the priority list cannot in any case 
exceed 25 per cent of the avail- 
able lines. 

The Torino management has 
lately been given a promise for 
one line, Mr. Halazon told the 
Jordan Times that be “was so 
desperate” to secure telecom- 
munication facilities for his estab- 
lishment, and said he was “very 
thankful for the one line offered” 
even though it does not provide a 
satisfactory solution to his prob- 
lem. 

Mr. Halazon also said that the 
TCC has tried to be helpful at 
times but that it seems that toe 
corporation, like many other gov- 
ernment agencies, -is struggling 
with a heavy organisational struc- 
ture and is suffering from excees- 
sive “red tape” and, possibly, 
mismanagement. 

The telephone crisis in Amman 
is not a completely new phe- 
nomenon. According to Mr. 
Nawawi, there has been a shor- 
tage of phone line for the past' 
five years. The last expansion 
project undertaken by toe TCC 
was completed in 1985, Mr. 


' Nawawi said. Due to lade of 
funds, however, nothing has been 
done since then to deal with die 
increasing shortage. 

According to Mr. Nawawi, the 
TCCs annual revenues total 
JD115 million, with netproffts of 
around JD70 million, with tins, 
the TCC collects toe second 
largest revenue for the treasury 
after the Customs Department. 
But, like all government agen- 
cies, the TOC is controlled by the 
Ministry of Finance, and its fnnds 
are allocated in the state budget. 

The government recently 
agreed to finance a five-year 
programme which will provide 

Jordan with 250,000 new lines by 
1997. The project, the cost of' 
which is estimated at $300 mil- 
lion, will be put out on tender by 
toe end of tins year. Even though 
it is an open tender, Mr. Nawawi 
expected that die bid would be 
won by an international firm. 

A small expansion project, 
which will be completed by the 
end of this year, will, according to 
Mr. Nawawi, provide west Am- 
man with 5,000 new lines and 
ease the crisis in areas like 
Abdoun, Tla’a A1 Ali, and 
Sweifieh. 

On problems related to TCCs 
organisational performance and 
procedures, Mr. Nawawi said 
that any masting weaknesses in 
the organisation were due to “the 
laws and restrictions, not the 


Mn 


gunmen is taunting toe high-tech 
militar y might of the 28 -nation 
force of 25,000 men deployed 
against them. 

It followed a similar attack last 
week in which the Rangers mis- 
takenly assaulted a U.N. com- 
pound and arrested foreign U.N. 
workers for interrogation. 

The latest operation began 
under cover of darkness at 2-30 
a.m. (2330 GMT) as the half- 
nrined city of Mogadishu slept. 

The Somali National Alliance, 
Gen. Aideed’s political wing, 
said: “Five unarmed civilians 
were killed, 14 wounded. 18 peo- 
ple kidnapped, a lot of people 
were tortured and molested badly 
ftnri there was destruction of sub- 
stantial p roperties.” 

Italians delay pullout 

Italy agreed Monday to delay 
its pullout from Mogadishu after 
the death of seven Nigerian 
troops, an incident that shar- 
pened Rome’s rift with Washing- 
ton over peacekeeping efforts in 
Somalia. 

The last few hundred troops, 
part of a 2,400-member Italian 
contingent, were to be out of 
Mogadishu by Tuesday but will 
now stay indefinitely as a result of 
a U-N. request, an army spokes- 
man said on condition of anony- 
mity. 

Defence Minister Fabio Fabbri 
rejected charges his troops failed 
to help the Nigerians, members 
of a more-feared contingent who 
were attacked as they p rep a r ed to 
replace toe Italians. 

Italy also replaced its comman- 
der in Somalia on Monday after- 
noon, saying it was a normal 
rotation. But the move followed 
calls by U.N. and U.S. officials 
that General Bruno Loi be re- 
moved for opposing a U.S.-led 
get-tough policy. 

Gen. Carmine Fiore, who 
assumed command, has praised 
Gen. Loi’s work. 


people” working for the corpora- 
tion. 

He was referring to the laws 
and regulations that govern toe 
TCC activities and organisation 
as well as its relationship to toe 
public. 

“We try to ease the practicabil- 
ity concerning the services to the 
public,” he said, adding that 
there was a need for a “relaxation 
m tiie law.” He did not elaborate. 

In a bid to improve the national 
economy. Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam AI Majali has, on several 
o ccas ions, expressed his govern- 
ment’s intention to fariK tat* the 
operation and development of 
private businesses. The prime 
minister has also called for the 
decentralisation of public admi- 
nistration and has said that the 
government is planning to update 
toe laws and regulations of the 
official departments. 

At a recent meeting with a 
groop of businessmen represent- 
ing the commercial sector in Jor- 
dan, the prime minister assured 
toem tot the government is in toe 
process of “raising toe efficiency 
of the public administration ser- 
vices." 

“The services provided by the 
FCC are crucial to anyone who 
wants to conduct business, and if 
toe government wants to encom- 
tocjmvate sector by impre- 
™ ofiSoal performances, toe 

TO seeno like a good place to 
start > a businessman said. 


Michael Jackson 
arrives In Japan 

FUKUOKA. Japan (R) — Fbfioe 
battled to hold back about 200 
shrieking fans as Michael Jackson 
arrived in Japan Tuesday on the 
final in of his ill-starred Danger- 
ous Asian concert tour. Despite 
the bad publicity Amounting 
chil d abuse allegations which has " 
dogged him on prev ious stops la 
Thailand, Singapore and Taiwan, 
Jackson’s Japanese fens made 
dear that, for them, their idol 
could do no wrong. A handful et 
teenaged girls in the cr o w d out- 
side Fukuoka Airport in western _ 
Japan wept hysterically as the 
pop superstar walked to a waiting 
bus, cud in bis trademark black 
fedora, dark glasses and a black 
and red jacket with a Peter Pin 
emblem on the back. Jackson, 
who is to give two sefl-oat con- 
certs at the gigantic Fukuoka 
Dome Friday and Saturday, left 
town almost as fast as be entered 
it. The bus he boarded headed off 
on the 2 Vi-hour trip to Nagasaki, 
where he was to visit a Dutch 
theme park which commemorate* 
early Dutch trading links with 
feudal Japan. 

11-year-old 
escapes after bus 
stop abduction 

NEW SALEM. Pa. (AP) — An 
11-year-old girl was a bd u cted 
from a school bus stop at knife- 
point and tied up m woods until 
she wriggled out of ropes and ran 
to freedom, police and relatives 
said. Cassie Pennington made it 
to a house and called her parents, 
state police said. She was last 
seen Friday when she left home in 
driving rain to walk to tiie bos 
stop. She never boarded the bus. 
Family members said they didn't 
realise she was missing until 
school let out in the afternoon. 
Over toe weekend, about 100 
volunteers hunted along roads 
and through woods and than- 
doned buikfings for signs of the 
mil. A rewa rd fund was set m. 
Police released few details of the 
abduction, but relatives of the girl 
said she told them a man drove 
up to the bus stop and forced bar 
into tiie car with a knife. ^ffe 
drove several miles and left her 
tied up in woods, said a grand- 
mother, Ruth Pennington. No 
arrests had been made. 

Lithuanian president 
hospitalised 

VILNIUS (AFP) — Lithuanian 
President Algirdas Brazanska* 
was hospitalised after suffering 
from gall bladder problems, offi- 
cials announced. Mr. Brazauskas, 
60, entered hospital Sunday 
morning for several hours and 
returned late Sunday fen 1 further 
medical tests, his press depart- 
ment raid Monday. It was not 
* immediately known how long Mr. 
Brazauskas would stay in hospit- 
al. Because of his health prob- 
lems the president had been un- 
able to attend an open-air 
read by visiting Pope John Paul n 
in Vilnius* Vmgis Park Sunday. 

Japan centenarians 
number 4,802 

TOKYO (AFP) — The number 
of Japanese centenarians in- 
creased by 650 in the past year to 
a record 4,802, of whom 80.4 per 
cent or 3,859 were women, the 
Health and Welfare Ministry said 
Tuesday. The oldest was Tane 
Ikai, a 114-year-old woman who 
lives in the central Japanese city 
of Nagoya, followed by 113-year- 
old Hide Ohira from western 
Japan’s Wakayama prefecture. 
Of the 20 oldest, aged 108 or 
more, only one — a 108-year-old 
Genkan Tonaki from Okinawa — 
was a man. The number of cen- 
tenarians has surged 31.4 fold 
since the survey began in 1963 
and tripled in the last decade. 
The survey covered those who 
were expected to be 100 or older 
5ept. 30, and released ahead 
of the Respect For the Aged Day, 

a national holiday on Sept. 15. 

$46m pledged for 
muscular dystrophy 
telethon 

LAS VEGAS, Nevada (AFP) — 
A record $46 million in pledge 
was collected for research to fi gh t 
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muscular dystrophy in the m 

*mmaj telethon hosted by come 
®an Jeny Lewis. The iffc-bom 
Labour Day Telethon that endec 
Monday inducted appearances b) 
stars including country music sm- 
3 ®r Garth Brooks, pianist and 
«ngpr Ray Charles, actress Lym 

SP 47 r singer Wayw 
Newton. In addition to toe $4t 
S36.8 million wai 
ky.yyporate sponsors 
Wertoon officials said. Lewis, & 
helped raise more than $li 
ratoon for the Muscular Dysfro 
gg Association for Research or 
"“teBkwr he 

was stung by critieam tint he wa 
on pity for the hanficap 




